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Dispatches from
the

Colonel

C l ean & L i g h t l y O i l e d

I

t’s been a quiet and slow month for
Yorker events, and I’m sure with all that
spare time you are going over your uniform,
kit, and musket to have it all working and
looking good for the big event at Oriskany/
Gelston Castle.
Everyone should be looking over their
coat and waistcoat, and snipping off those
little bits of loose wool along the raw edges
of both items. To freshen up the look of
your caps or hats, take a shoe brush that you
use to polish your shoes and brush off the
dust and fluff, or use a lint remover to clean
it up. Your shoes should be blackened with
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black shoe polish or Dubbin to keep them
looking good and to give them added life.
Patch any tears or holes on your gaiter trousers or loose leg trousers as soon as you can,
with the same material that they are made
from to prevent the material from fraying
too much. Use hand stitching to give an
authentic look to the repair. There once was
a scoundrel in the regiment who used “iron
on” patches. They looked good and did the
job, but didn’t look authentic. In addition,
keep your haversack in good condition by
repairing it promptly, especially if you keep
your wallet or car keys in it.
The stock of your musket needs to be
rubbed down lightly with oil to prevent it
from drying out. Yes, the stock can dry out
and shrink. You can keep the barrel and lock
free from rust by rubbing it down with fine
steel wool. Use the same fine steel wool to
clean the brass fittings, as well as your belt
buckles. Buff leather belts can be cleaned of
grime and powder stains by giving them a
scrub with sandpaper.
The Oriskany/Gelston Castle event is
the Yorkers biggest event so far this year.
Historically the Oriskany battle was the
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bloodiest battle of the American rebellion
and the k.r.r. played the biggest part in this
particular battle. “ Your Regiment needs
You” in body, with a smart looking uniform
and kit, along with an efficiently working
musket to repeat our part in history.
Colonel James
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G e l s t o n Castle



— August 4-5 —

O

ur All-Up U.S. event this year
will be held at Gelston Castle Estate,
which is in the town of Warren, just south
of the villages of Herkimer, Mohawk
and German Flatts. This site was actively
involved in the American Revolution, with
the Andrustown Massacre ( July 18, 1778)
occurring on the grounds of the Estate.
Herkimer, NY was the site of Fort Dayton,
which is where Nicholas Herkimer’s 800man militia marched to the relief of Fort
Stanwix (and to their ultimate demise at
Oriskany).
This is a Continental Line and British
Brigade Event. The sponsoring units are
the 1st New York, McCracken’s Coy and
the 24th Regt of Foot. The theme of the
weekend is the “1777 Campaign in New
York”, featuring the 235th anniversary of
the Battles of Oriskany, Freeman’s Farm
and Bemis Heights.
It is anticipated that there will be a good
turnout for this event. The website shows
46 American units under the command
of General Mitch Lee and 30 British,
German and Loyalist units under General
Michael Grenier.
Being an All-Up event for the Yorkers,
it is expected that we will have an excellent showing for the weekend. Colonel
James will serve as the Provincial Brigade
Commander, so it will be particularly

important for us to provide good numbers
in support of our own Colonel.
The Gelston Castle site sounds very
promising. The open woods throughout
provide for campaign camps and woodland
skirmishing. The large amphitheatre battlefield (for public demonstrations), the eastern
battlefield, and other areas are connected
for incorporation into elaborate scenarios.
Battles will flow from one part of the Estate
to another, providing varied and interesting campaign opportunities. This will be a
campaign event, with small unit scenarios
scheduled throughout the weekend.
Camps will be laid out on Wednesday,
August 1 and the morning of Thursday,
August 2. Participants can arrive starting
Thursday afternoon. Camps will be kept
open until Monday at noon to accommodate those who travel a long distance.
The weekend should be a busy one, with
various Tacticals and Public Battles.
The Saturday morning battle (closed
to the public) will recreate the Battle of
Oriskany. The Americans will field as
militia and the Crown Forces will dress as
Loyalists, Natives and Jaegers.
The “Early Afternoon” Saturday battle will be a public demonstration of the
Battle of Oriskany. For this, only troops
who normally portray units actually in the
battle will turn out. This means militia,

natives, green-coated Loyalists, Rangers
and Jaegers.
The “Late Afternoon” Saturday battle
is for the troops who are not participating
in the “Early Afternoon” battle, although
those who are in the early battle are welcome to come out again if they wish.
On Sunday morning there will be an
optional tactical scenario, based on the
Battle of Bemis Heights.
Sunday afternoon there will be an all-up
tactical demonstration for the public. This
action is based on the premise that Arnold’s
relief column arrives in time to catch Col.
St. Leger’s army. The Royal Yorkers have
a vested interested in showing what would
have happened to the rebels if this scenario
had actually occurred, and it may not be
pretty for the Americans.
At 6 p.m. on Saturday a dramatic production of “Drums Along the Mohawk” will
be staged for the paying public. Reenactors
may attend for free. The original script is
adapted from the 1936 classic by Walter D.
Edmonds, which starred Henry Fonda and
Claudette Coburn.
On Saturday evening there will be a
party in the 1750 Barn. With two breweries
among the sponsors, appropriate beverages
will be provided.
Here’s a preliminary schedule of what is
planned:
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thursday, august 4 (afternoon)
& friday, august 3 – Arrivals

20 :30 Artillery Barrage
evening – Jollification

saturday, august 4
7: 00	 Morning gun & revile
8:00	Camp closes to incoming cars
(Camps are closed to cars for the
weekend)
8:15 All cars out of camp
8:30	Assembly for the Battle of Oriskany
(closed to public)
9:00	 Battle of the Great Ravine
10:00	 Camps open to the public
1 1:00	 Lecture on the Battle of Oriskany –
Joe Robertaccio
nooning
13:00	 Battle of Oriskany for the public
(Militia vs. Loyalists)
15: 00	 Battle of Freeman’s Farm
(Regulars)
1 8:00 Play –
“Drums Along the Mohawk”

sunday, august 5
7:00	 Morning gun & revile
8:30	 Church call
10 :00	Camp open to the public
10 :00	Optional Tactical – Battle of Bemis
Heights
1 1:00	Lecture on the Battle of Oriskany –
Joe Robertaccio
nooning
13:00	General Engagement Battle –
“What If Arnold Had Come to
Stanwix”
15:00	Cars allowed in camps
Sunday evening lay over camping allowed.
Operating in the Mohawk Valley is always
a spiritual experience for us. There is something special about reenacting in the area
where the regiment first originated. Even
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more significant is the fact that we will be
recreating the Battle of Oriskany, which
was an important Yorker victory. Also, this
will be one of the shorter drives you’ll ever
make to attend a CL / BB event. More
information on units attending, sutlers
registered, activities, etc. is available at the
event website:
http://oriskany235th.org/
Directions: From E & W Albany &
Buffalo Or Mass Pike: on nys Thruway
to Exit 30 (Mohawk / Herkimer) on I-90.
Make left at light and merge right onto Rt
5S West. Follow to Rt. 28 South (Mohawk)
make left. Follow Rt. 28 South (5 miles)
to intersection of Robinson Road take a
left and travel 3 miles to Gelston Castle
Estate and Drive right into the Camp.
No Registration.


R oya l Y orker s
at t h e

Battle
of

Oriskany


A

s we head down to the Gelston
Castle event, it is important that
we go with some knowledge of what happened at Oriskany on August 6, 1777.
There will certainly be opportunities for
you to talk to the curious public, or a local
reporter, or some misinformed rebel, who
somehow have the misconception that the
Americans defeated Sir John Johnson’s
force in the Oriska ravine. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Your best bet is

to dig out your copy of Gavin Watt’s book,
“Rebellion in the Mohawk Valley: The St.
Leger Expedition of 1777”. If you don’t
have a copy (shame on you!), the following
is an excerpt from Lt Col Barry St. Leger’s
report to General Burgoyne, followed by
a quote from Gavin’s book. This excerpt
features a segment of the Oriskany Battle
where the Royal Yorkers played a prominent role.

Lt Col St. Leger wrote from Oswego,
August 27, 1777
On the 5th [of August], in the
evening, intelligence arrived by my discovering parties on the Mohawk River, that
a reinforcement of eight hundred militia,
conducted by General Herkimer, were on
their march to relieve the garrison [at Fort
Stanwix], and were actually at that instant
at Oriska, an Indian settlement twelve miles
from the fort. The garrison being apprised
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of their march by four men, who were seen
to enter the fort in the morning through
what was thought an impenetrable swamp,
I did not think it prudent to wait for them
and thereby subject myself to be attacked by
a sally from the garrison in the rear, while
the reinforcement employed me in front. I
therefore determined to attack them on the
march, either openly or covertly, as circumstance should offer. At this time I had not
two hundred and fifty of the King’s troops
in camp, the various and extensive operations I was under an absolute necessity of
entering into having employed the rest; and
therefore could not send above eighty white
men, rangers and troops included, with the
whole corps of Indians.
Sir John Johnson put himself at the head
of this party, and began his march that evening at five o’clock, and met the rebel corps
at the same hour next morning. The impetuosity of the Indians is not to be described;
on the sight of the enemy (forgetting the
judicious disposition formed by Sir John,
and agreed to by themselves, which was to
suffer the attack to begin with the troops in
front, while they should be on both flanks
and rear), they rushed in, hatchet in hand,
and thereby gave the enemy’s rear an opportunity to escape.
In relation to the victory, it was equally
complete as if the whole had fallen; nay,
more so, as the two hundred who escaped
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only served to spread panic wider… On the
enemy’s side, almost all their principal leaders were slain. General Herkimer has since
died of his wounds.
Gavin Watt’s account of the battle is more
extensive and detailed than what can be
reprinted here. However, the following
excerpt gives an interesting sample of what
went on during the six hour action. Royal
Yorker reinforcements had just arrived
from the Crown camp and reported to John
Butler for orders:
When
McDonell’s
reinforcement
marched into view on the heels of the cannon fire from the fort, the crafty ranger
[ John Butler] had a sudden inspiration. Turning to Stephen Watts [Light
Company Captain], he proposed a simple
ruse de guerre. Watts concurred and went to
instruct McDonell. The troops were halted
out of sight of the militia and ordered
to reverse their regimentals, turning the
off-white linings to the outside. Butler
reasoned that the inside-out coats would
resemble the linen hunting frocks worn by
the Massachusetts troops and hoped that
this rudimentary disguise would convince
the militiamen that help from Stanwix had
arrived. If so, the Royal Yorkers might penetrate the defensive circle. The troops were
ordered to attack with bayonets alone so
they could stab their way through the outer
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crust of the defense without alarming the
whole perimeter.
McDonells’ men quickly complied with
these orders. The short respite and activity
helped them to regain control of their emotions. When their coats were reversed and put
back on, they replaced their accoutrements
and donned their hats. Fixing their bayonets,
they were now ready for the attempt.
There was one more detail to the masquerade. Following contemporary rebel
practice, the men were formed into a column
of threes. Then McDonell undoubtedly
braced them up with a few choice words
of inspiration, perhaps reminding them
of their families’ and friends’ treatment at
the hands of the craven rebels who were
holed up just down the road. That done, the
bogus relief force marched, skirted the deep
ravine, and stepped smartly towards the
defensive circle.
Lieutenant Jacob Sammons of Visscher’s
4th Company was the first to see the marchers, and he shouted enthusiastically to
Captain Gardinier the news of an approaching relief. Gardinier was not so easily deceived.
Somehow he sensed or saw some indication
of perfidy and he roared to his men that the
enemy was upon them. They may not have
heard, or in their fatigue and excitement failed
to give credit to his warning.
Spotting an old friend in the column,
a militiaman rushed forward, his hand
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outstretched in friendship. The innocent
was quickly entrapped amongst the advancing troops. Gardinier ran forward to protect
his man and, butting and thrusting with his
spontoon, parried the captors and recovered his befuddled soldier. A pair of Royal
Yorkers pursued Gardinier and he downed
both. Eager to stop him before he exposed
the thin disguise, Captain-Lieutenant
McDonell and two of his men grappled
with the muscular blacksmith, who demonstrated the usual strength of his trade,
well-fortified with deadly desperation.
One of Gardinier’s spurs became entangled in his enemy’s clothing. He tumbled
to the ground and was pinioned by a bayonet through each thigh. McDonell made
to finish him with a bayonet thrust to the
chest, but Gardinier grasped the plunging
blade with his bare hand, deflecting it. The
momentum of his lunge carried McDonell
forward, and Gardinier clutched him in a
bear hug, using his body as a shield.
Adam Miller, one of Sammon’s privates,
who had earlier been taken captive and
escaped, awakened to the danger and rushed
to the rescue, felling one of the Tories who
was bayonetting Gardinier. Young Donald
John McDonell was no mean man in his
own right, and, with the strength of his
father’s fiery disposition, wrenched himself

free of Gardinier and sprang up to attack
Miller. The agile blacksmith saw his opportunity, snatched up his spontoon, and, rising
up on his buttocks, thrust the spear-tip into
McDonell’s throat, killing him outright. In
the affray, Miller escaped with a wound to
his right hand.
A few of Gardinier’s men rushed to
assist him, but most were still incredulous
and shouted that he was killing friends.
Gardinier bellowed that they were wrong;
the enemy was amongst them! “Fire away!”
he commanded. At last, some responded
and opened fire at the Tories in their midst.
The Royal Yorkers saw the game was up
and charged forward with their bayonets
and, with the tactical advantage of concentration, broke through the defensive skin.
Butler and Watts had anticipated this success, and word was quickly spread to tighten
the cordon around the perimeter.
The early battle had been shockingly
fierce, but now it took a different twist. In
the reinforcement were well-known tradesmen and artificers from Sir John’s estates
and the brothers, uncles, cousins, in-laws,
neighbours, and church and school chums
of the militiamen – men of the same diverse
ethnic mix, Palatines, Dutch, Irish, ScotsIrish, and English sprinkled with more
Highlanders. No love was lost between the

militia and these Tory refugees. The fear
and anger of the ambush and the passions
of opposing loyalties boiled over. Some
militiamen rose to meet their enemies,
“rushing from behind their covers, attached
them with their bayonets, and those who
had none, with the butt of their muskets.”
…Steady pressure around the perimeter coupled with the penetration into
the northwest wall collapsed much of the
defense. Butler reported, “At length the
Indians with a detachment of the Yorkers
and rangers, pursuing that [opening] blow,
utterly defeated them with the loss of 500
killed, wounded [and] taken.” Adam Miller
recalled that “the enemy appeared to be the
strongest party and succeeded in taking a
number of arms from the American army.”
For the Royal Yorkers, this success had a
cost. As well as McDonell’s death and several men wounded, the “gallant” Stephen
Watts, “whose amiable qualities deserved
a better fate,” was lost somewhere on the
bloody field with three wounds, including
a massive opening in his leg and a bayonet
puncture through his throat.
Although this represents only a small
part of total battle, it gives some sense of its
intensity and ferocity. This is what we’ll
be reenacting at the upcoming event on
August 4 & 5. See you there!

F ort N i a g ara

Soldiers of the Revolution
August 11-12

T

here are few historic sites in North
America that have as rich a military
history as Fort Niagara (see article below).
When you stand in the Old French Castle
you can almost hear the banter of a French
trader as he barters for beaver pelts; or see
John Butler leaning over a map as he plans
his next raid into the Mohawk Valley; or
smell the black powder as British troops
overpower an American sentry in 1813.
On the weekend of August 11-12 we
will have the opportunity to soak ourselves
in this history as we participate in Fort
Niagara’s “Soldiers of the Revolution” event.
Sure, it can be a long drive for those in the

East, and yes, it is a relatively small event
in comparison to Gelston Castle the week
before, but we always have a good time at
this site and the organizers are always gracious hosts. For those who haven’t been
there for some time, this will be an opportunity to explore the new Visitors Centre and
Museum. The Yorkers are also planning a
variety of activities to fill the weekend. And
given the relatively light schedule through
July and August, it is one more opportunity
to put on your uniform before the season
quickly winds down in the Fall.
It would be great to have a good turnout for
this event. Mark this one on your calendar.
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Fort Niagara in the Revolution
“M

ajest i c, seemingly imperishable, Old Fort Niagara stands
on a twenty-foot rise overlooking Lake
Ontario, at the point where the impetuous waters of the Niagara River, after their
plunge in breathtaking cataracts and frantic
rushes through a gorge, at last find journey’s
end on the broad bosom of an inland sea.
The three-hundred-year-old saga of the
Niagara Frontier is part of the turbulent
Colonial histories of France, England, and
the United States, and incorporates the
story of the ascendancy and downfall of the
great Iroquois League. From the time of its
construction the fort exercised an immense
influence over a vast extent of territory, serving as a centre of civilization from which
all the commerce of that time radiated. It
guarded the gateway to the West, prevented
encroachments of rivals, and dispensed
provisions and supplies for exploring expeditions or destructive raids.”
So begins Robert B. Roberts description
of Fort Niagara in his book, “New York’s
Forts in the Revolution”. He goes on to
write:
“Old Fort Niagara was in the hands
of the British when the first hostilities
of the Revolution occurred at Lexington
and Concord, and remained, heavily garrisoned, in their possession throughout

R

the war. Names famous in the Mohawk
Valley were connected with the fort during the long years of the conflict: Loyalist
leader Maj. John Butler, and his son, Capt.
Walter Butler, friends and neighbours of
Sir William Johnson and his heirs; Sir
John Johnson, Sir William’s son; Col. Guy
Johnson, Sir Williams’s nephew and inheritor of the Superintendency of Indian Affairs
(his uncle dying in July 1774); Molly Brant,
Indian mistress of Sir William and mother
of eight of his children; and her celebrated
brother, Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea),
war chief of the Mohawks.
Fort Niagara was the base from which
some of the Tory-Indian expeditions operated to lay waste Cherry Valley, Wyoning
Valley, and other settlements, killing and
capturing, plundering and burning…
Maj. Butler, accompanied by one hundred Mohawks, arrived at Fort Niagara
on July 26, 1775 (his twenty-year-old son,
Walter, arrived late in the fall of the year).
He immediately set to work installing conveniences and stocking supplies, indicating
that the British planned to use the fort as
a springboard for forays against the rebellious colonists. He later converted one of
the rooms in the House of Peace as the new
headquarters for Guy Johnson who was to
assume, with London’s approval, the office

of Superintendent of Indian Affairs. The
extent of Butler’s activities between the
time of his arrival and May 1776 is disclosed in a report by the fort’s commandant,
Col. Mason Boulton. He wrote that he
had drafted a bill of 14,760 pounds, about
$75,000, for supplies issued the Indians by
the Loyalist leader…
The end of the Revolution saw an undetermined line of demarcation between
British Canada and the United Colonies.
By the articles of the Treaty of Paris, Fort
Niagara was termed the property of the
United States, but the British held on to
this fortification, with others along the border, for thirteen years, during which time
they controlled the traffic of commerce on
the Niagara River and Lake Ontario. The
period between 1783 and 1796 was called
the “holdover,” during which the British
negotiated for a permanent boundary farther to the south and west than finally
drawn. In 1796, by the Jay Treaty, Fort
Niagara was finally turned over to a detachment of American artillerymen.”
And of course, Fort Niagara came into
British hands once again during the War
of 1812.
“On the night of December 18, 1813
during the absence of [Capt. Nathaniel]
Leonard and several other officers, 500
British, led by Col. John Murray, crossed
the river, captured the sentinels, and took
the fort by surprise, losing only five men
killed and six wounded. The Americans
suffered 65 men killed, with nearly all of the
remainder, among whom were numerous
wounded, taken prisoners; twenty-seven
cannon of large caliber, three thousand
stand of small arms, and large amounts of
ammunitions, provisions, and general stores
were lost to the enemy…
The British retained Fort Niagara until
the end of the war. With the signing of
the Treaty of Ghent in 1815, the fort again
reverted to the United States.”
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•

T hor n hill
P a r ade
Saturday,
September 15th
***

T

h e date of the Annual Thornhill
Parade is Saturday, September 15.
This year the parade route will start from
the Thornhill Secondary School parking lot near Elgin and Dudley Streets, as
it did last year. The address is: Thornhill
Secondary School, 167 Dudley Ave,
Thornhill, Ontario. The parade will end on
Thornridge and Brooke streets.
As usual, Yorkers and militia will be at the
end of the parade and, I hope, will be as far
from the last band as possible! The parade
step-off is 10:30 a.m., which is earlier than

before. We will assemble at the school
before 10:00 a.m. Of course, being last in the
parade, we will have a bit of a time buffer.
With the closed roads, you'll have to
come in from the east (NOT up or down
Yonge St., nor east on Centre Street).
The organizers are hoping for at least 20
muskets this year, fifes and drums, and as
many "camp followers" as possible!
Remember this brings in money for the
regiment.
Colonel James


R eport

from

Rock Ford P l a n tat i o n
A

raiding party from the 2nd
Battalion of the King’s Royal Yorkers
found itself near Lancaster in Pennsylvania
Colony on the weekend of 8 to 10 June.
Comprised of Serjeant Michael Putnam
and Privates Sova, McGeachie, Cox, Mills,
Stewart and D. Putnam, the party left the
vicinity of Fort Niagara and forced its way
through the wilds to the Chemung River,
thereafter following the Susquehanna
downriver to Harrisburg. At Harrisburg,
the party travelled east to join up with
an army under the command of General
Grenier.
Recognizing the superior skills of the
Royal Yorkers, General Grenier immediately appointed Private D. Putnam
as Serjeant Major of the 3rd Brigade of
the Army, which was comprised of the
Royal Yorkers and detachments from the
24th Foot, the Queen’s Rangers, Butler’s
Rangers, Maryland Loyalists, and a party
of independent Loyalists. The Brigade was
supported by a small war party of Delaware
Indians, and all were under the command of
Major Navotny.
On the Saturday, General Grenier’s
army cleared the Plantation of rebels
through a spirited attack led by the regular British and German infantry of his 1st
and 2nd Brigades, themselves supported

by a troop of dragoons. The regulars’ job
was made easier by the 3rd Brigade sneaking through the woods deep behind the left
of the rebel line. The Brigade announced
its presence by firing on the rebel reserves,
which were a troop of Continental Light
Dragoons. With the dragoons unable to
resolve the outflanking movement, the
rebel commander weakened his main force
by withdrawing first his artillery, then a
small detachment of Continental Light
Infantry, and finally most of the rest of his

army, to deal with the menace to his flank.
The Continental Light Infantry briefly
attempted to outflank the 3rd Brigade, but
were thrown back by the determined musketry of the Maryland Loyalists, the 24th
Foot and the Royal Yorkers.
Already weakened, the main rebel force
fell back under the weight of volleys from the
regulars. The rebel force collapsed when the
Continental Light Dragoons were routed by
the British Dragoons, and the 3rd Brigade
advanced to capture the rebel artillery.
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At this point, a commanding officer
with more discretion might have chosen
to withdraw to fight another day, but the
rebel commander appeared to have been
a stubborn man. Time and again he withdrew his line out of the musket range of the
1st and 2nd Brigades. Time and again the
3rd Brigade skirmished forward onto the
left flank of the rebel line and fired into the
rebel army in enfilade. Time and again, the
regulars advanced to force the rebels back.
When the rebels came close to having to
swim across the Conestoga River to save
their lives, the rebel commander recognized
the futility of his position and agreed at parley to leave the field with his survivors.
Saturday evening saw the Crown Forces
celebrate with a well-supplied party, which
included dancing. Before the festivities,
the King’s Royal Yorkers ranged into the
Town of Lancaster on a foraging mission
to a local hostelry.
In the meantime, the rebel commander
gathered his routed forces and planned
his revenge. During the night the rebel
army stole around the Plantation, so that
on Sunday they could advance along the
same route General Grenier had used to
such great effect in his own attack. General
Grenier, perhaps distracted by the previous night’s merriment, committed only
the Light Infantry Company of the 40th
Foot and the unattached Loyalists to the
defense of the position. When these were
thrown back by the redoubled efforts of
the rebel army, the 3rd Brigade was committed again – this time to buy time for the
1st and 2nd Brigades to assemble. The 3rd
Brigade succeeded in holding the rebels

until a sizeable force of Continental Light
Dragoons appeared on the army’s right
flank. With the 1st and 2nd Brigades ready
to fight, the General withdrew the 3rd
Brigade to save the flank from the Light
Dragoons. This the intrepid Brigade managed, with the support of the 84th Royal
Highland Emigrants, in two spirited bayonet charges uphill to chase away the cavalry.
In the meantime however, the rebel musketry and cannon fire proved devastating to
the British and German troops of the 1st and
2nd Brigade. This sizeable force found itself
much reduced in strength and unable to hold
a field which had been well-protected mere
minutes before by the skirmishers of the
junior Brigade. As the rebel army advance,
the 3rd Brigade occupied the woods at the
edge of the field, sniping at the left flank
of the advancing rebel forces and engaging rebel skirmishers, who attempted to
slip behind General Grenier’s army. Once
pushed off the plantation itself, the General
avoided the mistake of his counterpart and
acknowledged his defeat, no doubt saving
many lives on both sides.
The battle over, General Grenier attend on
his trusty King’s Royal Yorkers and sent them
back to Canada with urgent dispatches and
expressions of satisfaction with the conduct
of the soldiers of the Northern Brigade. The
raiding party stole back to the Susquehanna
and north across the wild country between
Harrisburg and the Chemung River on their
way back to Canada.
Robert Stewart
2nd Batt, KRRNY

ajor Moore often points
out that although the American
Revolution ended 229 years ago, the Royal
Yorkers are still fighting to reclaim their
farms! It appears that the actual veterans of
the Revolution felt much the same way. “It
ain’t over until we say it’s over”. Proof of this
sentiment appeared in the Kingston Gazette
on November 17, 1812, one week after
Commodore Chauncey chased the Royal
George into Kingston Harbour. The newspaper reported:
“The alarm had been early communicated through the country, and persons
of every age flocked into town from every
quarter, eager to repulse the invaders from
our peaceful shores. The veteran Loyalists
who had manifested their zeal for their
Sovereign during the American rebellion, showed that age had not extinguished
their ardor, and though many of them
had passed that time of life when Military
Service could not be legally required, they
scorned exemption when their inveterate
foes approached. Before night the town was
crowded with brave men, who insensible to
fatigue, were anxious only to grapple with
the enemy; who had they attempted to land
would have paid dearly for their temerity.”
You can’t help but wonder how many
2nd Battalion Royal Yorkers, who had
settled land grants west of the city, made
their way into Kingston for one more
shot at “their inveterate foes”. So for those
Yorkers who participated as militia in the
recent “Flight of the Royal George” event,
your involvement was historically accurate
and represented exactly what happened on
November 10, 1812.
DWP
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Punishment
w i t h o ut
a

C o u r t - M a rt i a l



In the June issue of the Courant, Captain
Alex Lawrence provided a document condemning the tragedy of “brave honest
old soldiers, battered and banged at the
caprice and whim of an arrogant officer.”
The following article goes on to describe the
forms of punishment used in the army…
Not for the squeamish!
C A U TIONS A N D A D VI C E S TO
OFFICERS OF THE ARMY,
P A R TI C U L A R Y S U B A L T E R NS .

Very proper to be read by all gentlemen
of that rank and profession
By an old officer
Printed in Edinburgh,
1777
Whatsoever thou takest in hand, remember the end, and thou shalt never do amiss.
ecclesiasticus, vii.36

S

ome PUNISHMENTS are inflicted
by officers without the sentence of a
court-martial; for which custom only can
be pleaded; for I know of no other authority they have for it: and these are picketing,
tying neck and heels, and riding the wooden
horse; all three so severe, that I dare say all
humane officers would be very glad to have
a stop put to the arbitrary ordering of them.
For who that has the least spark of
humanity in his breast, can bear to see his

fellow-creature sitting upon the sharp ridge
of two boards nailed together, with perhaps
four firelocks tied to each leg, for two hours,
it may be, and not compassionate him, or
dread the consequence of so dangerous a
position?
The other two are much worse. Picketing
is standing upon the sharp point of a stake
driven into the ground, upon one foot, often
without the shoe, with the arm on the contrary side extended, and bound up to such a
height, that the poor wretch must, for the
time allotted him, either hang by his wrist,
or rest the weight of his whole body on the
sharp point of the picket on one foot, for the
other cannot afford him the least relief.
Tying neck and heels is thus performed.
The criminal sits down on the ground,
when a firelock is put under his hams, and
another over his neck, which are forcibly
brought almost together, by means of a
couple of cartouche-box straps. In this situation, with his chin between his knees, has
many a man been kept till the blood has
gushed out at his nose, mouth, and ears; and
ruptures have too often been the fatal consequences, and a worthy subject lost to the
service, or rendered incapable of maintaining himself, when the exigencies of the state
no longer require his duty. Can anyone who
has brought a man into such circumstances,
ever forgive himself? I think not.
These punishments, barbarous as they
are, are only inflicted for petty crimes as
they are called such as coming to the field

of exercise five minutes later than his comrades, or overstaying as many minutes the
leave given him by his officer when on
guard, &c. Will any body say these trifling
crimes deserve such severe, such dangerous
punishments?
I am aware, that it may be asked, Are
petty crimes and little neglects of duty, to
escape with impunity?
I answer, No.
How then are they to be punished?
By making the culprit do a double duty,
that is, mount two guards instead of one:
making him stand centinel four hours
instead of two. These and several other
methods that might be fallen on, are in my
opinion punishments sufficiently adequate
to such trifles.
Crimes of a deeper dye have their punishments allotted them in the mutiny act and
articles of war, from which a court-marital
cannot deviate without very justifiable
reasons.
You will say, that all punishments are in
themselves grievous, and attended with
danger. I grant it: but then they are inflicted
by the martial laws, and those are your sanction and protection.
Punishments are necessary, absolutely so,
while men will be guilty of crimes. All that
I contend for is, that they ought not to be
arbitrary, or inflicted at the whim or caprice
of any one man whatever, merely perhaps to
shew his authority, or to glut the cruelty of
his disposition.
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There is a punishment called running
the gauntlet: in which, if the criminal has
a good share of heels, and a little cunning,
he may not feel twenty lashes from a whole
battalion.
It is thus performed: The battalion under
arms is drawn out six deep: the front, third,
and fifth ranks are ordered to face to the
right about, by which three double lines
of men, facing each other, are formed. The
drummers then give to each man a willow
switch; and the criminal, naked to the waist,
is told to make the best of his way through
the ranks from the right of the battalion: he
then runs from the right to the left between
the first; from the left to the right between
the second; and from the right to the left
between the third double ranks. Now it is

Serjeant

very obvious, from this disposition of the
men, that only the second, third, and sixth
ranks can give their stroke forward so as to
be felt: if the criminal therefore has a good
share of heels, and runs close to these three
ranks, he baulks their strokes, so as scarcely
to let one in ten of them touch him: and he
need not much fear the other ranks; for as
theirs must be given with a back-stroke,
he is past them almost before they can put
themselves into a proper posture.
This is running the gauntlet; and yet easy
as it may be to the criminal, there was a
clause in the former articles of war, where,
in ordering it as a punishment, even for so
dangerous a crime as a centinel quitting
his post before he was relieved, or being
found sleeping on his post, it was with this

M ajor ’ s

C orner

It’s as Easy as Getting Dressed


O

n Saturday morning at Black
Creek, Colonel James did a thorough inspection of each Royal Yorker under
his command. It was a good opportunity
to determine what kit people are missing,
the condition of their kit, and their general
deportment. Although we, as a regiment,
have adopted an irregular look in terms of
what each man wears (i.e. breeches, trousers, gaiter trousers, etc), there is in fact a
set standard as to how your equipment is to
be worn. With that in mind, here is a quick
review of how to get dressed before falling
in on parade.

No. 1

– Once you’ve put on your small
clothes, the first thing to go on is your stand
of arms (belt, belly box and bayonet). This
should be worn under your coat, not over
your coat. It is true that on rare occasions
the belt can be worn over the haversack,
canteen and cartridge box to hold it all
in place. This “campaign-look” is not an

individual choice and should only be used
when the serjeant directs the company to do
so. Normally, the belt goes on first. For what
it’s worth, if the belt is worn over the coat it
should go over the front strap of the haversack and canteen rope, under the back strap
of the haversack and canteen rope, under
the back strap of the cartridge box and over
the front strap of the cartridge box.

No. 2 – Next you put on your coat. This

is the best time to shift your bayonet frog
to a position where it is accessible, but out
of the way. My preference is to have it forward on the left side so that it doesn’t get in
the way when carrying your musket at the
shoulder, but isn’t bouncing on the front of
your left leg when you’re marching.

No. 3 – Then you put on your cartridge

box. Now that we’re wearing a belly box, a
Rawls box may only be needed when we go
into battle and extra cartridges are required.

P a g e 10

caution: “Which is a punishment we think
not fitting to be otherwise inflicted than by
the judgement of a general or regimental
court-martial.”
Would to God, and I speak it with all
imaginable deference and submission, the
other punishments I have just been describing, were as effectually guarded against:
I am convinced it would be greatly to the
advantage of the service.
I have been thus particular in describing these punishments to you, as I dare say
you have never seen them: to old officers it
would be needless: and I hope what I have
said will absolutely restrain you from the
practice of them.
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The strap goes over the left shoulder. It
needs to be adjusted so that the box sits on
the right hip, slightly below waist level.

needs to be shortened or extended so that
the bag sits properly on the hip.

No. 5

– Next you put on the canteen.
The rope goes over the left shoulder and
should be positioned in the centre of the
haversack strap. The canteen itself should
sit squarely on the haversack bag. Again, it
should be at hip height. Please note that the
canteen is not optional equipment. “I forgot
it”, doesn’t fly.

No. 4 – Now the haversack goes on. The

strap goes over the right shoulder so the bag
sits on your left hip. Unfortunately, the haversack strap is not adjustable, so it often sits
too high or too low depending in the size of
the wearer. You may find that the strap

No. 6 – If your coat has epaulette straps
on one or both shoulders, don’t forget to
button them up. The straps and canteen
rope should go under the epaulette.
So there you have it –
“Getting Dress 101”.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp
W hy o n E a r th w o u ld We C a r r y

P olea r m s

?

B

y the 18th century warfare had
made the shift from one-on-one personal combat to the long distance combat
made possible by the development of black
powder. So why would armies in this era
still issue long pointy sticks to its Officers
and Serjeants as the weapon of choice.
Polearms (espontoons, spontoons, halberds, half-pikes) were very much in vogue
for dismounted infantry officers and serjeants during the American Revolution,
and no doubt the reason was the same for
the Continentals as it was for the British &
Germans.
General Washington repeatedly issued
orders directing officers to obtain and use
polearms. Not only did the polearm make
it easy to identify unit leaders on the field,
but it served as a badge of distinction for
those with senior rank. His insistence that
the officers be equipped with them demonstrates the importance he placed on the
administrative and leadership roles of the
officers, rather than the contribution they
might make to the firepower of their units.
At Valley Forge Washington issued the following order on December 22, 1777:
“As the proper arming of the officers

would add considerable strength to the
army, the officers themselves derive great
confidence from being armed in time of
action, the General orders every one of
them to provide himself with a half-pike
or spear, as soon as possible; firearms when
made use of with drawing their attention
too much from the men; and to be without
either, has a very aukward and unofficerlike appearance.”
Washington continued to issue such
orders through 1778, 1779 and 1780. On
April 4, 1780 he again issued an order from
his Head Quarters at Morristown.
“All battalion officers, to captains inclusively are, without loss of time, to provide
themselves with Espontoons, they are to
apply in the first instance to the Quarter
Master General for such as may be in his
possession, and if not furnished there, to
the Field Commissary of Military Stores.
Those who have been already supplied by
the public, and are now destitute, are to
provide themselves. None are to mount
guard or go on detachment without being
armed with Espontoons, to which the officers of the day will be particularly attentive;
nor after a reasonable time being allowed

to procure them, is any officer to appear
with his regiment under arms, without an
Espontoon, unless he can show that he has
not been able to obtain one. For the execution of this order the Commandants of
regiments will be responsible.”
The issue wasn’t so much that a spontoon
or halberd was particularly useful in battle.
The driving force behind the order was to
prevent those in command from carrying
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and using a firearm during battle. As stated
in the first quoted order, firearms withdraw
the attention of the officer too much from
his men.
At the beginning of the Burgoyne
Campaign in 1777 the army was reminded
that “the attention of every officer in action
is to be employed in his men; to make use
of a fusil except in very extraordinary occasion of immediate personal defense, would
betray an ignorance of his importance and
of his duty.”
Similarly, in May 1776, Clinton complained that an officer could not properly
command his men “while he is firing, loading, and playing bo peep behind trees.”
Months later, an incident occurred at the
Battle of White Plains that confirmed his
opinion. In response to heavy rebel fire
from the top of Chatterton’s Hill, an officer
leading two British battalions immediately
formed them into column for attack and
advance. Clinton recalled, “The instant
I saw the move I declared it decisive. But
when the officer had marched forward
about twenty paces he halted, fired his fusil,
and began to reload (his column remaining during the time under the enemy’s fire);
upon which I pronounced it a coup manqué, foretelling at the same time that they
would break. It happened as I said, and I

could not help remarking to Sir William
Howe that, if the battle should be lost, that
officer was the occasion of it. I had scarcely
done speaking when Lord Cornwallis came
up with the same observation.”
During the Revolution it was generally
accepted by both sides that it was not the
job of officers and serjeants to augment the
fire of their troops while in action.
So what is the lesson to be taken from
this for us as reenactors. Not necessarily
that all officers and serjeants should carry
spontoons and halberds. Many of us have
them and it would be completely correct
to make greater use of them. However, the
more important rule is that those commanding troops should not lose their
focus during battle by firing their firelocks,
thereby neglecting the troops under their
command. The most important role of
officers or NCOs is to be attentive to the
action around them, watchful of activity in
the ranks, and focused on the giving of clear
commands to those being led. The firing
of one more musket will not usually decide
the day, while the slowness of a company to
respond to developing circumstances could
be fatal in a tactical situation.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp
C ar l eton I s l an d

For Sale
J

une 23 marked the 200th anniversary
of the U.S. occupation of Carleton Island
and Fort Haldimand at the beginning of the
War of 1812.
This aerial photo provided by Sotheby’s,
an international realty group that specializes in selling historic homes, show the
Canadian Tall Ship Fair Jeanne approaching the historic fort, located near the
island’s head. The 110-foot ship was built
in Ottawa and is operated by Bytown

Brigantine Inc., an Ottawa-based youth
charity. The Thousand Islands Land
Trust, based in Clayton, owns Carleton
Island’s seven-acre Revolutionary War site,
including the fort, which was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places
in 1978. Several lots surrounding the fort
owned by RH Monks LLC are up for sale
and listed with Sotheby’s.
***
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R emem b er i n g

Eleanor Moult
and the
Dafoe Reunion

of

1984

The Yorkers’ contingent with
Al Joyner in front.

1812
Piorial Trails
H ighligh t ing First
N at i on s

O

n December 30 of last year Eleanor
Carleton Moult UE passed away
at the age 82. Not only was Eleanor an
authority on the Loyalist Dafoes (who
served in the King’s Rangers), but she was
a great friend and admirer of the King’s
Royal Yorkers. She and the late Jean Lake
UE were apt to turn up at any Yorker event,
locally or down in the Mohawk Valley,
armed with a tape recorder to interview any
reenactor who showed signs of life.
One of Eleanor’s proudest moments
was organizing and pulling off a Dafoe
Reunion in Kingston, August 1984. The

Eleanor Moult with a bemused
Gavin Watt.

T

Yorkers played a role at this event, as Gavin
Watt was the guest speaker (and of course
promptly put visiting Dafoes from the
Rebellious Provinces in their place). As
well there were several other Yorkers present including Al Joyner, Todd Girdwood,
David Moore and myself.
As successful as the Reunion was, it was
forever remembered for the salmonella
poisoning that afflicted numbers of the participants and some of the reenactors. The
hotel was subsequently referred to as the
“Salmonella Inn”
Peter W. Johnson UE

A volley to wake up Kingston

h e new b ook ,1812, Pictorial
Trails - Highlighting First Nations
was launched on June 24 in cooperation
with the Western Corridor War of 1812
Bicentennial Alliance. The book’s website
encourages readers to:
“Walk, bike ride or drive and join us as
we explore an exciting and unique 500 kilometer journey of War of 1812 trails. Our
pictorial journey begins at the southwestern shores of Lake Erie, moving along the
Detroit River into Windsor, then follows
the Thames River through Chatham and
London. Trekking further east, we cross
near Brant’s Fording Place and veer south
to Port Dover. Looping back to the main
road, we continue through Ancaster, landing at Burlington Heights. An about turn
at Fort York, through the Stoney Creek
Battlefield, finally we end our visually stimulating historic trip in the Niagara Frontier
Peninsula, with all its rich War of 1812 sites.
Every significant event during the War
of 1812 has been uniquely photographed
by Martin Love and written about with a

An apprehensive but youthful-looking
David Moore with Todd Girdwood, as
Al Joyner ‘puts them in their place’.

First Nations perspective by author Zig
Misiak. A wonderfully stimulating menu of
maps, aerial photographs and ground level
images, seasoned with unique artifacts and
First Nations validated information will
be placed before you to consume. “1812,
Pictorial Trails” will have an enormous
appeal to everyone wanting to know the
who’s, where’s and what’s about First
Nations involvement in Upper Canada. It
supports the First Nations, Metis and Inuit
Education Policy Framework.
We the people, the First Nations and
the militia were inseparably interwoven
fibers in a tapestry of defense against a common foe. Aligned with the British regulars,
we formed a cultural triumvirate strong
enough to thwart an invasion.”
For more information about this new
book check the website at
http://www.1812pictorialtrails.com/
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J Q uotes
“N othing can more strongly mark the
want of discipline and indeed of resolution
and firmness, than firing wantonly without
effect… A body of men wasting injudiciously their ammunition soon becomes
insignificant to a discerning enemy.”
– M ajor General Massey
Halifax, September 1777
“The precedence of companies being
well understood to be established as the
parade order – but in formation of line
from column, convenience or rapidity of
movement [is] to supersede seniority.”
– Capt William Scott, 17th Regt,
Light Company, Brandywine, 1777
“On this occasion I commanded one
of the advanced companies, which must
have been accidental, as I was much too
young for so important a situation. Upon

FOr

O U R I N ST RU C T I O N I

so severe a trial, I acted, as many older officers no doubt had done before and since
– I obeyed the directions of an experienced
sergeant.”
– E nsign Frederick Robinson
Horseneck, ct February 26, 1779
“On every occasion where it is possible
to approach the enemy, it is Lieutenant
Colonel Campbell’s orders that the troops
destined for the attack shall, with their
usual intrepidity, march briskly up to the
distance of 60 yards, without regarding
their [the rebels] fire, throw in a general
volley, give a military cheer, and rush upon
them with their bayonets. The superior
prowess of British and Hessian troops in
every attack of this nature will crown their
arms with glory and success.”
– General Orders
Savannah, December 24, 1778

“The enemy placed themselves behind
trees and walls, etc., and it was apparently
necessary to take them in their own way.
In consequence a new word was adopted
and the flank corps were on subsequent
occasions ordered ‘to tree’ – a word of
command as well known to them now as
any other.”
– Edward Winslow, 1781
Source: With Zeal and With Bayonets Only,
Matthew H. Springer

— Notices to Subscribers —
N ot i ce G i ven b y t h e R e g i menta l Gran d Sut l er

To the patrons of the Grand Sutler's Tavern, many thanks for your custom and please
accept notice that the last of the rum left over from Fort George in 2010 has now been consumed. It took a lot of collective effort, and at first it looked like we would never drink it all,
but we can all be proud of our livers for having filtered their way to achieving this noteworthy
accomplishment.
–S
 jt. R. Stewart,Grand Sutler to His Majesty's Royal Regiment of New York.

S

N·Y

Item s for Sa l e

Dave Ward would like to sell several items of kit:
• Williamsburg wide-brimmed straw hat
• Wooden shoes (ladies size 8)
Direct inquiries to: ddward@amtelecom.net

— Links —

The

YORKER

S

COURANT

N·Y

News & Wisdom from Sir John’s Regt.– The King’s Royal Yorkers

Due l l i n g

Jon Wannamaker provided this link to a site with interesting information on dueling.
http://www.archive.org/stream/historyofduellin02milluoft#page/n5/mode/2up

e d i t o r

Sjt. Mjr. Dave Putnam
dputnam@cogeco.net

Bot h S i d e s Drank Beer

During the American Revolution it appears that this New York City brewer sold beer to
both the British and Continental armies.
http://www.nyhistory.org/node/589/gallery/73263

l a y o u t

Chritopher Armtrong
chris.armstrong@interbrand.com

