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T

h is year’s Annual Dinner was held
in the Queen’s York Rangers Serjeant’s
Mess at the Fort York Armouries. Prague
Catering, with their courteous and friendly
staff, provided an excellent dinner, and in great
quantities. There was enough food left over
that we were able to feed a class of militia, who
were on course at the armouries that night.
David Putnam, along with Mike and Andrea
Putnam, provided the instructions and music
for 18th century dancing in the Junior Ranks
Mess prior to the reception.The reception was
also held in the Junior Ranks Mess, as we were
unable to obtain the Officer’s Mess as originally planned. This Mess had lots of room and
the children enjoyed themselves playing on
the game machine and playing pool, while
the adults enjoyed the inexpensive drinks at
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the bar. At the appropriate hour everyone filed
into the Serjeants Mess and was seated, and
then the head table was marched in by Captain
Moore. The usual round of toasts was followed by dinner and the obligatory speech by
the Colonel. The winners for the two trophies,
“Yorker of the Year” and “Grey Cup”, were
unfortunately unable to attend the dinner to
receive their awards. One Yorker however, was
on hand to accept his award. This was Chris
Armstrong, winner of “Yorker of the Year” in
2009. He received his keeper trophy to rousing applause. After the food was consumed,
the mess was cleared of dining tables, and the
comfortable furniture was returned for those
who wished to stay and have a friendly drink
and a chat with friends.
Many thanks must go to Captain Jim
Millard and Gordon Semple of the Queen’s
Rangers for their advice, assistance in obtaining the mess for our use, and for their help
in setting up the mess prior to the dinner on
Saturday. I would also like thank Serjeant
Manning and Corporal Turrall for arriving
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early to assist in setting up the furniture in the
mess. Ann Lawrence was a great help in collecting the fees at the door and keeping the
money safe. Captain Moore assisted greatly
in setting out the timetable and organizing
the evening schedule. The Liness Clan was
so enthusiastic to help that they showed up
long before the mess opened. Their enthusiasm is to be commended.
Ho w s e T act i ca l Sc h oo l

The Tactical School this year is being held
at Fanshawe Village in London, Ontario.
Serjeant Mike Manning and Corporal
Matt Liness will be organizing the curriculum. Scott Paterson, along with his son
Chase, has been invited to teach field craft
skills, an art in which the Butlers Rangers
excel. Wolf Thomas has also been invited
to teach on his specialty, recon and ambush.
This should be an excellent curriculum and
I urge everyone to attend.
B l ack C reek

Black Creek will be different this year, with
the 2nd Connecticut coming as opposition.
Captain Cameron of the csm will re-badge
the csm as an American unit. John McLeod,
a well known Yorker Light Infantryman
from the past and a good friend of mine,
will be attending with Caldwell’s Rangers
to add to the excitement of the event. Last
year’s scenarios were a big hit with the public and this will continue in 2010. The Cast
Iron Chef will also be on the schedule, so
all of you who wish to participate, get your
recipes out. The theme of the recipes will be
published before the event.
R umour s

There are strong rumours that the regimental icon will be paraded at Fort George this
year. Major Joyner was awoken one night by
an extraterrestrial light, which led him to
the beer cooler in his garage. Instead of finding beer, he was struck blind by the sight of
the Yorker Icon, which as everyone knows,
is on the same spiritual level as the “Ark of
the Covenant”. I have been informed that
the monks, high priests, and maidens of the
iconic monastery are seriously preparing
themselves for this religious ceremony at
the All Up Canadian event.
You have all been forewarned.
Colonel James

U.S. A ll-Up Event

Lansing Manor
War i n Sc h o h ary ,
May 15-16

T

he American Revolution will return
to the New York Power Authority’s
Lansing Manor Visitor Center, in Schoharie
County, NY on May 15-16.The event is hosted
by the 2nd Regiment, Albany County Militia
and the Company of Select Marksmen. It is
also listed on the Continental Line website,
and should attract British Brigade and bar
units as well.
The Yorkers are becoming quite familiar
with this site, having attended the event in
2006 and 2008. Although Mine Kill State
Park doesn’t have any particular historic
significance for us, the surrounding region
certainly does. The event this year is called,
“War in Schohary”, and perhaps that says it
all. If you turn off I-90 at Fultonville, you
are minutes away from Johnson Hall, Fort
Johnson, Fort Hunter, Fonda, and Stone
Arabia. And as you turn south on Hwy 30A,
you drive by the Old Stone Fort, Schoharie,
Middleburgh (Upper Fort), and Cobleskill.
In fact, if you can get away early on Friday or
take an extra day to drive home on Monday,
there are more Yorker related sights to see
than you can shake a stick at.
The site provides almost 400 acres of mixed
cover and trails. War games and tactical demonstrations will be conducted both days. The

usual amenities will be provided – straw, water,
firewood and port-a-johns. On Saturday
evening there will be a period dance, with
excellent music and a first-rate caller.
The Lansing Manor Visitor Center is
located off Rt. 30 in the scenic hills of the
northern Catskills. Next to the Visitors
Center, is the newly-renovated Lansing
Manor, an early American country estate,
built in 1819 by John Lansing. He represented New York as a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention in 1787 and the
state’s Ratification Convention in 1788. The
manor house, which was actually built for
Lansing’s daughter and son-in-law, Jacob
Livingston Sutherland, was restored by the
Power Authority in 1977. Lansing Manor
is filled with authentic furnishings from
the first half of the 19th century. The house,
which is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, is now operated by the
Power Authority in cooperation with the
Schoharie County Historical Society. More
information about the Blenheim-Gilboa
Power Project and Lansing Manor, can be
found at http://www.nypa.gov/vc/blengil.htm.
This is the Yorker All-Up U.S. event
for 2010. It should be a good one, and well
worth the drive. It’s time to kit-up and start
the 2010 campaign season. See you there.
D i rect i on s :

Take the New York State Thruway to Exit
29 (Canajoharie). After toll, take Rte 5S
(East) to Rte 162 which becomes Rte 30A
(South). Follow Rte 30A (South) which will
become Rte 30 (South) through Schoharie/
Middleburgh. Visitors Center is on Rte 30,
17 miles south of Middleburgh.
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Nothing To Be Ashamed Of

R
T

he most prolific writer about the
American Revolution as waged from
Canada is about to go to press once again.
Volume II in Gavin Watt’s two-part series
is entitled, “I Am Heartily Ashamed”, and
picks up where “A Dirty Trifling Piece of
Business” left off.
The year 1782 offered a whole new set of
challenges. An incredibly fierce Canadian
winter was endured, before raiding was
resumed against the enemy’s frontiers. The
rebels’ Mohawk region defences soon fell
into disarray when two colonels jousted for

Ne w Y o r k H i s t o r i c

Sites May Close

N

R

ew York State Governor, David
Paterson, recently made the following announcement:
“New York faces an historic fiscal crisis of
unprecedented magnitude. It has demanded
many difficult but necessary decisions to
help ensure the fiscal integrity of our State.
The unfortunate reality of closing an $8.2
billion deficit is that there is less money
available for many worthy services and programs. In an environment when we have to
cut funding to schools, hospitals, nursing
homes, and social services, no area of State
spending, including parks and historic sites,
could be exempt from reductions. We cannot mortgage our State’s financial future
through further gimmicks or avoidance
behavior. Spending cuts, however difficult, are needed in order to put New York
on the road to fiscal recovery. Going forward through the budget process, I look
forward to a productive dialogue with the
Legislature on parks and historic sites, as
well as other issues.”

In turn, the Office of Parks, Recreation,
and Historic Preservation (oprhp)
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control. Continued negotiations encouraged Vermont to not support the rebellion
and the republic became a haven for loyalists
escaping persecution. Vermont’s adherents even felt free to militarily challenge
New York. After the poor results of Ross’
October, 1781 raid, Haldimand chose to
alter his strategy. For years, his native allies
had sent small war parties against the
frontiers, but in the summer of ‘82 he gave
command of large projects to First Nations
leaders whose methods greatly challenged
the rebels.
A new British ministry announced a
cessation of arms in July, soon followed
by peace talks. Despite the ceasefire,
Washington ordered an attack on the new
British post at Oswego, which failed miserably. When Haldimand discovered that
the treaty’s articles threatened the security
of Canada and made no provisions for the

natives or loyalists, he confessed, “My soul is
completely bowed down with grief… I am
heartily ashamed.”
The book will be in print by the middle
of May. Thereafter, if you see McGeachie
wondering your way with a haversack over
his shoulder, you better get you wallet out.

Commissioner, Carol Ash, issued this
statement:

• Johnson Hall State Historic Site
• Oriskany Battlefield
• Newtown Battlefield State Park
• Steuben Homestead
• Herkimer Home Historic Site
• Bennington Battlefield State Park
• Schoharie Crossing Historic Site
• Schuyler Mansion Historic Site
• Fort Ontario State Historic Site
• Fort Montgomery Historic Site
• Knox Headquarters Historic Site
• New Windsor Cantonment shs
• Stony Point State Historic Site
And so once again the rebels will dump the
tea in the harbour, rather than pay the tax.

“The 2010-11 Executive Budget included
reductions to every area of State spending.
As such, the Office of Parks, Recreation,
and Historic Preservation has today put
forward proposed closures and service
reductions to meet its agency savings target. These actions were not recommended
lightly, but they are necessary to address our
State’s extraordinary fiscal difficulties.”

oprhp’s plan includes the closure of 41
parks and 14 historic sites, and service
reductions at 23 parks and 1 historic site.
The closures include:
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z Williamson å

This is Part III in the series on the roles
played by soldiers in the British Army of the
late 18th Century. In the December issue of
the Courant we looked at the duties of the
private soldier. In the last issue a description of the Non Commissioned Office was
provided. In this last chapter of the series,
John Williamson, in his book “The Elements
of Military Arrangement; comprehending the Tactick, Exercise, Manoevres, and
Discipline of the British Infantry”, examines
the role and duties of the officer. Interesting
stuff for those who are, or aspire to be…

T

he field officers of a regiment are the
colonel, lieutenant-colonel and major.
Subordination of rank and obedience to
command being the great springs by which
the military machine is regulated and kept
in motion, the utmost deference is due to
the colonel from all the officers and soldiers
of his regiment, as well as the most implicit
obedience to his orders; and when a good
understanding prevails in a corps, every
inferior officer will concur in endeavouring
to strengthen and support his authority. This
authority of the colonel over his own regiment is of the most absolute nature, being
subject to no other control than that of the
articles of war, and the rules and customs of
the army. He is at the same time possessed
of every means necessary to inforce it.
Yet however absolute the power with

which he is invested, he will find it expedient to conciliate the affection and good-will
of his inferiors by a moderate use of it, by
affability in his demeanour, and politeness
in the discharge of his duty. A prudent commanding officer will in many instances be
content to substitute the milder voice of
influence and persuasion in lieu of authority; and, by the most scrupulous impartiality
in the distribution of justice, by the most
watchful adherence to the interests of his
corps, and by the avoiding of all useless
forms and frivolous distinctions when off
duty, will establish and maintain that unanimity among his officers, without which it
is impossible that discipline can subsist; for
when this principle is wanting, it is in vain
that any commanding officer, however great
his abilities, attempt to form a corps; his
best designs will be secretly and imperceptibly counteracted, and his orders evaded,
or as Tacitus expresses it, oftener explained
away than executed.
When present with his regiment the
colonel nominates and appoints the noncommissioned officers; whom he can also
reduce at his discretion. When a vacancy
happens among the commission officers,
he recommends such as he thinks most
deserving of promotion, with a due respect
to seniority; which recommendation will
for the most part have its effect, as the colonel must be supposed to be best acquainted

with the merits of his own officers; besides
which, he is to see and approve of every person who wishes to purchase into the corps.
Thus it becomes indispensably necessary
for every officer that looks after promotion
to recommend himself to the good opinion
of his colonel.
Every application of officers for leave to
sell, for leave of absence, &c. must come
through the colonel; who, in these and
many other instances, has it frequently in
his power to thwart such of his officers as
may have rendered themselves obnoxious
to him, and to favour others. When absent
he has a monthly return of the state of his
regiment transmitted to him, signed by the
officer commanding the regiment at camp,
garrison or quarters.
The accoutrements and cloathing of the
regiment are provided by the colonel from
the stoppages made for that purpose; and he
has the sole power of fixing or altering the
uniform and appointments of the corps, in
conformity to the King’s regulations.
The colonel’s command is from 600
to 1000 men or upwards. But it must be
observed, that the colonel, as well as all
other officers of whatsoever rank, may be
ordered to march with any number of men,
when the service requires it.
The lieutenant colonel is simply the
locum tenens of the colonel, commanding
the regiment in the absence of the latter…
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The third and last field officer of a regiment
is the major. When the colonel and lieutenant-colonel are both absent he becomes the
commanding officer; and, in that case, the
oldest captain usually does his duty.
The duties of the major are of great number and variety – but the first and principal
one is to exercise the regiment under the
inspection of the colonel; for which reason
he must have a perfect knowledge of the
exercise, and of all the manoeuvres.
It is the business of the major to inspect
the whole detail and duty of the corps. The
regimental book, which may be called the
records of the regiment, is kept by the major,
and is by him to be carefully transmitted to
his successor.
In order that his regiment be not injured,
or fatigued more than the rest, he should in
camp keep a roster of his brigade and of the
whole army; and likewise a detail of the different duties with the adjutant-general and
majors of brigade. He must take care that
the incampment of his corps be kept clean,
and that the laws and regulations respecting
the sutlers, and the whole oeconomy of the
camp, be inforced. He is also to visit the men
that are ordered on outposts, and to see that
they are provided with ammunition, pay and
bread, and that their arms are in good order.
A major’s command is from 150 to 300 men.
When an officer dies, or is killed in the
service, the major is to secure his effects and
have an inventory of them taken before a
regimental court of enquiry. He is then to
provide matters for his interment; and after
the expenses of it are defrayed, and the
quarters and debts of the deceased are discharged, the overplus is to be delivered to
his legal heirs.
These are the general outlines of the
major’s duty. But in particular it is his province to inspect the discipline of the corps,
and to see that the king’s regulations and
the orders of the commanding officer be
duly conformed to.
The subaltern officers of the regiment are
the captains, lieutenants and ensigns.
The captain is to his own company what
the colonel is to the whole regiment. He
has the entire charge and command of it in
every particular that regards its discipline and
oeconomy. It is his business to pay his company, or at least to see that they receive their
subsistence regularly, and are settled with at
the appointed periods; that they are well provided with necessaries, that their arms are in
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repair, and their accoutrements in order. For
the purpose of repairing the arms the captain is allowed the pay of certain ideal men,
who are called non-effectives. The number
of these vary according to the establishment:
three are allowed when the company consists
of from 50 to 70 men, and so in proportion.
A captain should endeavour to acquire
the affection of the inferior officers and soldiers of his company, by treating them with
humanity, by visiting them often in their
quarters, particularly when sick, by seeing
justice done them on all occasions, and by
watching over their interests with the eye
of a father. At the same time, he should
not connive at any faults, nor overlook the
smallest breach of duty.
When a captain renders himself respectable by a diligent discharge of his duty, the
commanding officer will hardly make any
promotions in his company without his recommendation. He should therefore make
himself acquainted with the character of
each individual, that he may, when occasion offers, recommend the most deserving:
and this privilege, when properly exercised,
will give a captain no small influence over
his men, many spirits being much more easily restrained from vice, or incited to virtue,
by the hope of reward than the dread of
punishment.
When from sickness or other causes there
are not in a company a sufficient number of
non-commission officers to do the duty, the
captain can appoint corporals to do the duty
of serjeants, who are called lance serjeants,
and private men to do the duty of corporals,
who are called lance corporals.
The ordinary duties of the captains are, in
garrison, the main-guard, the day, the reserve,
detachments, out-posts, picquets, courtsmartial, and fatigues or working parties.
A captain’s command is from 50 to
100 men; and he has always at least two
subalterns.
It was observed, that though the captains
are properly speaking subaltern officers, yet
that term is at present, in the common acceptation of it confined to the lieutenants and
ensigns. These though their rank is not the
same, yet, for the most part, roll indifferently
in duty together. It is this very circumstance
that has confined to them the name of subalterns, it having been found necessary to give
them some common appellation.
Their ordinary duties are, in garrison, guards, detachments, courts-martial,

visiting the hospital and barracks; in camp,
guards, detachments, outposts, picquets,
courts-martial, fatigues or working parties,
and orderly duties. No officer can change
his duty with another without leave from
the commanding officer…
One of the subalterns must constantly
attend roll-calling and all other parades, to
see that the men are all present, sober and
well drest; and is to read to his company the
orders of the day. When the regiment is in
barracks a subaltern officer is daily to visit
them, and to report the condition they are in
to the commanding officer. He is likewise to
examine the men’s provisions, and to see that
their messes are conducted with regularity.
When billeted on public houses a subaltern of each company should visit the men’s
quarters at least twice a week, and provide
against all dissentions between them and
their landlords. These parts of his duty, however disagreeable, no subaltern should think
either beneath him or of little consequence:
for a good and well disciplined regiment is as
much distinguished from one of the opposite
character by oeconomy, cleanliness and regularity in their quarters, as by their handsome
appearance in the field, or their steadiness
and good conduct in action.
Formerly the subalterns were by their
commissions appointed to particular companies, from which it was doubted whether
they could be removed without their own
consent. But now in consequence of an
order from his Majesty, they may be posted
to any company, and from that, when the
good of the regiment requires it, shifted to
any other, at the descretion of the officer
commanding the regiment, who is nevertheless enjoined to pay as much regard as
possible to seniority: therefore the oldest
subalterns should be appointed to the field
officers companies.
When a young officer first joins his corps
he is immediately to attend the drill, till he
is a perfect master of the exercise, both of
the firelock and spontoon. He must remain
at the head-quarters of the regiment, and
be present at all parades and courts-martial,
until he is well acquainted with every particular of his duty.
A subaltern’s party is from 20 to 30 men,
with a serjeant and drummer.
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Military Camp
P i ctor i a l

“Paul Sandby made good use of the summer of 1780 to create a visual record that
adds immeasurably to our knowledge of
British Army camp life in the early 1780s.
We can be grateful for this substantial
and informative legacy”. These words
were written by Gregory J. W. Urwin,
Professor of History, Temple University.
He then goes on to describe the wonderfully detailed sketches and watercolours
illustrating the soldier’s camp life in
1780. These are great examples of what
our tent lines should look like. Thank you
to Gavin Watt for passing these along.

A close look at this engraving
based on Paul Sandby’s sketch of an infantry camp in St. James’ Park in August 1780
reveals a wealth of detail. Our perspective is
the center of the camp. To the right and left
stand company streets composed of wedge
tents. Sergeants’ tents open toward the
viewer, while those of privates and corporals
open to the right or left. In front of each row
of wedge tents stand bells of arms. Each bell
is decorated on its back by a painted piece of
canvas bearing the Royal Arms. That insignia may well indicate that the unit encamped
here is one of the regiment of Foot Guards,
and not a militia organization. The proximity of this camp to St. James Palace reinforces
that hunch. Note that sergeants’ halberds are
planted beside the bells of arms. In the center
of the camp, we see a stack composed of eight
drums. Others are probably in use with duty
drummers and those attached to the guard.
A pair of furled regimental colors is propped
over the drums. The drum stack is also
flanked by a pair of camp colors, which are
small “great Union” flags. Two sentinels stand
beside these treasured trophies (drums and

colors). These Redcoats are armed with firelocks and fixed bayonets. Their cocked hats
identify them as battalion men. They wear
their accoutrements from white leather cross
belts, and they have brass plates on their black
cartridge boxes. In addition to their red regimental coats and white smallclothes, it can be
seen that they are wearing black full gaiters.
More battalion company privates are relaxing
in the left foreground. They are almost in full
uniform. One fellow is wearing a pair of half
gaiters, but the other two are just in stockings and shoes. They are not under arms and
wear no accoutrements. It can be seen here
that their cocked hats are edged with white
lace. Some officers are strolling past the bells
of arms with their families or civilian guests.
They are not on duty and wear shoes and
stockings. One officer at right clearly has two
black plumes stuck in his cocked hat. At the
far end of the camp in the background, the
viewer can pick out some officers’ marquees.
The flaps on one marquee are thrown open,
showing its occupants relaxing inside. At least
one mounted field officer is visible in the center background.
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Th is scene, so rich in detail on British
Army camp life, is one of several engravings
that Paul Sandby did based on the sketches
he made of the military camps that sprang
up in London’s parks in the summer of
1780 following the Gordon Riots. The big
pyramidal tent with the weathervane that
dominates this view is the Jolly Landlady,
a sutler’s establishment. The proprietress, a
formidable but hospitable lady, stands left of
center. She holds a bottle with her left hand
and is handing a glass of liquid cheer to an
appreciative light dragoon. He and his comrade both wear helmets with front peaks,
hair crests, and turbans wound around the
base of their crowns. Instead of a coat, each
light dragoon wears a single-breasted jacket
cut straight across the bottom. The jacket is
decorated down the front with loops made
of regimental lace. In colored versions of
Sandby’s prints of various London camps,
these jackets are dark blue. Could it be
that light dragoon regiments were moving
unofficially toward the style that would be
officially sanctioned almost immediately
after the War of Independence? It can also

be seen that the light dragoons wear shirts,
black neck stocks, breeches, and black
leather riding boots. Each trooper sports a
pair of cross belts that support a saber on his
left side and a carbine on his right. The light
dragoon accepting a drink from the jolly
landlady has the muzzle end of his carbine
secured in some sort of boot below his horse
pistol holsters. The light dragoons wear
their hair clubbed with side curls. Sandby
provides a good view of the light dragoons’
horse equipments. Inside the big tent sits an
infantryman enjoying a tankard of beer or
ale. He wears a cocked hat and half gaiters
cover his lower stockings and the tops of his
shoes. A young mother seated in the right
foreground is breast-feeding her baby, while
her two other children sit next to her. Behind
her can be seen a laundress plying her trade.
In addition, we see another mother with a
child inside a wedge tent. At the far right
is a male figure wearing a cap and an apron.
The fact that he has half gaiters inclines one
to believe he is also a soldier. Is he a pioneer
or a Redcoat detached for butcher duty
in camp?

Page 7
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Th is is one of the more important
engravings produced by Paul Sandby of the
military encampment in London’s Hyde
Park in the summer of 1780. It shows how
British soldiers set their hair in the field. As
is clear from this picture, they helped each
other in what certainly served as a bonding
ritual among comrades. In the left foreground, a private with his back turned to
the viewer works on his comrade’s hair. The
latter sits on a bundle of straw. He is wearing his white ruffled shirt and has a cloth
draped over his upper legs and knees. This
could possibly indicate that his hair is being
powdered or perhaps treated with pomatum.
The soldier working on his seated friend
wears a regimental coat. The pocket flaps
on the coattails are set vertically rather than
horizontally – an unusual arrangement – but

seen in a few other installments of Redcoat
Images. This soldier’s hair is clubbed and
worn with side curls. Both of the Redcoats
in this group wear breeches, stockings, half
gaiters, and shoes. Another soldier stands
closer to the center of this print in the company street with his back to the viewer. He
is trying to club his hair himself. He wears
a regimental coat. This garment appears to
have horizontal pocket flaps. This Redcoat
also sports breeches, stockings, half gaiters, and shoes. A little further back in the
company street sits a bare-headed soldier.
His hair is being fixed by a friend standing
behind him in a cocked hat. Both of these
Redcoats wear their regimental coats. In
addition to the soldiers, Sandby filled this
scene with many other figures and activities.
At the center of the scene, a camp follower

employed as a regimental laundress plies
her trade. Beside her is a clothes line where
soldiers’ shirts and smallclothes are drying.
There appear to be two other laundresses at
work in the left background. Also visible are
several children. An old woman in the right
foreground appears to be washing the hair
of one child or checking his hair for vermin. Another camp follower in a tent just
behind the old woman is teaching a dog to
beg. Closer to the center of the scene, a soldier’s child is playing with another dog. In
this scene, Sandby combines charm and an
observant eye to provide a candid depiction
of one of the more mundane tasks performed by British soldiers during the era of
the American Revolution.
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In this view, Westminster Cathedral
looks down from the background on a
peaceful scene along officer’s row. At left,
an officer sits in his marquee. Perhaps
he is catching up on some personal correspondence or he is attending to official
paperwork. He has raised one wall of his
tent to reveal the camp furniture inside.
Positioned on top of a canvas ground cloth
are a cot with a mattress, pillow, and bedclothes; three wooden chairs; and a camp
desk. The officer wears a plain cocked hat,
his regimental coat, a pair a black leather
riding boots. A boy groom mounted on a
pony is holding the officer’s saddled steed,
and it appears his master will be taking a
ride shortly. These visual cues indicate that
this officer is either a field officer or an adjutant. Behind the marquee stand two smaller

tents, which may be used to store some of the
officer’s baggage or provide shelter for his
servants. Next to the two small tents at center a Foot Guards grenadier stands with his
back to the viewer, his firelock held with the
butt on the ground. He is conversing with
two light dragoons in the distinctive dark
blue jackets that Sandby shows in his other
depictions of the 1780 London encampments. In the right foreground stand two
well dressed ladies and three equally well
dressed children with a white dog. Behind
this ground and a little to the right is a wall
tent. Inside we see an enlisted man from a
Foot Guards battalion company in conversation with a gentleman wearing boots
and a white suit. In the background, we see
another officer’s marquee with an awning or
fly over its front entrance. Under that cover

a figure dressed in white smallclothes pours
water into a basin. Is he an officer preparing
to cleanse himself, or a servant performing
some task for his master?

Q
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S i r John’s
Annus Horribilis


When Sir John Johnson, Sixth Baronet
of New York, graced the formal opening
of Upper Canada Village on June 24 th ,
1961, a unique and fitting finis was
written to a colourful and adventurous
chapter in the history of the Loyalists
of Upper Canada. It is interesting that
this War of 1812 battlefield has such a
unique connection to the Johnson family
and the St Lawrence Loyalists. In 1963
the 6 th Baronet published a small book
entitled, “ The North American Johnsons:
A Short Story of Triumph and Tragedy”.
The following is an except from this
book dealing with Sir John Johnson’s
(the Second Baronet) troubled life in the
years before and during the War of 1812.

B

y 1 812 the clouds of war had once
more appeared over Canada. Sir
John was now in his seventieth year. He
was still obsessed by the idea that, if only
the Rangers and the Indians could again
lay waste the areas behind the advancing
American armies, the climate alone would
defeat them, as it had done near Quebec so
many years before. His letter to Sir George
Prevost, written early in that year, shortly
before the actual outbreak of war, is a masterpiece of advice as to the best way of using
the Rangers and Indians in what was to
be the coming campaign. This letter, now
the property of the author, is mounted and
shown in the Museum at Crysler Battlefield
Memorial Park.
The year 1812, however, brought Sir John
little personal comfort, for his eldest son
and heir, William, who as a small boy had
survived the terrible journey which followed
Polly’s escape from her American gaolers,
died from natural causes. He had married
the daughter of Sir John’s great friend, Sir
Stephen De Lancey, one of his staunchest
aids in the settlement of the Loyalists, and
afterwards Governor of Tabago. William
left three daughters, the eldest of whom
married Count Balmain, afterwards to be
Russian Commissioner in St. Helena while
Napoleon was captive there.
Sir John’s daughter Anne had married Colonel MacDonnell, Deputy
Quartermaster-General in Canada, whose
name today is a well-known one in Ontario.

As has already been related, Sir John’s second son died as an infant following Polly’s
desperate and successful bid to reach her
husband after her escape from Albany.
His third son, Adam Gordon, became a
Lieutenant-Colonel in the Militia in 1814,
and eventually succeeded him as the third
baronet.
James Stephen, his fourth son, had
been killed at Badajos in 1808 during the
Peninsular War.
His daughter, Maria Catherine, had married Major-General Sir Henry Ford Bowes,
who, after being the hero of Badajos where
James Johnson met his end, was himself
killed while storming the breach at the siege
of Salamanca.
1812 was, in fact, a particularly tragic year
in the life of Sir John and Polly, for besides
the death of their eldest son, their fifth,
Robert Thomas, was drowned in Canada,
and their sixth, Major Warren Johnson,
died of yellow fever while serving with the
60th Regiment.
They were now left with three sons –
Adam Gordon, as related; John, whose own
son eventually succeeded to the baronetcy;
and Charles Christopher, in due course to
be commissioned into the 9th Lancers and
to marry Susan, the beautiful daughter of
Admiral Sir Edward Griffiths Colpoys. It
was Charles who set up the present line of
succession.
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Editorial

Th e W a r of

2012
R

T

he year 2012 will be very significant for us all, and it has nothing
to do with the end of the Aztec Calendar.
We humans (especially reenactor humans)
have a real fascination with anniversaries,
particularly if they end in 25, 50, or best of
all, 00. And of course, multiples of 100 are
even better. So, as we approach the 200th
Anniversary of the War of 1812, plans are
being made and money allocated for what
will certainly be a major celebration.
It was just a single line among 20 pages,
but Canadian historians are celebrating the
mention of the War of 1812 in the Federal
government’s recent throne speech. It said,
“Two years hence, our Government will
engage millions of citizens and strengthen
knowledge and pride in Canada by commemorating the bicentennial of the War of
1812, an event that was key to shaping our
identity as Canadians and ultimately our
existence as a country.” The budget that followed allocated $2 million for community
war memorial projects, without providing
any specifics as to how this will be spent.
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The Ontario Ministry of Tourism has said
the bicentennial will be a major event for
Ontario, with close to 13 million Americans
and Canadians saying they will consider
attending events. With Canada’s new found
enthusiasm for gold medals, it’s not hard
to understand why the history of our gold
medal performance during the War of 1812
will be a big hit with the Canadian public.
But what about the reenactor community? For what it’s worth, here is my
humble opinion of what will unfold for the
next few years…
The French and Indian War folks had
their shot at the 250th anniversary of the
Plains of Abraham in 2009, and for reasons
that only Canadians will understand, it didn’t
happen. Thankfully, the siege of Fort Niagara
appeared to be a great success and justified all
the work that went into the making of a new
regimental coat for Quebec.
It is expected that 1812 reenactors are
going to be very busy folks, starting with
the summer of 2012. Every historic site in
Ontario, Quebec, New York, Ohio and
Michigan will be anxious to promote their
role in the War, and will be vying for the
government dollars that have been promised to “strengthen knowledge and pride”.
And of course, as reenactors, we all know
that the public will want action, colourful
uniforms, smoke, fire, noise, horses, artillery
and living history. Recruiting will be up,
events will be good, and there will be more
public interest than you can shake a stick at.
Yes, busy times are ahead for the 1812ers.
And, when the Battle of New Orleans is
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done, you can bet that Canadian 1812 reenactors will be heading to Brussels to support
Wellington at the 200th anniversary of the
Battle of Waterloo.
Although 1812 reenacting is going to be
big in our area, you can bet that Washington,
dc won’t be putting much money into commemorating the burning of the White
House. Once you hit the southern border of
New York State, the next five years will be
dominated by Civil War reenacting, starting with the 150th anniversary of the first
shot fired on Fort Sumter (April 12, 2011).
For us in Revolutionary War reenacting, we
should not despair. Although we are 15 years
away from the first 250th anniversary event
of the Revolution, we will have our share of
good and even great events in the coming
years. Although our time period won’t be
in the limelight for the next while, Rev War
reenacting has the organization, people and
depth that will give us the great reenacting
experiences we are accustomed to.
Dave Putnam
Editor
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2 0 1 0 C a l endar

S i te for S i l k Stock i ng s

The 30th Annual Yorker Calendar was
distributed at the Winter Party on March
20, and subsequently e-mailed out in an 8 ½
x 11 format. If you weren’t at the Party and
would prefer to receive the full-sized paper
copy, contact me at alawrenc@durham.net
or by phone at 905-649-1620, and a copy will
be sent by snail mail. Please include your full,
up-to-date, functional address, including
postal code.

I ju st received a pair of silk stockings
and a pair of wool stockings I had made to
order in the UK. The wool stockings were
12 pounds and the silk were 40 pounds. The
quality is, quite frankly, phenomenal and the
fit is perfect – every pair is apparently knit to
order on a 19th century knitting loom.
The website is http://sallypointer.com/
She has a wide variety of colours and styles,
from “kilt” style to the period narrow knit
band. The wool stockings are so much better
than anything I’ve been able to buy the

Capt Alex Lawrence

last three years it’s like a miracle, and I’ve
NEVER had period silk stockings before-the silk are very thick (almost like thick
cotton) and fit quite amazingly. Washington
wearing silk stockings in the Ohio country
suddenly makes sense. I’ll wear them
this summer and post an update, but they
seem well made and solid.
Hope this helps someone out there. btw, the
order came 8 days after being placed. That’s
service, especially when made to order.
Your friend,
Christian
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