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our drills during the winter months. Much
appreciation goes to Malcolm Phillips
and Ed Cass, both of Duncan’s Company,
and Mike Manning, Bruce Grundy, Robert
Wagner, Matt Liness, and Michael Liness,
all of the Grenadiers, for contributing their
time to help the Rangers.
Adolphustown

The event at Adolphustown, in conjunction with the annual U.E.L. Convention,
was one of the best attended events by the
Yorkers. This event had a total of 96 personnel in attendance. On Saturday night we
saw the return of “The Tavern”, thanks to
Rob Stewart the tavern keeper. The weekend finished off with what you could call
a “combined ops” battle, with the bateaux
crews and infantry working together in
what was a unique fight.
C o m i n g

E v e n t s

aug 8 - 9
Loyalist Days – Prescott, ON
aug 15- 16
Colonial Days – Speculator, NY
aug 29 -30
230 th Battle of Newtown - Elmira, NY
(All-Up US)

Wh at
H appened
in
June



sep t 19- 20
Rose House – Waupoos, ON
sep t 26
Thornhill Parade
(Note Change of Date)
o c t 10-1 1
Stone Fort Days – Schoharie, NY

Freedom of
the Town of Aurora

Members of the King’s Royal Yorkers participated in the “Freedom of the Town”
ceremony for our friends in the Queen’s
York Rangers. Our participation was to
show appreciation for the use of the Fort
York Armouries, which allows us to perfect

A Wedding at Black Creek

On Saturday June 20th at Black Creek
Grenadier Matt Liness married his
betrothed, the lovely Anne Marie Percy.
The ceremony was performed by the
Reverend Neil Young in the town hall
at Black Creek. Members of the Yorkers
and Northern Brigade participated in
the ceremonies to add a touch of colour
on a very wet day. The bride was beautiful
in her specially made gown and the groom
tall and handsome in his Yorker uniform.
Afterwards the family and friends of the
happy couple and the Yorkers were well fed
at the reception held in the site pavilion. In
spite of the bad weather on the Saturday the
weekend was a success. Sunday was sunny
and warm and the vignettes that were set
up were a big hit with the public and with
those who participated.
The Colonel
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Second half of 2009
C a m pa i g n S e a s o n

R

F ort W ellington

N ewtown

August 8 / 9 – Loyalist Days at Fort
Wellington is being supported by the Town
of Prescott. Breakfast will be provided on
Saturday and Sunday by the local Legion.
Wood and straw, along with beer, will also
be supplied. This year each participant with
an automobile will be provided with a gas
card valued at approximately $40.00. Four
bateaux manned by Herkimer’s boat crews
will be there, along with the gun to add
another dimension to the event. We will
be staging a “Seneca Run” and section drill
competitions with prizes being provided for
the winners.

August 29 / 30 – This is an All-Up
event, as indicated in the calendar, which
I’m sure many of you will want to attend.
Newtown is a reasonable drive from the
GTA, and in the past the event has had a
good reputation.
R ose H ouse

September 19  / 20 – Rose House will be
an end of war event. The camp will be much
like Adolphustown, or the Peachey painting, where the tent lines will be irregular.
Emphasis will be on having fun and being
relaxed, as we all wait for our land grants.

S peculator
T hornhill

August 15  / 16 – This is a new event being
promoted by the BVMA in the town of
Speculator, N.Y. in the Adirondacks. I have
agreed to support the Tryon County Militia
(Campbell’s Company) at this event in
return for their support at Fort Wellington.

September 26 – The Thornhill festival
this year has had a date change. The Festival
will take place on Saturday, September 26.
And there will be no parade. We will be
required to put on a tactical demonstration
for the public in Thornhill Park.

Remember this brings in money for
the regiment, and we need about 21 people
to meet our obligation.
Jerusalem Mills /
Schoharie

October 10 / 11 – The Jerusalem Mills
event was rescheduled from May, due to
bad weather. Unfortunately it conflicts
with other events that many of the original participants had planned to attend. The
original attendance figures were about 450
to 500 per side, and it was considered a BB
national event. Due to the rescheduling,
the expected numbers have now dropped to
between 100 to 120 per side, which makes
it more of a regional event. I would recommend that we attend the “Stone Fort Days”
in Schoharie, our old hunting grounds. This
event is supported by the Tryon County
Militia and the Albany County Militia,
who can provide good opposition. I will
keep everyone informed with updates on
this event.
Colonel James
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P rescott ’ s

Loyali Days
August 8 & 9

S
B

y now, most of us are champing at
the bit to get our green coats on once
again. Our adventures at Adolphustown
and Black Creek in early June seem like
distant memories, following the relatively
quiet month of July. Now the pace picks
up a little, starting with the event at Fort
Wellington on August 8 and 9.
Many of the “old guys” will remember
Prescott’s Loyalist Days as an annual event
that the Yorkers attended back in the 80’s
and early 90’s. Many more will remember
the successful event that we had last summer, outside the walls of Fort Wellington.
The town and the event organizers raved
about the return of Loyalist Days to this
very loyal and historic community. And as
reenactors, everyone seemed to have a good
time. There were many good reasons why it
was so enjoyable:
• The Loyalist Days Committee was very
eager to please, and did their best to provide for our needs. Breakfast was laid-on
both days, free passes were included for
the evening programs at the arena, and
a good supply of grog was issued to the
troops on Saturday evening.
• The public were very enthusiastic about
the battle scenarios, music and public
demonstrations. Throughout the weekend the citizenry thronged our tent
lines, asking questions and lapping up
whatever we could tell them about their
Loyalist roots. We even came away with
a number of new recruits. This year every
company should bring with them a spare
coat for some young, unsuspecting lad to
try on, “just to show him how nicely it
fits”. (Modern version of a shilling in the
bottom of a pint of ale).
• Not only is Prescott a very historic
town, but it is a very scenic location for
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an encampment. From our tent lines we
had an excellent view of the St Lawrence
River and the walls of Fort Wellington.
Not only was Prescott one of the earliest settlements in Ontario following the
American Revolution, but it was also a
British stronghold during the War of
1812. If you’re looking for a locally made
pint of beer and a good pub meal after
you setup on Friday evening, try the Red
George Pub, just a short walk from the
camp. “Red George” refers to Major Red
George Macdonell, who raised a battalion
of Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles in
the area at the start or the War of 1812.
You may also want to slip away for a quick
look at the windmill located just east of
town, made famous by the Battle of the
Windmill in 1838.
To keep things interesting, efforts have
been made to enhance the battle scenarios, so that we have a little more challenge

and variety. After the good fun we had in
the bateaux at Adolphustown, a small flotilla of boats have been added to the battle
scenarios at Prescott, thanks to Herkimer’s
Bateaux Company. Last year we didn’t have
access to the ground south of the road, adjacent to the river. This year this piece of land
will be made available to us, so the navy and
the army can work together to suppress the
invading rebels.
This promises to be another excellent
event. If you missed it last year, every effort
should be made to attend this time. If you
attended in 2008, you will need little convincing to come to Prescott again in 2009.
http://prescottloyalistdays.ca/events.shtml
Directions: From Hwy 401 turn south
on Hwy 16 and follow it into the town of
Prescott. Turn left onto Hwy 2, which
runs beside the St. Lawrence River. Fort
Wellington is on your left.

T he W inners
of

Ca Iron Chef
II

J

une of 2009 saw the 2nd annual
running of the “Cast Iron Chef Contest”.
This Return of the Cast Iron Chef, the Revenge
of the Cast Iron Chef, this Son of the Cast Iron
Chef, was as bitterly fought as last year’s
initial epic battle. The culinary knives were
unsheathed at Black Creek Pioneer Village
and the epic duel began. Teams, some of
international composition, engaged in the
titanic struggle to claim the iron skillet, that
epitomic symbol of the catering arts. This
year’s struggle had an “Indian theme”.
Tragically one team, in a fit of Monty
Pythonesque thinking, prepared a meal
based upon the cooking arts of the Eastern
realms of our Empire. Colonel James, Miss
Amanda Moore and I were confronted, not
with pemmican and Walrus steak, but rather
with curry and Bombay Gin. Unflinchingly
Colonel James advanced upon the Gin.
The curry, lightly placed to enhance rather
than to enflame, was well prepared and presented. The live entertainment and music
that would have ennobled any Raj’s court
were fitting, but for naught.
The Grenadier Company, in a passion
of research and historical exploration, presented to the judges the finest 18th century
meal of the evening. The wines flowed
freely, the food was presented in successive
waves of epicurean perfection, and the company would have graced the Court of even
the most debauched Middle European
monarch.
It was again a noble contest, enjoyed by
all, and fondly recalled by the judges, but
in the end the triumph belonged to the
team captained by Mrs. Manning and Mrs.
Turrall. The heartiest and most fulfilled
compliments of the judges go out to all the
teams. It is with glasses of Alka-Seltzer and
exercise bikes at the ready that we look forward to next year’s contest.
Sjt Mjr Moore
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C olonial F rontier L ife

Speculator
—

NY

And of course, the King’s Royal Yorkers
have never stepped away from an opportunity to launch a raid into the heart of New
York. Speculator is just a few miles north of
Johnstown, on Hwy 30. Here is the schedule for the weekend:

—

H

Battle of

Ne w t o w n
august 29 & 30
all-up
u. s. e v e n t

O

n August 29 & 30, the Yorkers
are scheduled to attend an event at an
original battlefield site near Elmira, N.Y.
In fact, Saturday, August 29 is the 230th
anniversary of the actual battle. We will be
camped on the very ground held by Loyalist
troops and Native warriors during the original Battle of Newtown.

Sunday:
10:00 am – Camp open to public
11:00 am - Colonial church service
12:00 am - Tactical Demonstration
1:00 pm - Free lunch for re-enactors
provided by Historical Society
3:00 pm – Camp closed to public and
strike tents
The organizers will provide straw, water
and firewood. Also, bathrooms (yes, flush
toilets) will be available on site. Across the
road from the camp is a park and beach, so
bring you bathing suit. This should be a fun
event. It will also give us an opportunity to
build on our relationship with the Burning
of Valleys Association (BVMA), whom we
have worked closely with in the past. Your
support of this event would be appreciated.

A ugust 1 5 & 1 6

aving just attended Loyalist
Days on the preceding weekend,
Colonial Days on August 15 & 16 offers
a completely different set of opportunities.
At Speculator, NY we will not be the home
team. Instead of languishing in the praise
and admiration of the adoring Loyalist
public, we will need to “gently” explain to
the folks in the Adirondacks that George
Washington is not necessarily their friend,
and that their local countryman, Sir John
Johnson, has their best interests at heart.
The invitation to attend Colonial Days
was extended to us by Colonel Ken Schulz
of the Tryon Country Militia. They have
agreed to attend the event at Prescott
again this year, providing opposition to the
Crown Forces. In return, Colonel Schulz
would appreciate our support of their event.
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http://www.speculatorchamber.com/documents/
ColonialReenactment20090001.PDF

Friday:
4:00 pm - Arrival and registration.
Saturday:
10:00 am – Camp open to public
1:30 pm - Call to Arms
2:00 pm - Tactical demonstration
4:00 pm - Clothing demonstration
7:00 pm - Concert with “Felicity”
8:00 pm - Camp closed to public

The Yorkers have been to this event in
previous years and have always enjoyed the
excellent terrain, good tactical scenarios
and the hospitality of the hosts. It is also a
reasonable drive for most of us, considering that it is a U.S. event. The British camp
is situated on a piece of high ground beside
the Newtown Battlefield monolith. From
the monument you have a clear view of the
Chemung Valley. Interpretive maps and
plaques are located in the park explaining
the events and troop movements during
the battle.
Newtown is our All-Up U.S. event and
all indications are that there will be a good
turn out from the Yorkers and the rest of
the Northern Brigade. As the last event
before the teachers and students return
to school, everyone should make a special
effort to attend.

Directions: From the north, take I81 to
Watertown. Take exit 47 and travel south
on Hwy 12. Turn east on Hwy 365, which
merges onto Hwy 8. Speculator is at the
junction of Hwy 8 and 30.
From the west, take I90 to Utica and turn
north onto Hwy 12. Turn east onto Hwy 8
and continue until you reach Speculator at
the junction of Hwy 8 and 30.
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H istor ic a l B ackgr ound
for

Newtown Event

R

W

hat happened at Newtown,
N.Y., 230 years ago, that we will be
commemorating on August 29 and 30?
You will recall that 1778 went very badly for
the rebels on the northern frontier ~ Cobleskill,
Wyoming Valley, German Flats and Cherry
Valley. On February 25, 1779 Congress
authorized General Washington to plan and
execute a retaliatory expedition against the
“Indian country”. Washington communicated to Major General John Sullivan that his
objective was “the total destruction and devastation of their settlements and the capture
of as many prisoners of every age and sex as
possible”. The country was not to be “merely
overrun, but destroyed”.
At the end of August, Sullivan set out from
Tioga, Pennsylvania with a force of 3200 officers and men, including 11 artillery pieces.
Colonel John Butler was determined to stop
this advance with his force, made up of 300
rangers, 14 regulars from the 8th Regiment
and approximately 300 warriors. His plan was
to occupy a ridge of high ground overlooking
a narrow plain which extended to the river.
Butler intended to ambush the exposed flank
of Sullivan’s army as it moved north along the
Chemung River. He also planned to attack the
rear of the rebel army and stampede the cattle
and pack horses. He hoped to either destroy
Sullivan’s army or cripple its resources, so that
the expedition would be abandoned.
A rough breastwork was formed of logs,
which they attempted to conceal with cut
boughs. In some places shallow rifle-pits were
dug, and a log building was occupied and loopholed for musketry. Captain McDonnell,
of the Rangers, and Captain Joseph Brant
occupied the right of the line, Captain Walter
Butler’s troops held the centre, and the main
body of natives, under the command of
Sangerachta, were posted on the left.
Colonel Butler’s plan relied entirely on
the element of surprise. Unfortunately, on
August 28 an advance scout from the rebel
army heard the noise of axes during the day
and saw the glare of campfires at night. The
element of surprise was gone.
On August 29 Sullivan’s army moved
against the small Loyalist and Native force.

He placed his artillery about 300 yards from
the centre of Butler’s line and supported it
with troops under General Hand. General
Ogden moved left along the river to flank
the British and cutoff any retreat. General
Poor moved to the right along the ridge to
achieve the same end. General Maxwell’s
troops were held in reserve.
The battle started with an exchange of
fire from rebel scouts, as the artillery was
being brought up. Butler began to suspect
Sullivan’s intentions and urged a retreat
before his force was flanked or surrounded.
Brant and the Cayuga chief came in from
their positions on the flanks to point out
the danger of remaining any longer and to
urge an immediate withdrawal. Although
initially there was reluctance to leave, when
the rebel artillery opened up on the breastwork, it was realized that further resistance
was futile. Butler’s force withdrew toward
Newtown and the ford in the Chemung
River. By 6:00 p.m. the battle was over and
the road north lay open to Sullivan’s army.
In the weeks that followed, Sullivan
burned homes, destroyed crops and laid
waste the countryside, until his expedition
came to a halt near present day Genesee,
N.Y. Although the campaign brought
about the “total destruction and devastation” it set out to achieve, it failed to destroy
the Loyalist and Native forces that threatened the American border settlements. In
fact, after the terrible winter of 1779-80 the
King’s men hit the frontier with renewed
enthusiasm and energy.
Where were the
R o ya l Y o r k e r s d u r i n g
S u l l i va n ’ s c a m p a i g n ?

In 1779 Governor Haldimand was convinced

that the rebels were planning an offensive
against Detroit and Quebec. This threat
made it necessary for him to retain his
small army on the defensive in Canada.
The accumulation of rebel troops in the
Susquehannah was viewed as no more than
a feint, designed to draw his army away
from the main theatre of conflict.
Finally on September 1, Haldimand
(unaware that the Battle of Newtown had
taken place three days earlier) wrote to Sir
John Johnson instructing him to, “Collect
as many of your Corps as you can and
proceed with them to Irondequot, Genessee
River, or to whatever Place, from whence
you can join the Rangers and Indians now
assembling to oppose the Rebels at Tioga.”
But it was too little, too late. By the time
preparations could be made and troops put
into motion, Sullivan’s destructive invasion
was over. This expedition was Sir John’s first
command of British & German Regulars,
Provincials and natives. By the time his force
arrived at Irondequoit Bay, Johnson judged
the season already too advanced to continue,
even though he was unaware that Sullivan’s
army was well into its return march. It was
a disappointing first effort at independent command. Royal Yorker Lieutenant,
William Redford Crawford, who was seconded to the Quebec Indian Department,
led a nuisance raid of Canada Indians
against Fort Stanwix and Captain Samuel
Anderson’s Light Infantry Company was
left behind to garrison Carleton Island’s
Fort Haldimand and provide sharpshooters to ward off rebel scouting parties, but
the rest of the troops turned about and went
back to their garrisons in lower Quebec.
The Yorker response to Sullivan’s
Campaign would have to wait until 1780.
(Bwah-ha-ha!!! Evil wringing of hands!!)
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Loyalist

Anceors
W H O L A N D ED AT
OR NEAR
ADOLPHUSTOWN



T

hat fantastic event we had at
Adolphustown marked the 225th
anniversary of the loyalist settlements
across modern Ontario, from Lancaster in
the east to Windsor in the west. As all of
us who attended the event know very well,
our activities were part of the annual general meeting of the United Empire Loyalist
Association of Canada. We represented
their free entertainment. The UEL’s can
very often be an insular bunch and I doubt
that it occurred to many of them that the
people they were watching might have had
an intimate connection to the arrival of the
loyalists in the region; that some of their
entertainers were every bit as involved as
they were.
I asked any of you who had ancestors who
landed at or near to Adolphustown to send
me their list and here’s the response. As a
word of explanation, most of those who
settled at Cataraqui Township No.4 (CT4/
Adolphustown) were known as Associated
Loyalists. These were primarily folks who
had come to Quebec from New York City
and who did service in various regiments
and support organizations in the Central
and Southern Departments.
Brandt Zatterberg is the undisputed
record holder. I gave Brandt the gears by
asking how, with so much inbreeding going
on in his family, a Swede could ever have
popped out. He had some sophisticated
retort which I won’t bore you with.
McGeachie

ed cass
D unc an’s

Mercy (nee Cass) and David Hawley,
Loyal Rangers, ct2
Amanda (nee Cass) and Jehiel Hawley,
ct2
Peter Johnson
Royal Yorke rs and Loyalist F ifes & D r ums

Captain Abraham and Ann (nee
Ackerman) Maybee, Associated Loyalists,
ct4
Philip Roblin, Associated Loyalists
(Barrackmaster’s Dept), ct4
R o n May b ee
D unc an’s and
Jessica Maybee,
Follow e r

Captain Abraham and Ann (nee
Ackerman) Maybee, Associated Loyalists,
ct4
D av e S m i t h
D unc an’s

William Rogers, Loyal Rangers, ct2
William Thompson, King’s Rangers, ct3
R o b e r t S t e wa r t
D unc an’s

John and Sarah (nee Wessels) Roblin,
Associated Loyalists, ct4
B r a n d t Z at t e r b e r g
D unc an’s

Isaiah and Nelle (nee Campbell) Bartley,
2Bn Royal Yorkers, ct3

Michael and Rachel (Holcombe/Ross)
Dafoe, ct3
Johann Ernest and Marie Martigen (nee
Keller) Devoe, ct3
Peter and Pheobe (nee White) Fykes, 2Bn
Royal Yorkers, ct3
David and Cattrina (nee Smith) Hartman,
Loyal Rangers, ct2
Philip and Eunice (nee Hough) Hartman,
Loyal Rangers, ct2
Barnabus and Eunice (nee Weeks) Hough,
Loyal Rangers, ct2
Christian and Elisabetha (nee Backus)
Keller, ct3
Frederick and Hannah Keller, ct3
George Heinrich and Katherine (nee
Young) Lloyd, 2Bn Royal Yorkers, ct3
Henrick and Elisha Lloyd, ct3
George and Ann (nee Staring) McGiness,
Indian Department, ct2
Sarah Kast McGiness, Indian Department
operative, ct2
Cyrenius and Elizabeth Parks, King’s
Rangers, ct3
Robert and Jemima (nee Gary Washburn)
Perry, Loyal Rangers, ct2
Nicholas and Annatje (nee Demarest)
Peterson, Associated Loyalists, ct3
Johannes Stats and Sarah (nee Pangburn)
Sager, 2Bn Royal Yorkers, ct3
William (Billy) and Magdalene (Leah)
Keller, ct3
Abraham and Trienkia (nee Pieterse)
Woodcock, 2Bn Royal Yorkers, ct3
Johann Everhart and Magdalena (nee
Carver) Wagar, Loyal Rangers, ct3
Thomas and Mary (Polly) (nee Parliament)
Wagar, 2Bn Royal Yorkers, ct3
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Captain

Joseph Anderson’s
E A R LY WA R



Ca p ta i n Joseph Anderson, brother of
the Light Company commander, Samuel
Anderson, had a very adventurous early
war before Sir John came to Canada and
received his beating order for the first
battalion.
Joseph was one of Sir John’s chosen officers,
and was Major Gray’s lieutenant during the
St. Leger campaign. This was followed by a
stint as captain-lieutenant commanding the
Colonel’s Company and then as captain with
his own company in 1778. His company
was part of John Munro’s successful raid on
Ballstown in 1780.
Unfortunately, Joseph’s career ended on
a low point when he resigned his captaincy
just before Christmas in 1782 over a
scandal at the rebel prison at the Coteaudu-Lac post where he was commandant.
The following is his petition of January
1784 in which he requests payment for his
1776 expenses as a spy. You might recognize
that Thomas Gumersall had come through
the first battalion KRR and was senior
captain of the second battalion in 1783. His
petition read:

I

t was agreed on, by James Gray
Esqr. late Captain in the 42nd Regiment,
Mr. Thomas Gumersall and myself that
I should undertake to go to Ticonderoga
without Loss of time and burn the Shipping
there belonging to the Congress if I could
by any means, do it with safety to myself,
but if not I was to pass that port and proceed to Quebec and Explore the Rebel
Army there Besieging that City and if
possible find out what Genl. Arnolds intentions were, and to send Intelligence thereof
to Genl. Sir Guy Carleton in Quebec. I
not being able to effect the former undertook the latter, and arrived at St. Foys where
Genl. Arnolds Army were then Quartered
on the 26th day of March 1776 and there fell
in with one Colonel Maxwell of the Rebel
Army an old acquaintance of mine, and his

Adjutant a Lieut. Anderson formerly an
officer in the 44th Regt. who was likewise
an acquaintance of mine, they Invited me to
remain with them in their Quarters during
my Stay at St. Foys which I gladly accepted
of, it answering my purpose in every respect
as I could wish: for Colonel Maxwell I
knew was one of the Genls. Counsellors,
and knew every thing that was going on at

Head Quarters all the Genls. most secret
Designs were known to him. The Adjutant
frequently shew me his orderly Book and
particularly after Receiving any material
orders he aquainted me with the Strength
and State of their Army. After Supper in
the night of the 4th of April they reposing
great confidence in me acquainted me with
everything that was intended by the Genl.
to be carried into Execution, they even told
me the day on which their designs were to
be put in force which was to be on the 7th
day of April should the River prove Clear
enough of Ice, but if not on that day as soon
as it should. A fire Ship was to be sent down
from Wolfes Cove to set the Kings Shipping
&c on Fire that lay in the Docks of Quebec
which if effected they were immediately
thereupon to storm the Town. I began at
this time to be much alarmed and very anxious to get a person to go, in to Quebec with
this Intelligence to Genl. Carleton which
I was determined to do at any Risque and
price, at length happening to meet with one
Alexander Chaucer, whom I had formerly
been acquainted with, we had been Officers
together in the same Provincial Regiment
in the late war and upon Service together
at the Havannah in the year 1762 but was
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at a Loss to know at this Juncture what his
Sentiments were whether Loyal to the King
or not However entered into discourse with
him & after little while I asked him how
much money I should give him to go into
Quebec with some Intelligence to Genl.
Carleton, who replied that it was so exceedingly dangerous he did not like to attempt it
but upon further discourse I perswaded him
to go in by promising to give him 40 pounds
to him in Montreal in the year 1778.
Chaucers orders from me were to go into
Quebec on the 6th day of April 1776 and
acquaint [sic] Genl. Carleton that Genl.
Woster had the day before joined Genl.
Arnold with a Reinforcement of Troops &c.
and that I had learnt from Head Quarters at
Holland house that on the 7th day of April
(or at least as soon as the River was clear
enough of Ice) he might expect a Fire Ship
would come down from Wolfs Cove with a
design to burn the Kings Shipping &c. lying
in the Docks of Quebec which if effected
an Assault upon the Town would immediately ensue. Chaucer accordingly went into
Quebec and I sett off from St. Foys on my
return to Albany on the said 6th day of April.
I was the next day hotly pursued by order of
Genl. Woster on suspicion of having sent
the said Chaucer into Quebec but luckily not overtaken until I arrived at Albany
where the aforementioned Capt. Gray and
myself were taken prisrs. On the 25th of
April 1776 and forthwith Conducted to the
Committee all my Papers were examined
by the said Committee who told me that it
was done in Consequence of a Suspicious
Character that had followed me from Genl.
Woster but nothing very Criminal was
found among them. However I was continued Prisoner at my own Expense until the
23rd of Feby. 1777. I was at my own Expense
self & Horse from the 1st of February to
the 25th of April 1776 being 84 days at 2
Dollars per day.
J. Anderson
Of interest, Joseph Anderson was held in prison
with several notables. Of the Royal Yorkers
- Major James Gray, Captain John Munro,
Captain Samuel Anderson. Of Burgoyne’s
loyalists – Major Daniel McAlpin, Captain
Simeon Covel, QLR, Lieutenant Alex
Campbell, Loyal Rangers. (based on documents
researched by Todd Braisted, 4NJV)
McGeachie
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M any

Community
Events
S upported by M A M H

R
Left to right: Ben Snider (Jessups), Jon Wannamaker (New Jersey Volunteers), Ken Taylor (KRR), Capt. Brandt
Zatterberg (Herkimers Bateau Coy), Sjt. Dave Smith (KRR), Ian Preston (KRR), Greg Baran (KRR).
B at h M u s e u m O p e n i n g

On Saturday May 16th, members of the
King’s Royal Yorkers were invited to open
the newly re-located Museum in Bath,
Ontario. The Museum is now situated on
Main Street (Hwy #33) in the Old Town
Hall, which was constructed in 1861. The
area of Bath (formerly Ernestown) was
settled primarily by Jessup’s Loyal Rangers,
but became home for men from a variety
of Corps, including John Davy and Oliver
Church of the KRR. Hence, on the day
of the opening, the men thought it fitting
to wear the uniforms of several different
Loyalist Corps.

P erth C emetery
R ededication

The May 23-24 weekend marked a truly
spiritual occasion, organized by the Canadian
Fencibles (made up of a lot of cross dressing members of Duncan’s Coy, led by Sjt.
Major Moore). Last year a number of local
youths made National headlines when they
vandalized a cemetery in the Town of Perth,
breaking countless head stones dating back to
1817. The Canadian Fencibles approached
the Town with the idea that a Living History

weekend could help start the healing process
and reconnect the community to its history.
The Fencible’s, Loyalist Fifes & Drums,
Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles, and
Albert Smith’s Voltigeurs from the Quebec
Historical Corps, reenacted several naval &
land engagements on the Tay basin and in
the historic town. The weekend highlights
included new recruit Jared Ross piping the
troops into town on the Friday night, with
Sjt David Moore giving an “eyes right” as
we passed the two Brass Verbruggen’s that
stand outside the Court House. These 1776
ordnance were lost to the Americans at the
Battle of Saratoga, only to be reclaimed by
the Canadian Fencibles at Crysler’s Farm.
The Fencibles lost over 33 percent of their
unit on November 11, 1813 as they charged
the guns three times. The event was topped
off with a Drum Head Service on the
Sunday, re-dedicating the sacred ground. All
units sang the hymns, Piper Ross played the
Lament, and Drum Major Putnam sang like
10 men during the playing of God Save the
King !!!
Note: If this sparks your interest in
1812, feel free to talk to Dave Moore,
Alex Lawrence, Keith Lindsey or myself
(canadianfencible@hotmail.com) at a future
event.
Cpl. David Smith
Canadian Regiment of Fencible Infantry
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Q ueen ’ s P ark

Friday, June 19th was Loyalist Day in
Ontario. The Lieutenant Governor hosted
a reception for this occasion at Queen’s
Park and Sjt Mjr David Moore received an
invitation. It read, “The Honourable David
C. Onley Lieutenant Governor of Ontario
requests the pleasure of your company at tea.”
After receiving this invitation, the Sjt Mjr
wondered what his role would be at this
prestigious function. “Maybe he’ll want to
hear about George Washington, or my more
recent theories that the end of the rebellion
is near, considering the fall of their banking system, the collapse of their housing
market, and so on. With only paper money
and no billets to stay in, how can the rebellion carry on much longer? I’m sure they’ll
all come crawling back soon wanting free
healthcare, and to see the Queen.” Alas, it
was just tea.
150

th

Anniversary
o f B at h

This year we commemorated the 225th
anniversary of the landing of the Loyalist in
Adolphustown. On July 1st we also recognized the 142th anniversary of Dominion
Day celebrations in the Village of Bath,
which was incorporation in 1859. The village was founded in 1784 and originally
named Ernestown. It had many Yorker
connections, including Lt. Oliver Church
of the 2nd Battalion, who settled on the
outskirts of the village, and John Davy, who
went on to become a prominent leader in
the community. Of course, we now celebrate Canada Day on July 1st, and Bath’s
1600 citizens host over 12,000 patriotic
Canadians and hold the largest parade
in Eastern Ontario. With Captain Alex
Lawrence carrying the King’s Colour, the
local members of Duncan’s Coy dawned
2nd Battalion red in honour of the original
settlers. Drum Major Mike Putnam and the
Loyalist Fifes & Drums led the Parade. It
was truly an honour to take the salute from
the Bath Legion.
Sjt. David Smith, UE
Duncan’s Coy

Slave Owners
I came across this article on slavery,
attributed to Thomas Casey, that was
published in the Napanee Beaver in
1902. Gavin Watt’s muster roll lists
Gasper Bower as a private in the 2nd
Battalion, who settled in Camden
Township with his wife Elizabeth. It
seems that he was not the only Yorker in
the area to hold slaves as property. I have
come across some notes that suggest Sjt.
John Carscallen of the 2nd Battalion,
living east of Newburgh, was also a slave
owner, and it is probable that several
other pioneers of Camden held slaves as
well. Interesting that Gavin’s muster roll
lists Carscallen as the ex-officio Chaplin
of the Carleton lsland garrison.
Sjt. David Smith

T

hrough the kindness of Mr.
Stephen Gibson, County Registrar
for Lennox and Addington, we have seen a
rare old document, in regard to the existence
of Negro slavery in this county, among the
first of the U. E. Loyalist pioneers. It is the
will of Casper Bower, of the Township of
Camden, and bearing date of June, 1804, and
which was probated before Judge Alexander
Fisher, at Adolphustown, October 28th,
1804. Mr. Fisher was the first Judge of the
Surrogate court of the Midland District
and a man of much prominence among the
early U. E. Loyalists. He lived, and died in
Adolphustown, and his remains lie buried
in a field on the farm he owned in the third
concession, on the south shores of Hay Bay,
now well known as “the Platt farm.” Among
the provisions of the will are the following:
“I give to my dear wife, Miriam Bower
that part or parcel of land situate lying and
being in the Township of Camden - lot 5
in the 1st concession, 200 acres, dwelling
house, barn, outhouses, household stuff,
kitchen furniture, 4 milch cows, yoke of
oxen, one horse. I also give and bequeath
to my wife, Miriam Bower, to hold during her natural life a Negro wench named
Charlotte, and from and after the decease
of my said wife, Miriam Bower, I give and
bequeath the above named Negro wench,
Charlotte, to my grand-daughter, Elizabeth
Bower, daughter of Adam Bower”.
Then the will goes on to provide for the
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disposal of other property - lands, cattle
and chattels. Evidently, at that time a
Negro wench, held as a slave, was as much
a piece of deedable property as a farm, a
cow, or a horse.
Gasper Bower was of Dutch origin and one
of the U. E. Loyalist pioneers of this county.
According to the early Crown Land record he
was a Corporal of the Kings Royal Regiment
of New York during the war of the American
Revolution. His name appears with the other
early Loyalist settlers on the Government
provision list in 1786. He owned the farm on
which the village of Strathcona now stands,
and built the first grist mill there at a very
early date. It was probably the first mill of
that kind on the Napanee River farther up
stream than where the first mills at “Appanee
Falls” were first built by Robert Clark, for
the Government in 1786. His name appears
on Robert Clark’s old account book in connection with the building of the first mills
at Napanee, as having furnished a team of
horsed for work at that time. It is quite probable therefore, that he was among the first to
own horses in this section of the country. He
was a Presbyterian and on his farm was built
a substantial stone Presbyterian church at a
very early time in the last century. It was probably the first stone church of any kind built in
this county. Later on the early Lutherans also
used the church as a place of worship, and so
did the Methodists. It was torn away, years
ago, to make room for the present substantial
brick Methodist church at Strathcona. Mr.
Bowers died and was buried about 1806, on
his farm, at what was long known as “Bower’s
Mills,” where his sons and other descendants
lived for years. None of the name now reside
in the county, we believe, but a number of
the descendants are well known citizens
elsewhere.
There was also a school there at an
early time - one of the few early schools
in the county. Our venerable citizen, John
Gibbard, J. P., now nearly ninety years
of age, well remembers, with his older
brother William, going to that school in his
early years. They then lived beyond where
Newburgh now stands and had, therefore,
some miles to trudge through the woods
every night and morning to reach that
school. The late William Gibbard once told
the writer he well remembered, over eighty
years ago, playing in an old frame building,
then abandoned, which was the first Bower
grist mill at that place.
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— Letters to the Editor —
A Note of Thanks

he kept his eyes peeled for enemy positions,
and he learned very quickly to communicate silently while we were on the move – all
contributing to the team effort.
I was most impressed that he stayed back
with the last of the refugees (Kira of the
King’s Rangers, and Jenny Carrier and I of
the Yorkers) who had to wait some time in
hiding for a second bateau to carry us away
to safety. He ensured that his charges were
all safe and embarked before he got into the
boat himself. A fine scout.
Kathleen Manneke
Loyal Refugee

Me n t i o n ed i n D i s pa t c h e s
– C h r i s t o p h e r L l o yd

On July 10 Sjt Bruce Grundy went into
hospital for another round of surgery.
A small mass had been detected in his
left hip, and yes it was cancer. It was
expected that he would be in hospital
for up to 2 weeks and on light duties for
8 weeks. Sjt Grundy writes:
Well I’m home and surprising everyone
again. The surgery went well, just longer
than I expected and it turned out to be more
extensive. Anyway, I got out in 5 days and
have a new scar to add to my collection!
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those friends who have provided
their support and wishes to my family and
I throughout this latest battle. We deeply
appreciate it and thank you all for your
support!
Bruce, Donna and Shannon Grundy

I would like to suggest that Christopher
Lloyd, a Scout in Duncan’s Coy, be
“mentioned in dispatches” for his exemplary
scouting during the Sunday tactical at
Adolphustown. This brave lad certainly rose
to the occasion, and his initiative and quickthinking contributed most positively to the
successful outcome of the refugee flight.
Huzzah to the young man!
He worked very hard to carry communication from the front of the line to the back,

Na v y B u r n s P o w de r a t
A d o lp h u s t o w n

At Adolphustown you will be happy to
know that we fired 106 rounds from the
Black Snake & Wolfe swivels, and from the
field gun in her shore and naval rolls. Not
bad! That doesn’t include the Red Wing or
the Rooster. Apparently the Rooster went
through over 30 rounds on her own. We
also fired blunderbusses and muskets from
the boats. We own 3 blunderbusses, and I
counted a few more that came out of the
woodwork and were used on board. All in
all, a pretty impressive number of rounds
down range.
Ken Taylor

— Links —
He r Maje s t y a t T r o o p i n g o f t h e C o l o u r

Anyone wishing to view Her Majesty at the trooping of the colour need only visit Youtube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CathkLBbca8&feature=related
Sjt Mjr David Moore
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