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Wyoming

The “Escape from Wyoming” British
Brigade/Continental Line event this year
was quite a success. Both sides fielded numbers in the region of 400 to 500 per side. The
Yorkers formed part of the 3rd (American)
Brigade. This of course is referring to the
Loyalist Brigade, which was commanded
by our own Captain David Moore. I believe
Dave has just applied to Buckingham
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Palace for an additional land grant due to
his weekend appointment as Brigadier.
Yorker Serjeant Major Dave Putnam was
appointed Brigade Serjeant Major, so you
could say that this was a “Yorker Affair”.
The regiment fielded 26 officers and men,
not including Captain Moore and Serjeant
Major Putnam.
Duncan’s Company, ably commanded
by Serjeant Robert Stewart, fielded a total
of 13 men, with the Grenadiers and Lights
fielding a combined 12 officers and men
led by Captain Lawrence. In addition to
the troops, there were 12 followers and one
civilian.
The leadership at all levels of the two sections has to be commended. We were, as
usual, damned good. I would like to praise
in particular the NCO’s of the regiment:
Serjeant Stewart, Corporal Dittrick and
Corporal Lindsey of Duncan’s; Serjeant
Liness, Corporals Turrall and Wesson

10	 NCO’s Are Key Players
11 The Big BANG Theory
12	To Deceive Both the Enemy and
the Country People

C o m i n g

E v e n t s

aug 2 7 - 2 8
Battle of Newtown, NY
(N. Brig All Up Event)
sept 17
Thornhill Parade
sept 17-18
Fort Michilimackinac, MI
sept 24-25
Carleton Island, NY
(All Up Event)
oct 8-9
Stone Fort Days,
Schoharie, NY
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of the Grenadiers; and Corporal Forrest
of the Lights. All were excellent at their
assigned tasks. There were three battles on
the Saturday during daylight and one night
battle, which was quite demanding considering the extreme heat. Sunday saw a more
relaxed schedule, although the rebels unexpectedly attacked the British camp on the
Sunday morning while the Yorkers were
training in the bush.
All three companies had their mess flys
together, which created a regimental family
atmosphere where good food and drink was
consumed.

G entleman V olunteer

After consultation with Capt Alex
Lawrence, I have agreed to appoint Corporal
Scott Turrall as a “Gentleman Volunteer” in
the Grenadier Company. When Captain
Lawrence is in attendance Scott will retain
his present rank of corporal. When Captain
Lawrence is unable to attend an event, Scott
will command the Grenadier Company with
the rank of ensign.

A wards at B lack C reek

Yorker of the Year
Debra Turrall
James Grey Cup
Ed Cass
Crawford’s Cup
Duncan’s Company
Cast Iron Chef
Mardi & John MacFarlane

W y omin g in P icture s

Colonel James
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B eing a

Brigadier
at Wyoming

I

n July I had the privilege of being
the 3rd Brigade Commander at the
Battle of Wyoming. The brigade consisted
of the Provincial units and the Native
Allies. Some of the units in the brigade were
well known to me, such as our own Royal
Yorkers and Butler’s Rangers under Scott
Patterson. Others were rather new to me.
Some of the units were traditional infantry
while others were entirely light infantry.
It was a challenge being the Brigadier on
ground I’d never been on before, with some
units that I did not know well. As well, there
were a large number of rebel units, several
hundred men at arms, of high quality and
very aggressive in their nature. So we had a
real fight on our hands. In fact we had four
fights on the first day alone.
Luckily having seen previous Yorker
officers and Northern Brigade officers do
the job, I knew I didn’t have to micro manage the show. The first action was fairly

scripted, with us defending and taking fire,
as happened at the original battle, then out
flanking the enemy and driving them off.
We used a trick we’d used at Quebec, breaking and reforming. It worked brilliantly!
The rebels didn’t know what had hit them.
Fighting through the heavily wooded broken ground was not easy but the troops did
very well.
The later action involved us flanking the
entire rebel camp to draw them out. As I
said, the rebels were very aggressive and
their entire force fell upon our brigade of
about 100 muskets. We kept up a running
fight and in the end arrived on the flank of
the main British force and won the day.
The night battle was all you’d ever read
about, right down to the rebel units firing
blindly into each other in the pitch dark.
All you could see were the belts and white
pants. Coat colours were undistinguishable.
It was great fun seeing them blazing into

each other. I had unit commanders report
that their men had fired over 90 rounds on
the first day.
The main battle on Day 2 was the most
challenging. The only instruction I got
was to form the brigade into a column
and to rush a bridge behind a British brigade. Unfortunately the rebels decided to
cheat and form up just beyond the bridge.
So, leading the brigade valiantly forward at
a quick jog, I found the brigade before us
stalled and forming a line. To our left there
was no space, so I ran to the right and round
the rebel flank. In the best traditions of the
regiment, I lead the brigade deep into the
rebel rear, formed line to the left and opened
fire. After a very stiff fight, where the rebels
revealed a brigade hidden in the woods to
our rear, the rebels finally collapsed. It was
intense!!
Commanding a brigade is great fun.
The advantage of coming from a multisectioned unit is that you have experience
manoeuvring sections as a “team” and using
their various skills to their best advantage.
With good troops, commanded by first
class officers, it is obvious that the rebellion
will soon be crushed, here in the 235th year
of the war.
David Moore
Commander, 3rd Brigade,
Battle of Wyoming.
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B attle of

Newtown
A ugust 2 7 - 2 8

❦
T

he Newtown Battlefield
State Park sits high on a forested
hilltop with a commanding view of the
Chemung River Valley below. It is located
in the beautiful Southern Tier area of New
York State, near the town of Elmira.
In 1779, General George Washington
ordered General John Sullivan to gather

an army and take the offensive against the
Iroquois Nations and their allies. His orders
were to drive the Indians off their lands,
burn their villages and destroy their crops,
so they would not return. The army was
to push its way northward to the shores of
Lake Ontario and to capture the British
Forts Oswego and Niagara. On August 29
the Continental army, with about 5,000 soldiers, came to a hill near an Indian Village
called New Town. There they collided with
a much smaller force of Butler’s Rangers
and Natives.
The Park website describes the battlefield as “pristine, quiet, natural beauty”.
We prefer to think of it as rugged, wooded,
hilly terrain, with some of the best tactical
ground we ever get to play on. And the term
“quiet” doesn’t apply when the Crown and
Rebel forces take the field.
Newtown has become one of the Yorker’s
favourite sites. First of all, it’s an original
Rev War battlefield, one of the few that we
can play on without all the National Park

Service regulations. Second, the event usually attracts a good number of troops for
both the Crown and Continentals. And
thirdly, the battle scenarios are well run,
with lots of challenge for both sides.
At Wyoming we had a good time because
the Royal Yorker numbers were strong
enough that we could make an impact during the battle scenarios. By the sound of
it, we will have an even bigger turnout for
Newtown.
See you there!
Directions after Elmira, NY:
On Hwy 17 you can no longer turn left
into the Park. Instead, go past the old
park entrance for about 2 miles, and take
Exit 58 (Lowman exit). At the top of the
ramp, turn left toward Lowman. At the
T-intersection, turn left. Proceed along
the new access road, up the base of the hill
where it joins with Oneida Rd. Turn right
into the park entrance and proceed as usual.



T h o r n hill P arade
S eptember 1 7

T

h is year the Thornhill Parade
route will be a little different. It will
start from the Thornhill Secondary School
parking lot near Elgin and Dudley Streets,
as it did a few years ago. The address is:
Thornhill Secondary School
167 Dudley Ave
Thornhill, Ontario
The date is Saturday, September 17.
The parade will end on Thornridge and
Brooke streets.
As usual, Yorkers and militia will be at

the end of the parade and, I hope, will be
as far from the last band as possible! The
parade step-off is 10:30 a.m. this year,
which is earlier than before. We will
assemble at the school before 10:00 a.m.
Of course, being last in the parade, we will
have a bit of a time buffer.
With the closed roads, you’ll have to
come in from the east (NOT up or down
Yonge St., nor east on Centre Street).
The organizers are hoping for at least 20
muskets this year, fifes and drums, and as

many “lady camp followers” as possible!
Remember this brings in money for the
regiment.
Colonel James
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Fort Michilimackinac
S eptember 1 7 - 1 8

F

ort Mich ilimackinac
is located in northern Michigan, overlooking the body of water joining Lake
Michigan and Lake Huron. This strategically placed fort was originally built by the
French in 1714-1715 to control the fur trade
and European development of the upper
Great Lakes. Initially Michilimackinac was
more of a fortified community than a military outpost. The colonial community was
located both inside and outside the walls,
and the walls were expanded several times
during the French and British occupation of
the area. The French garrison departed the
Mackinac Straits at the conclusion of the
French and Indian War, and British troops
arrived in 1761. During Pontiac’s Uprising
in 1763 the Natives defeated the British
garrison, using the subterfuge of a bagataway (lacrosse) game to take the British by
surprise. Once the uprising was suppressed
the British retook Fort Michilimackinac
in 1764. Perhaps the most famous British
Commander at the fort was Major Robert
Rogers of Roger’s Rangers fame. He served
as commandant from 1766-1768. The fort
was relocated to Mackinac Island during
the American Revolution, with some of the
buildings being moved across the ice in the
winter of 1780-1781. The remaining structures were burnt to the ground. A replica of
the fort was erected in 1933, and over the
years archeological work has enabled the
site to reconstruct the more accurate version
that stands today.
On September 17-18 the 8th (King’s)
Regiment is hosting a Garrison Weekend
at the site. The 8th Regiment is an active
member of the Northern Brigade, and
Captain Dan O’Connell has long been a
friend of the KRRNY. An invitation has
been extended to the Royal Yorkers to participate in this event. If you plan to attend,
contact Sjt Robert Stewart for more details.
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R e p o r t f ro m

Mabee Farm

A

I

have the honour to report
to your Excellency upon the recent campaigning of the King’s Royal Regiment of
New York at Maybe Farm on the 14 & 15
May of this year. Thirty five members of
the battalion took part in the reoccupation
of the ancestral home of Sjt Stewart and
Musketman Johnson.
The farm had been purchased by the
Great7 Grandfather of Sjt Stewart in
1705. The various historic buildings were
well maintained and a very impressive
visitor’s centre was being constructed on
this new site.
Saturday dawned cool and overcast in
the valley. We were camped on the south
bank of the Mohawk River, which was in
full flood due to the spring run-off. The
area around the site was very economically depressed. A lunch time tour into
Schenectady gave the impression of an episode of “Life After People” with about 75%
of the stores being up for rent or sale.
A large encampment of both Crown
Forces and rebels greeted us. The Yorkers
made up about half of the Crown forces,
with the remainder being members of the
Company of Select Marksmen, Butler’s
Rangers, Native Allies and the 24th Foot.
All of these units operated under the command of Brigadier Cameron of the CSM.
58 men at arms with three officers and four
Sjts made up, as the Brigadier pointed out, a
full strength company of the period.
The morning tactical began at 8 am, so
breakfast mess began at 6 am. An all company Regimental Mess for breakfast both
days and dinner was a great success. All
the men thanked the many members who
organized and ran the combined mess.
After a hot breakfast of coffee, pancakes,
sausages, scrambled eggs and other goodies the troops paraded under Acting Sjt
Mjr Stewart. The tactical, against inferior

numbers of rebels, who were of generally
poor quality and lacked the expert direction
of our forces, resulted in a total victory for
the Crown Forces. As Brigadier Cameron
pointed out, we had to hold back to not
humiliate them.
The afternoon public battle around
the original buildings was another crushing victory for His Majesty’s forces. The
Yorkers, deploying on the march from a
column of companies to an extended line,
was extremely intimidating for the rebels. All members of the battalion fought
with exemplary zeal and ardour. The premier deployment of Macdonell’s Veteran’s
Company was very successful.
Due to rain on Sunday the event was
washed out, allowing everyone to get
home early to dry tents. The morning tactical did not take place because the rebels
refused to obey their officers and come out
of their tents. Their morale had completely
collapsed.
The best quote of the weekend was during the afternoon tactical. As we marched
past the rebel camp a rebel, anticipating
defeat, shouted “You know how this all
ends?!” His meaning being that we would
be on the losing side in the revolution. A
Canadian shouted back, “Yeah, you get
owned by China!” This remark was not
taken well.
The best facial expression of the weekend
was Sjt Stewart’s. While touring his ancestor’s home he learned that the ancestor was
a slave owner.
On the basis of the morale of the rebels
and the obvious state of their economy, I
am pleased to report that the rebellion is
almost over.
I have the honour to be
Capt. David G. Moore UE

“Dear John Letter”
that will break your heart
Todd Braisted turned up this 1778
letter from Mary Munro to her husband John of 1KRR. Mary and the
children were reunited with John in
Canada by 1783, so the tale has a
reasonably happy ending. – Gavin
My Dear John
I hope when you receive these few
lines they may find you in good
health, your Dear Childer are all well,
as for myself, I am in a poor state of
health, and very much distresst. I
must leave my house in a very short
time and god knows where I shall get
a place to put my head in, for my own
relations are my greatest enemy’s.
The mill they have had a long time
in their possession – likewise all your
tenents houses and Lands. They have
distresst me beyond expression. I
have Scarcely a mouthfull of bread for
myself or Childer for heavens sake my
dear Mr. Munro send me some relief
by the first safe hand. Is their no posibility of you sending for us? If there
is no method fallen upon we shall all
perish, for you can have no Idea of
our Sufferings here, let me once more
intreat you, to try every method to
Save your family. My heart is so full
it is ready to break – adieu my Dearest
John may god almighty bless preserve
& protect you, that we may live to see
each other is the constant prayer of
your affectionate and afflicted wife.
Mary Munro
P.S. The Childer send Love to you.
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Making the Stand-of-Arms

R
O

ver and over again, when reviewing primary sources about the arming
and equipping of Loyalist soldiers during
the American Revolution, we encounter the
term, the “stand-of-arms”. By convention,
this meant a musket, a waistbelt, a bellybox,
a bayonet, a scabbard, and the frog which
attached the scabbard to the waistbelt.
Unless you have been involved in the
manufacture of the stand-of-arms, you
may not realize the work that is involved
in creating these essential, albeit modest,
accouterments.
We start, of course, with leather. The
leather is not the sort of leather used by
modern-day manufacturers to make chaps

and vests for the biker trade. The waistbelt
leather is almost half a centimeter thick,
and the leather used for the other pieces
of equipment is only fractionally thinner.
Leather arrives in hides, which are cured
pieces of cow flesh that are sold in sheets.
From these, the pieces of the stand-at-arms
are cut. Working with leather is exacting,
difficult work. Proverbially, it requires a dull
needle and a sharp blade. There can be no
patching or adjustment. Mistakes cannot be
fixed once made.
For the waistbelt, a strip of one-anda-quarter inch belting is cut using an
ingenious device called a belt cutter,
which ensures that the cut is straight and

consistent. This leather is next stained black
with leather stain, and then polished with
shoe polish to ensure a clean, shiny appearance. Then, the buckle is added and six
inches of the leather turned under and sewn
down to hold the buckle in place. Thanks
to the careful research of Eric Fernberg, we
know that leather seams are best sewn along
the same direction to the way the leather
is stressed. If we sew perpendicular to the
stress, we risk creating a weak point which
may give way under strain.
Sewing leather is not as easy as sewing
wool or linen. To pass thread through the
leather, holes must first be punched using
a hammer and a sharp awl. It also helps

[ Augu st, 1 1 ]

a great deal if the holes line up. Once the
dull needle is passed through the two
adjoining pieces of leather, a pair of plyers
is often needed to pull the needle completely through. The thread itself is not
normal fabric thread. It is strong linen
thread, moisturized and lubricated with
wax. If this thread were fishing line, it
would easily test at fifty pounds weight.
Upon completion of the waistbelt, the
manufacturer moves on to making a frog.
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at your frog and you will see what I mean.
Also note that the original frogs had
white thread, not black. This means that the
leather parts of the frog are stained black
and polished before they are sewn together.
We do this so that the crossed-ex pattern
remains white and visible against the black
leather, as it was with the originals.
I will not comment on the manufacture
of bayonet scabbards, since I have never been
able to figure out how they are made. Suffice

There remains an original bellybox in the Parks Canada
collection which is on display at Fort Wellington in Prescott.
It may have belonged to Major Edward Jessup, who raised
and commanded Jessup’s Corps during the Revolution.

The frog is the odd little piece of kit which
holds the bayonet scabbard and through the
loop of which the waistbelt is passed to hold
all onto the soldier’s waist. The frog is two
pieces of leather sewn together. The back
piece is the part which folds back under
itself to form the loop through which the
belt is passed. The front piece attaches to
the back piece to form the envelope through
which the scabbard passes. We are fortunate
that original frogs exist, and Eric Fernberg
carefully examined several to determine
that they were not merely sewn, but also
riveted with copper rivets, so that the belt
loop and the bayonet envelope would hold
strong.
Oddly enough, the copper rivets which
complete the frog are still sold by Tandy
Leather, and are almost precisely the same
as the eighteenth century originals. Since
copper is a comparatively soft and malleable
metal, they are very difficult to work with.
Once the copper washer is slid over the
rivet, the manufacturer attempts to peen the
top of the rivet into a mushroom shape so
that the washer will not slip off. Usually, the
shaft of the rivet bends during this process,
and wise manufacturers will invest in a simple tool which helps create the mushroom
shape, but does not do much to prevent the
warping of the rivet shaft. Have a close look

to say, measuring leather so that it gradually
tapers to a point, and then sewing a backseam to hold it all together, requires more
technical skill than I possess. When I need a
new scabbard, I buy one from a sutler.
The bellybox is a more exotic accoutrement yet. For the first time, the
manufacturer is compelled to work in wood
as well as leather and metal. If your bellbox
is well-made, it will have a gradual curve in
the horizontal plane so that it fits snugly
against your waist. This is achieved by cutting a larger block of wood with a bandsaw.
Once the shape is formed, the manufacturer sands the edges and adds the cartridge
holes before painting the box black. Once
the paint dries, a leather cover is added to
protect the cartridges from water and to
keep them from falling out of the box.
This leather cover is attached with small
nails, and the careful manufacturer tries to
ensure that these go into the wood and do
not encroach on the holes themselves. Once
completed, the bellybox can be added to the
waistbelt to complete the stand of arms.
There remains an original bellybox in the
Parks Canada collection which is on display
at Fort Wellington in Prescott. It may have
belonged to Major Edward Jessup, who
raised and commanded Jessup’s Corps during the Revolution.

The next time you put on your standof-arms, take a moment to reflect on the
hours that are required to manufacture each
individual piece. Bear in mind that most of
these accouterments are made by your fellow Yorkers. They are volunteers, and often
do not even seek remuneration for their
efforts. Then bear in mind the research
that pre-dated the manufacturer. This is a
remarkable achievement – a set of historically-accurate webbing which is made in the
homes of individual hobbyists who work
not for profit, but for the love of the hobby.
Sjt Robert Stewart

yyy
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N C O’s
Are Key Players

T

he primary role of an nco
is to ensure that every man has
the knowledge and training he needs to
respond properly when duty calls. Recently
one of the guys said to me, “My life is easy if
the nco is doing his job well. All I have to do
is follow orders and keep my musket working”. I think he’s absolutely right. The nco
is the “Key” and when they’re doing their job,
the Green Machine clicks into high gear. So
nco’s, here’s what is expected of you…
K now Y our B usiness .

Know the words of command – The unfortunate thing about commands is that they’re
usually given at the top of your lungs. So
when you give an incorrect command you
are broadcasting to your troops and every
other reenactor within ear shot that something’s wrong. Do you know the difference
between a “right face” and a “right turn”?
Do you use the term “rank” when it should
be “file”? Can you explain how to perform
an arms movement by making reference to
the parts of the musket? Like the computer
technician, it’s important that you know the
terminology and the jargon, so your communication is clear and understandable.
Know the drill – It is essential that you
are able to do all aspects of the drill yourself,
and that your performance sets the standard
for the guys in your Section. As an instructor of drill you must be able to demonstrate
and explain to others the fine points of arms
movements and tactical manoeuvres. And
you must be able to recognize when something’s not right, so you can sort out the
problem and get things back on track.
Know the people – In an organization
like ours it is sometimes difficult to keep
up with the comings and goings of people.
Nonetheless, knowing the guys under your
command is critically important. When
a new guy shows up for his first event, you
should take the time to introduce yourself,
get to know him by name, and even introduce him to some of the others he will be
with. This helps him feel comfortable and
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fit in more easily. But even more important,
in the field you will be able to address each
person by name and call out instructions
to them as the need arises. Also it’s important that you know the skill level and even
the personality of the guys you’re dealing
with. This will help you match file partners, taking into account experience and
compatibility.
G ive your guys t h e skills t h ey
need to get t h e job done .

Take the initiative to give instruction –
Depending on the event, there can be a fair
bit of downtime at your disposal. That’s an
ideal time to pull together a few of the new
guys for an impromptu drill session. Don’t
wait for someone to organize it for you.
Take the initiative and make it happen. It
doesn’t have to be long and it can informal.
As a result, skill levels will improve, and you
will have an opportunity to practice your
role as an instructor.
Work on the things that you expect to use
– At some events the focus will be on the
parade. At others the emphasis will be on
the tactics. Some events require movement
through the woods, while others require
proficiency with line tactics. When you get
the guys together for some drill, think about
what they’ll need to use at the next parade
or battle. Those who were at Quebec City
some years ago will recall that the Yorkers
practiced a rallying manoeuvre in the
morning, that totally surprised the rebels in
the afternoon battle. It worked well because
we’d practiced it only hours before.
Do it in a way that will get the best results:
Keep the guys comfortable. If you’re
doing something informal, small clothes
are just fine. Keep people in the shade when
possible. Don’t keep people at the shoulder
while you’re demonstrating something, or
talking to someone else.
If you’re doing foot and arms drill, put
them in a single rank, at loose order, so you
can be seen when doing a demonstration
and you can see each one of them for correction purposes.
Drill by the numbers. This gives you the
opportunity to see each person, at each step
of the drill movement. Otherwise incorrect
moves go undetected and people end up
practicing their mistakes.
Demonstrate and explain frequently.
When you see people struggling with some
aspect of the drill, stop the action, bring the

muskets down, and go through it in detail. It
is important that people visually see the does
& don’t that you are attempting to explain.
Be observant and correct mistakes. The
larger the group the more difficult this
becomes. It is often helpful to have another
nco or an experienced guy to help you
emphasize small points and point out errors.
Talk about safety. Our hobby is very safe,
provided people have been instructed in the
correct method of doing things. Make sure
the guys understand the procedure and the
potential consequence of doing it wrong.
Help your guys antici pate w h at t h ey may be
asked to do .

Think ahead – It is important that you
anticipate what could happen next and
consider how you are going to respond. It
could be as simple as, “We’re going to go
from column into line. Where does my section need to end up to be in the right spot”.
Or it could be, “The rebels are in the woods.
What am I going to do if they attack?” Be
aware of what’s happening around you
and think about the consequences of your
actions. Forewarn the guys if you’re going to
do something out of the ordinary.
Talk about what may be expected –
“Alright guys, we’re going up this trail in
Indian File. When we get to the field we’re
going to Front Form with a three pace interval”. Now everyone has got it. So when you
emerge from the woods and you give the
command, it will happen in an orderly and
disciplined fashion. No surprises. People
were forewarned and knew what to expect.
Talk about how you want things done
– From your experience you know the pitfalls and understand what can go wrong.
Maybe you need to remind guys about the
importance of working together with their
file partners when in the woods. Maybe
you should emphasize the need to lockup
when firing in ranks. Or perhaps you should
remind the guys to drink water when the
opportunity arises. You’re the person who
keeps the important details in people’s
minds.
The troops look to the nco to be on
top of their game and to make things run
smoothly. When that happens, everyone
has more fun. Keep up the good work.
People are counting on you.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
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The

B ig B A N G
T h eory

✺
M

y theory is that a loud
BANG in the ranks is an indication
that someone fired with more than one cartridge down the barrel. Although it usually
generates some grumbling from guys in the
surrounding files, the consequences could
be much more serious. The recoil from an
overloaded musket can knock you off your
feet, and the noise of the explosion can
make your ears ring.
If your firelock does not fire, it is important that you safely and quickly assess the
cause and take appropriate action. There are
a number of reasons why a firelock will misfire. Here are 3 of the most common causes:
• Fowling – The buildup of burnt powder in the pan or on the flint may prevent
the flint from sparking. Pull the cock to
the Half Cock position and open the pan.
You should always carry a small rag with
you in your haversack or pocket. Wipe
the bottom of the flint and the lower
jaw of the cock. Clean around the pan. It
may be necessary to dump the priming
from the pan in order to do a thorough
cleaning of the pan area. Wipe down the
frizzen. It may also be advisable to clear
the touch hole with your pick. Re-prime
the pan, if necessary. do not pour the
remaining powder down the
barrel. Either empty the cartridge on
the ground or fold/twist the top of the
cartridge and return it to your cartridge
box. do not keep the partially
used cartridge in your hand
while firing. It could ignite, giving
you a nasty burn.
• Flint – If the flint is not sparking properly it may be that it is worn or has shifted
out of position. Minor flint maintenance
can be quickly performed without falling

out of the ranks. Usually a musket tool is
all that you need. By loosening the Cock
Pin you can reposition the flint and then
retighten the Pin. Tapping the edge of
the flint with the musket tool may chip
away worn material, often giving the flint
new life. In some cases the only option is
to replace the flint. If there is a lull in the
action you may be able to perform this
task in the ranks. However, in the heat of
battle you are advised to step out of the
ranks where you can perform this maintenance without interference. Let your
file partner know what you’re doing, as
your absence affects his functioning.
• Blocked Touch Hole – A “Flash
In The Pan” occurs when the powder in
the pan flashes or burns, but the powder
in the barrel does not ignite. The most
common cause for this occurrence is a
blockage of the touch hole, which prevents the spark from passing through into
the breach. It is easy to assume that your
firelock fired properly when the powder
in the pan is gone. However, the absence
of the sound and kick associated with

firing should be your first clue that there
is a problem. Ignoring the problem and
reloading in the regular way can be very
hazardous, as the musket could become
overcharged resulting in an excessive
explosion. If in doubt, clear the touch
hole with your pick, re-prime the pan, do
not pour the remaining powder
down the barrel, and try again to
fire. If the problem continues, lower the
barrel and dump the powder. Perform
whatever maintenance or cleaning may
be necessary and then prime & load in
the usual manner.
There are other conditions that can contribute to the occurrence of mis-fires, such
as a weak main spring or a soft frizzen.
These conditions require maintenance that
can’t be performed on the field.
If you’re not sure of the correct procedure to follow, or if you have unanswered
questions, see me or one of the other nco’s.
Everyone’s safety depends on you doing
it right.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
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To Deceive
Both the Enemy
and the Country
People
by Capt Daniel O’Connell,
8 th (King’s) Regiment
S

N·Y

H

ere is an interesting story about
Red. Fascinating what you come
home with when you set out to find something else. You set off hunting Rabbit, see
Quail and come home with a bag of Partridge.
Setting off to the Sutlers to find a new folding
knife, you might come back with a cocked hat
that you just couldn’t pass up.
I had set out to write this article about
variations in clothing and uniforms during
the rebellion, excuse me, revolution. After
recently completing a 7 mile hike in period
clothing I had confirmed a prior belief that
certain expeditions or marches just didn’t
find the British in regimental coats. Right
or wrong that was my premise on the subject: Variations in Clothing. During the hike
I turned to my fellow King’s 8th in our third
hour of the hike (the temps were only 72
degrees) and I asked them: “anyone think
the 8th marched to Kentucky or Newtown
during the summer in regimental coats?”,
and I got an astounding and uniform “NO!”
from every member. I digress…
My first source for Variations in Clothing
was my “Writings of Washington” collection by Fitzpatrick. I rationalized, if I can’t
find British sources, I certainly could find
American (Rebel) sources from these volumes and I set out with great confidence.
(The truth be told, I had hoped to find
references to any alterations and dyeing of
the captured King’s 8th uniforms from the
armed transport Mellish that made their
way to Valley Forge and Washington’s
army.) Indiscriminately laying hands on a
volume I found pay dirt with the following:

Jan-Apr 77
To The President of Congress December
12, 1776
…”The inclosed Extract of a Letter,
which I received last night, contains
intelligence of an agreeable nature, I
wish to hear of its confirmation by the
arrival of the Several prizes; that with
Cloathing and Arms will be an invaluable
acquisition.
(Note: The reported capture was that of a
ship with 3,000 stands of arms and 10,000
suits of clothing. The extract is filed with
Washington’s letter in the Papers of the
Continental Congress.)
Wunderbar! By the date I recognized this
was in reference to the King’s 8th uniforms
John Paul Jones had captured. I pressed on
with great confidence and found this letter
to the Clothier, General James Mease:
James Mease April 17, 1777
…”I have directed the Colonel (Forman’s
Regiment) to have the heavy woolen linings taken out of the Coats and sent down
to you, and I think, if you have time, you

had better have the same done with all,
as they will be too warm for summer, and
the linings made up into Waistcoats and
drawers will be most comfortable to the
Troops in the Winter.”
Perhaps these were the King’s 8th uniforms? No matter, I had found something
else worth pursuing, namely ‘variations’
or ‘alterations’ done to regimental coats
whether they were captured British or
not. I decided to follow serendipity and
I’d either be provided with the story of the
captured K’s 8th coats or variations in coats
and cloathing. I think it’s interesting to note
that the above April 17th letter shows that
Washington, and surely others, thought
these coats to be too heavy for summer
use and specifically instructed them to be
altered to accommodate the summer temperatures! But just as my two preys were
in sight, another game was flushed! In the
same letter of April 17th:
…”I could wish Colonel Moylan would
put his Regiment in any other Uniform
than Scarlet, because I am convinced that
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many mistakes, and perhaps some fatal
ones will happen from our Dragoons being
Clothed in Red and Blue, which is the
same with the Queen’s Dragoons.”
The reader may have noticed, I’ve
lost sight of the King’s 8th uniforms and
the alterations for summer and winter.
However, I still have RED! Bear with me as
we follow this new game and perhaps it will
provide us an interesting article:
To James Mease May 9, 1777
…”P.S. I am convinced, that we shall
experience many inconveniences, from our
Soldiery being dressed in red; I therefore
wish, to have all the Clothes now on hand
of that colour dyed. I don’t care what their
colour is.”
Well, it looks like I’ve the makings of
an article. It is clear in two separate letters
that Washington is very concerned about
Americans wearing “Red” and has taken
the bother to write Mease to “fix” this situation. These letters to Mease are directives
or “memos” if you will. And from the following letter of May 12th it’s fair to say
Washington’s “memo” is not being heeded
and that George W writes to at least one of
the “wearers” of red, namely Col Moylan, a
very clear letter:
To Colonel Stephen Moylan May 12, 1777
Dear Sir: A party of your Regiment
arrived here Yesterday with an escort of
Money. Their appearance has convinced
me fully of the danger which I always
apprehended from the Similarity of their
Uniform to that of the British Horse,
and the Officer who commands the party,
tells me, that the people were exceedingly alarmed upon the Road, and had
they been traveling thro’ a part of the
Country, where it might have been supposed the Enemy’s Horse would be foraging
or Scouting, they would in all probability
have been fired upon. The inconvenience
will increase, when your Regiment joins
the Army. Your patroles will be in constant
danger from our own Scouting Parties and
whenever there is occasion to dispatch a
party into the Country, they will alarm
the Inhabitants. I therefore desire that you
will immediately fall upon means for having the colour of the Coats changed, which
may be done by dipping into that kind of
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dye that is most proper to put upon Red.
I care not what it is, so that the present
Colour be changed. I am etc.
And… on the same day Washington
takes no chances with his directive being
misunderstood or ignored:
To James Mease May 12, 1777
“Sir: Being more and more convinced,
of the impolicy of any part of our Troops
being Clothed in Red and that many
injurious and fatal consequences are to be
apprehended from it, I think it necessary
to repeat my request, mentioned in my last,
that you will have all the Clothes in your
hands, of that Colour, dyed of some other,
as soon as you can. Yesterday an Escort to
Money from Colo. Moylan’s Regiment
dressed in that Uniform, alarmed the
Country, and had they passed where the
Enemy’s Horse could possibly have been,
they certainly would have suffered. Unless
the matter is immediately remedied, by
changing the Colour, our people will be
destroying themselves. I am etc.”
Washington has been classically identified with honesty, devotion, fortitude but
the following makes me inclined to believe
he could be prevailed to compromise and be
reasonable. This letter of May 20th hints, to
my mind, that exceptions could be tolerated
by the honourable George Washington. In
what amounts to “wiggle room” on the issue:
To James Mease May 20 1777
“Sir: I am favoured with yours of the
12 th instant. I am informed that Colo
Moylan has provided Frocks for his Men,
with which they can cover their Red Coats
occasionally; if so, it takes off the objection
which I had to their Uniform. But this
cannot be done by the Foot, as they cannot
carry a coat and Frock, you must therefore
contrive to have their Coats dyed as quick
as possible.”
But I asked myself, “why?” Why did
Washington set off with what appeared
to be a firm conviction in his mind on the
dangers of Rebel soldiers wearing red to
an accommodating position of letting the
Calvary of Moylan wear red, but carry
Frocks, to hide their colour of coats? Why
did the infantry have to dye their coats and
Moylan could slap a Frock over his men?

Was it truly because the Infantry couldn’t
carry a Frock? Was it to save the expense of
making coats of a different colour? Was it
to save the man-hours of dyeing Moylan’s
men’s coats? Why did Moylan get to avoid
dyeing his coats? What was the real reason Moylan got off from the dye vat? I
think I found it with what appears to be
Washington taking a 180 degree turn on
the issue:
To Comte Pulaski September 30, 1777
“Sir: Upon getting home, I found the
inclosed from Genl. Reed. I therefore desire
you will immediately form a Detachment
of at least fifty Horse of which part are
to be of Colo. Moylans, in their Red
Uniforms, which will serve to deceive both
the Enemy and Country people.”
Our crafty Washington! I’d would have
liked to have been in on the discussions
about Moylan confusing the enemy by
wearing red. I now wonder if Washington
was persuaded by others around him to
allow Moylan’s uniforms of red, or if it was
Washington himself who convinced others to take advantage of what Washington
himself carefully describes as “to deceive both
the Enemy and the Country people.” I also
ponder if any of these letters, especially May
20th and this last September 30th, would
have helped in the defense of Major John
Andre at his September 29, 1780 court
martial? Further, I ask if Washington’s own
words “to deceive both the Enemy and the
Country people” weighed at all on his mind
or conscious at Andre’s hanging of October
2nd 1780. But that I suppose is another
story and depends if you wear The King’s
red or not?

The

YORKER

S

COURANT

N·Y

News & Wisdom from Sir John’s Regt.– The King’s Royal Yorkers

e d i t o r

Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

l a y o u t

Christopher Armstrong
carmstrong @ interbrand.com

