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T h e S c h oo l

h is year’s school was held at
Fanshawe Pioneer Village and organized by Serjeant Mike Manning. The
theme this year was fieldcraft and ambush,
and the village contained ground that was
well suited for this purpose. To fill the positions as instructors for the various classes
we were fortunate to have Wolf Thomas,
Scott and Chase Paterson, and Christian
Cameron, who passed on their experience
and knowledge to all who attended. All of
these classes in fieldcraft proved to be very
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popular with those who attended. We were
taught the art of concealment, properly
using shade and brush to our advantage.
Also on the curriculum was how to set-up
an ambush and also how to recognize one.
Another lesson learned was how to load
and fire on the move through the bush, as
well as speed firing in various positions. At
the end of each day we had two tacticals
that were fought through the village, utilizing all of the buildings and other obstacles.
The weather on both Friday and Saturday
evenings was atrocious and threatened to
ruin the weekend, however the “Big Man”
upstairs smiled on us and we were able to
pack up with dry canvas.

C o m i n g

E v e n t s

aug 7 - 8
Fo r t Wellin g t on –
T imelin e Eve nt
aug 1 4 - 15
Fo r t O n tar io –
BA R Natio n al E ve nt
aug 2 8 - 29
Ne w to w n , PA
sept 18
Th o r n h ill Parade canc elle d
sept 25-26
Bran d y w in e Cre e k –
BB/CL

B l ack C reek 2 0 1 0

Th is year marked the thirtieth anniversary of the Black Creek event and after all
these years we finally had a change of scenery. The Village opened up the north end of
the village, which is above Steeles Ave, an
area which is not too well known. The area

oct 2-3
Fo r t Klo ck, N Y
canc elle d
oct 16-17
Me ye rs Hill, N Y
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is roughly 400 yds x 400 yds and has open
areas, buildings, and woods which made for
really good tactical ground. Chase Paterson,
and his 2nd Connecticut Continentals
showed up with twenty two musketmen
which made for great opposition, in both
the free form tactical and scripted battles.
This new ground has a completely different
feel to it for a battle, as we are so used to the
old ground.
Once again the public were thrilled by the
vignettes such as the portrayal of the “Poor
Loyalist Widow” being thrown out of her
house, with screaming children and all.

Promotion

On Sunday morning the Yorkers paraded
for the introduction of our new Honourary
Lt. Colonel, Douglas Grant. Speaking with
Doug after the parade, he stated that he
was honoured to be chosen for the honoury
position. He is very knowledgeable about
the Rev War and the Loyalist regiments that
came north to settle in what is now Canada.
Doug is a very well spoken and friendly
person and his wife Nancy is extremely
charming. After the parade the officers and
nco’s had a small wine & cheese reception
for Doug and Nancy in the Yorker tavern.

aptain Sandford is pleased to
announce the field promotion (Black
Creek) of Dave Forrest to Corporal of the
Light Company.
In the early part of this decade the Lights
enjoyed tremendous growth, but in recent
years participation has waned and the Lights
have had to reduce from two full strength
sections, as well as phase out a number of
supporting nco positions.
Reducing a force is never an easy task.
Yorker culture is such that we don’t want
to be one of those “top heavy” reenactment
units, with more officers than men. With
grace and humility guys like Lieutenant
Fudge have often turned out as private
or “volunteer” and guys like corporals
Anderson, Wright and Carrier have voluntarily stepped down to privates positions,
recognizing their own need to reduce the
scope of their former nco roles.
Then a guy like Dave comes along.
Dave started doing things for the company even before he hit the parade square
and even though he has two seasons under
his belt he has taken tremendous initiative in motivating, recruiting and just plain
gettin’er done.
With the restructuring taking place

W yom i ng , P A .

Th is event was moved from the original site to a new one due to the well known
budget problems of the various American
States. The event was a prelude to a much
bigger bb/cl event next year. At this event
the organizers incorporated the public into
the action, similar to what we encountered
at Newtown last year. The public came out
in good numbers, several hundred for each
action and were really appreciative.
Colonel James
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Lights

within the company, there is a leadership
vacuum and Dave is just the right individual
with the right chops to support Sergeant
Lougheed in a second much needed junior
nco role.
Dave is a natural “outdoorsman” and a
career arborist who loves tinkering. As a
result the Captain has a new refurbished
musket, half the frizzens in the company are
hardened and the company fly should have
a new centre pole any day now.
Most important, Dave is not afraid to get
down and do the dirty work and has been
brought in to help with a renewed recruiting
effort and general organization of company
assets, people and mess.
Welcome to command Dave and if this
is the kiss of death for you, I will hunt you
down personally.
Captain Steve Sandford
Light Company
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O

nly a few months ago the reenacting community was lamenting
the fact that many important historic sites
throughout New York State were scheduled for closure due to budget constraints.
It appears that a significant reversal has
occurred and a victory won. The sites that
were on the block have now opened for
business and life goes on.
Fort Ontario State Historic Site in
Oswego N.Y. is one of the sites that are
rejoicing. Consequently, the Brigade of
the American Revolution (bar) is rolling
ahead with its National Encampment on
the weekend of August 14 & 15. And the
Royal Yorkers will be there to show our support and participate in an event, which for
many is almost in our backyard.
Fort Ontario was an important site for
the Yorkers, particularly during the last few
years of the Revolution. In 1780 and 1781
the decrepit fort was often used as a base
for Royal Yorker and Butler’s Ranger raids.
On February 18, 1782 Governor Haldimand
instructed Major John Ross of the 2nd Bn
krrny to go to Oswego and reestablish a
garrison there. Ross made a couple of preliminary inspections to determine what
rebuilding was necessary. In April, a garrison
made up of Yorkers and Butler’s Rangers,
was transported from Carleton Island to
reoccupy the important Lake Ontario site.
Perhaps the last act of war on New York’s
frontier revolved around British-held Fort
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Ontario. Although peace negotiations
were in their final stages, Col Marinus
Willett wrote to General Washington and
requested permission to take the fort by a
surprise night assault. Willett reasoned that
otherwise the Fort would be used for continued “murderous Tory-Indian incursions”,
even after the conclusion of the war. Robert
B. Roberts, author of “New York’s Forts in
the Revolution” picks up the story…
“On February 8, 1783, Willet assembled a
force of 470 Continentals at Fort Herkimer,
with Captain John, an Oneida Indian, to act
as guide for the expedition. With the white
mantle of full winter over the Mohawk
Valley and the temperature hovering near
zero, the force moved out the next evening. They marched to frozen Oneida lake,
trudged across the ice to the remains of old
Fort Brewerton, and arrived at the Oswego
River about four miles above the falls on
February 12.
After spending several hours fashioning scaling-ladders, they continued to
trek through the snow-buried woods.
They emerged from the wilderness and
marched on the river ice to a point where
the ice began to give way beneath them.
They returned to the woods, certain that
they were then only several miles from the
British-held fort. It was approximately one
hour to midnight on February 12, with 4
a.m. set as the zero hour for the surprise
attack. Captain John assured Willett that
they were only a few miles from the fort.
With their objective now apparently
about to loom up before them, Willett’s
men, confidently cheerful, pressed forward
eagerly through the silent, snow-laden
woodland. After an hour Willett was
informed by his Oneida guide that they
were about two miles from the British base.
They trudged on for another hour. Captain
John again assured the colonel that it was
only two more miles. At intervals for the
next several hours, Willett was given the
same answer: two more miles. Willett was

positive that they were lost. Suspecting
duplicity, he had Captain John put under
strict guard; the Oneida guide then reluctantly admitted that he had lost his way.
The cold had deepened to sub-zero. They
kept on the move to prevent their limbs from
freezing. Dawn of February 13 found them,
by astonishing chance, on the edge of the
forest, barely a mile from Fort Ontario.
The Continental Army’s commanderin-chief had issued hard orders not to
attack the fort unless there was indubitably present the element of surprise. After
Willett conferred with his subordinates, it
was decided to stay low in the woods during
the daylight hours and make the assault that
night. Just then, as luck would have it, five
British soldiers, bent on gathering firewood,
emerged from the fort and approached the
American’s position. Every effort was made
to capture them quickly and quietly. Two of
the soldiers were expertly tomahawked, but
the others affected their escape and made
all haste back to the fort, yelling the alarm
with all their might. There was at once the
beat to arms, and troops appeared on the
fort’s ramparts.
Bitterly disappointed, Willet ordered the
retreat. The men silently turned about and
retraced the trail back to Fort Brewerton.
When they arrived at Fort Herkimer a few
days later, they learned that their expedition
had been a useless exercise: during their
absence news had reached the garrison
there that a cessation of hostilities had been
declared between the mother country and
her rebellious offspring.”

For a more comprehensive study of the
role of Fort Ontario late in the Revolution,
in particular the Willett raid, see (i.e.
buy) a copy of Gavin Watt’s new book,
“I Am Heartily Ashamed – Volume II:
The Revolutionary War’s Final Campaign
as Waged from Canada in 1782.”
So there you have it. The war virtually
ended at the fort that we will visit on August
14 – 15.
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contingent of Loyalists and Natives and a
much larger force of Continentals. In 1779,
General Washington ordered General John
Sullivan to gather an army and form an
offensive against the Iroquois. His orders
were to drive the natives out of the wilderness of New York, to burn their villages and
destroy their crops. The rebels were to push

A ugust 2 8 & 2 9

T

he Battle of Newtown is another one
of the events that hung in the balance
this year, as the State of New York struggled
with its budget issues. Newtown Battlefield
State Park is now open and the event will go
ahead as planned on the weekend of August
28 & 29.
Newtown Battlefield State Park sits on a
forested hilltop with a commanding view of
the Chemung River Valley. It is located in
the beautiful southern tier area of New York
State, near the town of Elmira. The park is
the home of the Chemung Valley Living
History Center, whose motto is now “living our history and fighting for Newtown
Battlefield State Park”.
Although there were no Yorkers at
the original battle, it was very much a
“David & Goliath” action between a small

Fort Klock
O ctober 2 & 3

I

t was announced at Fort George that
the October 2 & 3 event at Fort Klock
has now been cancelled. If you were
planning to make this your Fall event for
the 2010 season, you should now switch to
one or more of the other remaining events.
There are still some good ones for your
consideration.

6

their way northward to the shores of Lake
Ontario and to capture the Forts, Oswego
and Niagara. On August 29, 1779 Sullivan’s
force of more than 5,000 soldiers discovered
Butler’s Rangers and a party of natives waiting in ambush near an Indian village called
New Town. The rest is history as they say.

The Northern Brigade attended the 230th
anniversary event last season and the Royal
Yorkers were there in strength. Always a
good event, the organizers go out of their
way to provide a number of excellent battles,
on some pretty interesting and demanding
ground. They have also become known for
their excellent Saturday evening party and
delicious Sunday breakfast. Last year it was
a Continental Breakfast. This year, in the
spirit of fairness, I’m sure it will be a Loyalist
Breakfast.
More details will be provided as the
weekend approaches. Keep in mind that it’s
always a good way to end the summer, as the
campaign season winds to a close.
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Brandywine
S eptember 2 5 - 2 6

T

h is year the big event on the Yorker
Calendar was Fort George. Our
focus on this event may have overshadowed another BIG event happening at the
Brandywine Creek State Park on the weekend of September 25 & 26. This is a British
Brigade and Continental Line sponsored
event, hosted by the 2nd Virginia Regiment.
S c h edu l e

saturday
10 a.m. Camp open to the public
4 p.m.
Camp closes to the public
6 – 7 p.m. Blanket sale/swap – Sell or buy
from fellow participants at the
Pavilion
sunday
7 a.m.
Reveille
7:30 a.m.	Formation for Non-Public
Tactical
10 a.m. Camp open to the public
3 p.m.
Camp closes to the public

Here are some of the details concerning
camp expectations:

Location: The event will take place in
Brandywine Creek State Park, about 3 miles
north of Wilmington, Delaware.
Registration: Registration will run from
2 p.m. to 1 a.m. on the Friday and again
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Saturday morning. Late arrivals will be required to carry
their belongings into the camp as a courtesy
to those who have already setup.
Camps: Private soldiers should not have
excessive camp equipment. Most participants should be using standard size wedge
tents unless they have a command position. Wall tents and marquees should only
be used by officers in the military camp.
Accommodations will be made in an adjacent area for those who are not officers but
wish to bring a larger tent. No open flames
are allowed in tents. All candles must be
enclosed in period correct lanterns. Lantern
stands are not allowed, so please store your
lanterns in your tent when not in use.

The Marquis de Lafayette was wounded at the Battle of Brandywine trying to rally retreating American troops

Kitchens: Participants are asked to limit
themselves to tin kettles or iron pots of an
appropriate period design. No fires will be
allowed in the military camp other than
in the camp kitchens. Event coordinators
encourage participants to construct brush
arbors next to the camp kitchens as an alternative to “dining flys”. If units opt to bring
dining flys, they must be setup in the camp
kitchen area.
Special Impressions: Special impressions are encouraged such as surgeons,
sutlers, laundress, etc. Contact the quartermaster for the camp if accommodations are
needed in advance.
Logistics: Water will be available from
the site. Straw and firewood will be available
at the quarter guard. Straw bales taken from
the quarter guard must be either used in a
tent or broken up. No baled straw is allowed
in the camp. Straw is rationed at one-half
bale per wedge tent, with no straw in the
officer lines or in the kitchen area. Restroom
facilities are adjacent to the camps and supplemented by portable restrooms. A first
aid kit will be kept at the adjutant’s tent and
emergency personnel will be on site.
Camp Appearance: All modern items
and equipment (such as coolers, sleeping
bags, etc) should be kept out of sight. The
following items should not be visible to the
public in camp at any time: camp furniture
in the company streets of military camps;
non-period cookware such as blue enamel
speckleware; visible plastic bags or ground
cloths; visible cots or sleeping bags; lantern
stands; unbroken straw bales used as furniture in camps; two piece camp chairs or other
anachronistic furnishings; visible non-period
foodstuffs; visible modern food packaging
such as beverage cans, bottles, etc.
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C o l one l C rawford

Memorial Test Cup
20 1 0

O

n the afternoon of Saturday, 19 June,
2010, Black Creek Pioneer Village
hosted the second playing of the Colonel
Crawford Memorial Test Cup. The
Crawford Cup is the only cricket match in
the world named after a rebel officer who
was both defeated and eaten by his opponents, which served him right for trying to
survey Ohio before peace was concluded.
Those of you of long tooth and memory
may remember that Duncan’s Company
played the first Crawford Test Match at
Olentangy, Ohio in 2007. Although on
campaign, the players were not deterred by
the absence of cricket equipment. Instead,
they ingeniously used Pvt. Dittrick’s rifle
as a bat and a handy series of cow patties
as balls. After challenging all comers, none
could be found who had the courage to take
on Duncan’s men, so the first Crawford Test
Match was won by default.
Having returned to garrison, Duncan’s
Company issued a second challenge for
Black Creek. This time, they brought their
finest equipment and cricket clothing. In
response to the challenge, the Light Infantry
Company, intrigued, sent its Captain to
imbibe champagne and Pimm’s Punch. The
Grenadier Company, intimidated, pleaded a
previous engagement and stayed away from
the match in droves. The Loyalist Fifes and
Drums, emboldened by the knowledge that
a Putnam had been a member of the original team at Olentangy, attended in force
and wearing uniforms which had the glory
of consistency, if not glamour.

Unfortunately, the Drum Major made a
serious tactical error by winning the coin toss
and then throwing away the opportunity to
bat first. Duncan’s invoked divine right by
playing the Chaplain at bat first. Father Neil
scored a nifty pair of runs before finishing his
over. Next, Serjeant Stewart, the only veteran
of the first match to attend the second, took
bat and protected his wicket for another pair
of runs. At this point, the Drum Major made
his second tactical error by agreeing to end
the innings at twenty runs. Little did he know
that Duncan’s ringer, Serjeant Smith, was next
to bat. Smith made several singular hits which
took Duncan’s to its prescribed twenty runs
before he could be batted out. The Drums
were left to search in the bushes and in flowerbeds for the elusive balls. With twenty runs,
Duncan’s ended its innings with only one batter discharged, for a 20 for 1 score.
Next, the Drums took to the wicket while
Duncan’s fielded. Despite yeoman bowling,
the Drums quickly worked up twenty runs
of their own and ended its first innings with
two batsmen discharged for a 20 for 2 score.
By now, the effects of the Pimm’s Cups,
champagne and heat had worked their

customary wonders, prostrating Serjeant
Stewart, Captain Moore, Private Sova,
Private Boyd, and their customary entourage
of adoring female fans. By agreement, the
match was called for a tie. No other teams
having appeared, and the Captain of the
Light Infantry Company having decided
he preferred bowls of champagne and the
company of pretty women to field sport, the
test was called as a tie between the defending champion Duncan’s Company and their
valiant and earnest challengers, the Loyalist
Fifes and Drums. Duncan’s having had
possession of the actual Crawford Cup until
now, it was sent home with the Drum and
Fife Major where it will no doubt occupy a
position of honour in their home.
Those of you of a sporting persuasion may
be pleased to know that the Crawford Cup is
not an annual event. It can be played as often
as a challenger dares request. Those who wish
to challenge the current champions need only
apply to the Drum Major or Captain Moore
for satisfaction, and either of those worthy
gentleman will be pleased to deliver it.
Sjt. Robert Stewart
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T h e T h ree “ R ’ s ”

Rogers’ Rules
of

Ranging
q
If you think that the Yorker Tactical
School is a modern innovation, you’ll be
surprised to hear that Robert Rogers ran
similar schools during the French and
Indian War. In September and October,
1757, Rogers was asked to provide informal training for selected soldiers from
various regular regiments. He took
them on scouts and conducted training exercises, to familiarize them with
ranger techniques. As part of this training, Rogers provided each cadet with
28 written rules of conduct that would
become North America’s first manual for
la petite guerre. Some of these will sound
very familiar.

A

ll Rangers are to be subject to the
rules and articles of war; to appear
at roll-call every evening, on their own
parade, equipped each with a firelock, sixty
rounds of powder and ball, and a hatchet,
at which time any officer from each company is to inspect the same, to see they are
in order, so as to be ready on any emergency
to march at a minute’s warning; and before
they are dismissed, the necessary guards are
to be draughted and scouts for the next day
appointed.
Whenever you are ordered out to the
enemies forts or frontiers for discoveries, if
your number be small, march in a single file,
keeping at such a distance from each other
as to prevent one shot from killing two men,
sending one man, or more, forward, and the
like on each side, at the distance of twenty
yards from the main body, if the ground you
march over will admit of it, to give the signal
to the officer of the approach of an enemy,
and of their number, &c.
If you march over marshes or soft ground,
change your position, and march abreast of

each other to prevent the enemy from tracking you (as they would do if you marched in
a single file) till you get over such ground,
and then resume your former order, and
march till it is quite dark before you encamp,
which do, if possible, on a piece of ground
that may afford your centries the advantage
of seeing or hearing the enemy some considerable distance, keeping one half of your
whole party awake alternately through the
night.
Some time before you come to the place
you would reconnoiter, make a stand, and
send one or two men in whom you can confide, to look out the best ground for making
your observations.
If you have the good fortune to take any
prisoners, keep them separate, till they are
examined, and in your return take a different route from that in which you went out,
that you may the better discover any party
in your rear, and have an opportunity, if
their strength be superior to yours, to alter
your course, or disperse, as circumstances
may require.
If you march in a large body of three or
four hundred, with a design to attack the
enemy, divide your party into three columns, each headed by a proper officer, and
let those columns march in single files, the
columns to the right and left keeping at

twenty yards distance or more from that
of the center, if the ground will admit, and
let proper guards be kept in the front and
rear, and suitable flanking parties at a due
distance as before directed with orders to
halt on all eminences, to take a view of the
surrounding ground, to prevent your being
ambuscaded, and to notify the approach or
retreat of the enemy, that proper dispositions may be made for attacking, defending,
&c. And if the enemy approach in your front
on level ground, form a front of your three
columns or main body with the advanced
guard, keeping out your flanking parties, as
if you were marching under the command
of trusty officers, to prevent the enemy from
pressing hard on either of your wings, or surrounding you, which is the usual method of
savages, if their number will admit it, and be
careful likewise to support and strengthen
your rear-guard.
If you are obliged to receive the enemy’s
fire, fall, or squat down, till it is over; then
rise and discharge at them. If their main
body is equal to yours, extend yourselves
occasionally; but if superior, be careful to
support and strengthen your flanking parties, to make them equal to theirs, that if
possible you may repulse them to their main
body, in which case push upon them with
the greatest resolution with equal force
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in each flank and in the center, observing
to keep at a due distance from each other,
and advance from tree to tree, with one half
of the party before the other ten or twelve
yards. If the enemy push upon you, let your
front fire and fall down, and then let your
rear advance thro’ them and do the like,
by which time those who before were in
front will be ready to discharge again, and
repeat the same alternately, as occasion shall
require, by this means you will keep up such
a constant fire, that the enemy will not be
able easily to break your order, or gain your
ground.
If you oblige the enemy to retreat, be
careful, in your pursuit of them, to keep
out your flanking parties, and prevent them
from gaining eminences, or rising grounds,
in which case they would perhaps be able to
rally and repulse you in their turn.
If you are obliged to retreat, let the front
of your whole party fire and fall back, till
the rear hath done the same, making for the
best ground you can; by this means you will
oblige the enemy to pursue you, if they do it
at all, in the face of a constant fire.
If the enemy is so superior that you are
in danger of being surrounded by them,
let the whole body disperse, and every one
take a different road to the place of rendezvous appointed for that evening, which
must every morning be altered and fixed for
the evening ensuing, in order to bring the
whole party, or as many of them as possible,
together, after any separation that may happen in the day; but if you should happen to
be actually surrounded, form yourselves into
a square, or if in the woods, a circle is best,
and, if possible, make a stand till the darkness of the night favours your escape.
If your rear is attacked, the main body
and flankers must face about to the right
or left, as occasion shall require, and form
themselves to oppose the enemy, as before
directed; and the same method must be
observed, if attacked in either of your flanks,
by which means you will always make a rear
of one of your flank-guards.
If you determine to rally after a retreat,
in order to make a fresh stand against the
enemy, by all mans endeavour to do it on the
most rising ground you come at, which will
give you greatly the advantage in point of
situation, and enable you to repulse superior
numbers.
In genera, when pushed upon by the
enemy, reserve your fire till they approach

the yorker courant
very near, which will then put them into
the greatest surprise and consternation, and
give you an opportunity of rushing upon
them with your hatchets and cutlasses to
the better advantage.
When you encamp at night, fix your centries in such a manner as not to be relieved
from the main body till morning, profound
secrecy and silence being often of the last
importance in these cases. Each centry
therefore should consist of six men, two of
whom must be constantly alert, and when
relieved by their fellows, it should be done
without noise; and in case those on duty see

or hear any thing, which alarms them, they
are not to speak, but one of them is silently
to retreat, and acquaint the commanding
officer thereof, that proper dispositions may
be made; and all occasional centries should
be fixed in like manner.
At the first down of day, awake your whole
detachment; that being the time when the
savages chuse to fall upon their enemies,
you should by all means be in readiness to
receive them.
If the enemy should be discovered by
your detachments in the morning, and their
numbers are superior to yours, and a victory doubtful, you should not attack them
till the evening, as then they will not know
your numbers, and if you are repulsed, your
retreat will be favoured by the darkness of
the night.

P a g e 10

Before you leave your encampment, send
out small parties to scout round it, to see
if there be any appearance or track of an
enemy that might have been near you during the night.
When you stop for refreshment, chuse
some spring or rivulet if you can, and dispose your party so as not to be surprised,
posting proper guards and centries at a due
distance, and let a small party waylay the
path you came in, lest the enemy should be
pursuing.
If, in your return, you have to cross rivers,
avoid the usual fords as much as possible, les
the enemy should have discovered, and be
there expecting you.
If you have to pass by lakes, keep at some
distance from the edge of the water, lest, in
case of an ambuscade or an attack from the
enemy, when in that situation, your retreat
should be cut off.
If the enemy pursues your rear, take a
circle till you come to your own tracks, and
there form an ambush to receive them, and
give them the first fire.
When you return from a scout, and come
near our forts, avoid the usual roads, and
avenues thereto, lest the enemy should have
headed you, and lay in ambush to receive
you, when almost exhausted with fatigues.
When you pursue any party that has been
near our forts or encampments, follow not
directly in their tracks, lest they should be
discovered by their rear guards, who, at such
a time, would be most alert, but endeavour, by a different route, to head and meet
them in some narrow pass, or lay in ambush
to receive them when and where they least
expect it.
If you are to embark in canoes, battoes,
or otherwise, by water, chuse the evening
for the time of your embarkation, as you
will then have the whole night before you,
to pass undiscovered by any parties of the
enemy, on hills, or other places, which command a prospect of lake or river you are
upon.
In paddling or rowing, give orders that
the boat or canoe next the sternmost, wait
for her, and the third for the second, and the
fourth for the third, and so on, to prevent
separation, and that you may be ready to
assist each other on any emergency.
Appoint one man in each boat to look out
for fires, on the adjacent shores, from the
numbers and size of which you may form
some judgment of the number that kindled
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them, and whether you are able to attack
them or not.
If you find the enemy encamped near the
banks of a river or lake, which you imagine
they will attempt to cross for their security
upon being attacked, leave a detachment of
your party on the opposite shore to receive
them, while, with the remainder, you surprise them, having them between you and
the lake or river.
If you cannot satisfy yourself as to the
enemy’s number and strength, from their
fire, &c. conceal your boats at some distance,
and ascertain their number by a reconnoitering party, when they embark, or march,
in the morning, marking the course they
steer, &c. when you may pursue, ambush,
and attack them, or let them pass, as prudence shall direct you. In general, however,
that you may not be discovered by the
enemy upon the lakes and rivers at a great
distance, it is safest to lay by, with your boats
and party concealed all day, without noise or
shew; and to pursue your intended route by
night; and whether you go by land or water,
give out parole and countersigns, in order to
know one another in the dark, and likewise
appoint a station every man to repair to, in
case of any accident that may separate you.
Such in general are the rules to be observed
in the Ranging service; there are, however,
a thousand occurrences and circumstances
which may happen, that will make it necessary in some measure, to depart from them,
and to put other arts and stratagems in
practice; and which cases every man’s reason
and judgment must be his guide, according to the particular situation and nature of
things; and that he may do this to advantage, he should keep in mind a maxim never
to be departed from by a commander, viz. to
preserve a firmness and presence of mind on
every occasion.
Major Robert Rogers
Rogers Rangers

— Letters to the Editor —

A ward to “ W i t h Z ea l and

a distinguished historian from Yale
University, a winner of the Pulitzer Prize
for History, and an editor of George
Washington's presidential papers…
Please accept my congratulations, [and]
my personal thanks for your excellent
work…

W i t h B ayonets O n l y ”

Sincerely,
Here is an excerpt from a letter to
Matt Spring, the author of “With Zeal
and With Bayonets Only”, announcing
that he will receive a major American
literary award. I’m sure you recall my
opinion that his book is one of the most
important ever written about the British
army in the Rev War.

Jack Warren
Executive Director
The Society of the Cincinnati

Gavin Watt
Dear Dr. Spring:
It gives me great pleasure to inform you
that The Society of the Cincinnati has
decided to award The Society of the
Cincinnati Cox Book Prize to you in recognition of the outstanding contribution
to scholarship on the era of the American
Revolution with your book, With Zeal
and With Bayonets Only.
The Society of the Cincinnati was
formed at the end of the American War for
Independence by General Washington and
his officers, to keep alive the memory of the
struggle for independence and the fellowship of the officers of the American army.
The Society is today the oldest hereditary
organization in the United States. We
operate a major scholarly library on the
American War for Independence as well as
a museum and a wide range of educational
outreach programs.
The Society of the Cincinnati Cox Book
Prize is presented once every three years to
the author of an outstanding book on the
era of the American War for Independence
published during the previous three years…
The prize carries a $5,000 cash award.
The prize winner is chosen by a committee
of distinguished scholars and members of
our Society. This cycle's committee includes

— Links —
Gavin Watt provided this link to a great
new site. This collection is administered by
an old friend of the 1758 NY Provincials –
Scott Stephenson.
http://timeline.americanrevolutioncenter.org/
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