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best ever Yorker Tavern” was really the best
ever. It was nice to see many old members
who came to help celebrate our Anniversary.
I would also like to thank Donna Grundy
for presenting us with a beautifully detailed
cake. Many thanks also to Gin Lane, with
Gavin A. Watt, Pete Alexander, and Ken
Purvis, who entertained us with lovely 18th
Century tunes and songs.


U pcom i n g E v ents .

B l ack C reek

B

rigadier Watt (Ret.) certainly created a unique organization
all those years ago, which all of us today are
proud to belong to. Our 40th Anniversary
celebrations went off superbly well thanks
to the energy and drive of serjeant Robert
Stewart, ably assisted by Kady Gibson. “The

Newtown, August 29/30: There are
stories going around that the Newtown
Battlefield Park is closing and that this
year’s re-enactment will be the last one.
Regardless of this story I would like to see
a good turnout as we have had a quiet season. This is an excellent site for us to use for
skirmishing and open order tactics. Our
arch nemesis, Mitch Lee, will be leading the
rebel force, and this should be a good incentive to attend.

10 Schoharie
12 Serjeant Major’s Rant
Reversing & Mourning Arms
13 L inks & Letters

C o m i n g

E v e n t s

august 29-30
Battle of Newtown,
Elmira, NY
august 29-30
School of the Loyalist, NJ
sept 12-13
Fort Ticonderoga, NY
2nd Battalion
sept 19
Thornhill Festival
oct 3-4
Schoharie, NY –
Stone Fort Days
(US ALL-UP)

[ A u g u s t , 15 ]

P ag e 2

the yorker courant

Loyalist School, August 29/30:
This school is being organized by Todd
Braisted, the well known Loyalist historical researcher. Our Major Moore has been
invited to speak at one of the various workshops, which is being held in New Bridge
Landing, New Jersey.
Thornhill Festival, Sept. 19th:
This is the usual money maker for the regiment being held in Thornhill. There are
changes to the festival this year and the
details will be forthcoming shortly.

Fort Ticonderoga, Sept. 12/13: This
is the only BB/CL event of 2015 and it
should be a good one. Captain Jeff Paine,
the 2nd. Battalion C.O., has had excellent
returns for the event which will turn out
two full sections plus.
Schoharie: The All Up U.S. event this
year in “the Valley” will be much bigger than
the usual battles that have been re-enacted
at the Stone Fort. The BVMA and BAR
have worked out a larger battle scenario for
this year’s battle. There will be the attack
on the Middle Fort at Middleburgh seven

and a half miles to the south in the morning. We will eat lunch from our haversacks
or blanket rolls, then after lunch the fight
will continue through the town. The main
tactical will then take place in the midafternoon. In the evening the organizers
have arranged a tavern and dance. This
event gives us the opportunity to create a
“campaign impression” using knapsacks,
or blanket rolls, and tin camp kettles along
with a 5 o’clock shadow. Serjeant Finnegan
still has to shave just before the battle to
obtain that unshaven look.
Colonel James
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A T a v ern t o R emember

I

n the February issue of the Courant,
Sutler Robert Stewart accepted the challenge to make the tavern at Black Creek
the “best Yorker Tavern ever”. His goal was
to keep the traditions of the sutler’s tavern
alive and to provide an evening of festivities
that would be remembered for many years
to come. He was successful in meeting the
challenge!
From the sutler’s marquis came a steady
stream of well mixed bowls and tasty beverages (i.e. shrub) for all to enjoy. Despite the
best efforts of tavern patrons to fully deplete
the sutler’s supply of liquor and lemons,
Robert successfully continued the flow until
the last soldier stumbled off to his tent in
the wee-hours of the morning.
And what would a tavern be without

music? Early in the evening, Gin Lane
(Gavin Watt Jr., Ken Purvis and Peter
Alexander) began cranking out tunes from
their bottomless repertoire of 18th century
music. More instruments were featured
throughout the night than one could shake
a drumstick at: flutes, whistles, drums,
bodrins, dulcimers, mandolins… And as
the beverages took effect, the audience
joined in, singing all the old and bawdy
songs that everyone loves so much.
And of course, the tavern resurrected
many old faces from 40 years of Yorker-ing.
Guys and gals who were/are such an integral
part of the recreated regiment’s four-decade
run joined the festivities. Some told stories
for the enjoyment of the crowd, but many
more epic episodes were recounted in little

huddles of people dispersed around the sutler’s marquis.
The evening had a very 18th century look
and feel. Many came dressed in their finery:
gowns, outfits, suits, and uniforms, to rival
even a Yorker Pollie Johnson Day.
Perhaps the highlight of the party was the
presentation to the founder of the Recreated
Yorkers, Past-Colonel Gavin Watt. Colonel
Reg James honoured Gavin with the presentation of an engraved plate, recognizing
his accomplishments and commitment to
his brain-child, the Royal Yorkers.
Yes, it was a tavern to remember: Food,
Drink, Music, Singing, 18th C Clothing,
Old & New Friends, Stories and 40 Years of
Remembrances.
DWP
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Let Them Eat Cake!

I

f asked who said, “Let them eat
cake”, some might attribute the statement to Marie Antoinette. However, those
who were present at Black Creek this year
will know that it was Donna Grundy who
not only wanted the Yorkers to eat cake,
but went ahead and made a Special 40th
Anniversary Cake for everyone’s enjoyment.
The giant slab cake was indeed a masterpiece! In the centre was a large edible
version of the Yorker Regimental Colour,
which appeared to flutter on the white
frosting background. At each corner
Grenadier bombs exploded in a profusion
of icing. Around the border were 40 Royal
Provincial buttons, cast in pewter-like
sugar. And beside the Colour was a Yorker
cap that looked good enough to eat. In red
(how appropriate) the words “40 Years”
appeared in 18th-century script.
The Regiment owes Donna a vote of
thanks for her hard work to make this treat
possible. No doubt, those who enjoyed a
piece of cake during the party had a night of
sweet dreams.
DWP

B l ack C reek

40 th Anniversary Parade

T

he pomp and ceremony of a military celebration is no easy undertaking,
but to our credit, the Royal Yorkers came
through with flying colours (so-to-speak).
On Saturday morning three solid Yorker
companies, the Loyalist Fife & Drum Corp,
as well as a well turned-out group of Yorker
Refugees, formed on the Black Creek
Green for the 40th Anniversary Parade. It
is estimated that there were 70 members in
attendance. In addition, we were supported
by the 84th Regiment and Queen’s Rangers,
as well as members from the 8th Regiment
and Butler’s Rangers.
The ceremony began with the dedication
of the new Regimental Colour and the rededication of the King’s Colour. Chaplin
Neil Thomsen did an excellent job of leading this portion of the parade. The King’s
Colour and two Regimental Colours (old
and new) were then Trooped, accompanied by the music of the Loyalist Fifes and
Drums. After the Trooping, Past-LtCol
Gavin Watt and Honourary Colonel
Doug Grant received the salute as all units

Marched Past the reviewing stand.
Following the parade, Colonel James
(with a well-deserved measure of pride)
expressed his satisfaction on the deportment and performance of the troops under
his command. All in attendance are to be
congratulated for a job well done.
DWP
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Light C oy. Raises the Bar for Camp Accuracy

T

his year at Black Creek the Light
Coy took a giant step forward by
creating an 18th century military kitchen
arrangement commonly used by the British
Army. Rather than using the usual ground
level fire pit, a trench was dug, with fireboxes situated in the interior wall of the
ditch. A hole or chimney was situated above
the firebox to draw smoke and provide heat
for cooking. The mess group’s kettle was
placed on top of the chimney opening and
heated from the fire below.
This style of kitchen offers a number of
advantages that the fire pit cannot. The fire
in the firebox is protected from rain, wind

and inclement weather. The enclosed box
retains the heat more effectively, making it
a more efficient cooking design. Also, the
trench wall provides a comfortable spot for
soldiers to sit as they prepare their food, and
gives them easy access to the fireplace.
Since this is the first time that this style of
kitchen has been attempted by the Yorkers,
some experimentation was necessary to
achieve the desired cooking capabilities.
Nonetheless, it was an excellent experience
for those involved in setting it up, and it
was a very interesting display for the public
throughout the weekend.
In addition to the kitchen, the Lights

constructed a lean-to shelter in their camp
for sleeping and storage of their kit. They
have done this in previous years, and continue to perfect the skill. As with the kitchen
fireplaces, it was a great learning exercise, as
the Lights work at experiencing the conditions of 18th century troops on campaign.
Congratulations to the Light Coy for
their efforts to create and interpret accurate
camp arrangements for their enjoyment
and the education of the public.
DWP
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R e c ru i t i n g Duri ng the R e volution

O

ne thing never truly appreciated by the British during the
War was the danger of raising, recruiting and keeping a battalion up to strength
in America. As opposed to the safe streets
of London, Dublin, Glasgow or Chester,
recruiting Loyalists in America involved
having to clandestinely go into an enemy’s country, quietly making contact with

known Loyalists, and convincing them to
travel back with you to British held territory, sometimes over a hundred miles away.
As shown in this document dated 1779,
the recruiter was often a “Volunteer.” In
18th Century terms, that means a gentleman who has attached himself to a corps,
at his own expense, to both learn the ropes
of being an officer, while often at the same

time recruiting enough men to entitle him
to a commission. It put him in a good position, should there be a vacancy by death,
resignation or transfer, to step in and receive
a commission as ensign and start his career
path in the regiment/army. The following
item is taken from Todd Braisted’s webpage.
– Colonel James
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Quebec May 27th 1779
Sir
Mr. Sutherland a Volunteer in your
Regiment, is returned, with thirteen
Loyalists, whom I have ordered to be sent
to you, as I suppose most of them will be
ready to enter into your Regiment, the
Intelligence Mr. Sutherland has sent to
me, has the appearance of being authentic,
and I am so well pleased with him, that I
shall employ him again on that service, for
which purpose I have wrote to him, to be
at St. Johns, on 6th June, and wait there
for orders. Should any particular instructions occur to you, relative to his future
enquiries, I desire you will give them to
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Mr. Sutherland, who must always be carefull to examine, and compare the different
accounts he receives, to prevent the possibility of any misinformation, which might
occasion a little confusion, in the movements I may intend to take.
I am Sir &c
(Signed) Fred: Haldimand

Lieut. Colol. Sir John Johnson

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

40 th Anniversary in Pictures
D

T

his year, as the King’s Royal Regiment of New York celebrates its 40th Anniversary as a recreated unit, the Courant
is featuring pictures from its 40 years of service. In this issue Gavin Watt, the founder of the regiment, has provided the
following photographs, with captions, from the units activities in 1978.

Left
Bradley House, Mississauga,
21 may 78
Gavin Alexander’s first event as a fifer, 1KRR. He
stands with Andrew Anderson, son of the company’s
2-I-C, Serjeant Edward. All you mummies and
daddies will recognize how much positive publicity
was received when these two weasels were at an event.

Right
Bradley House, Mississauga, 21 may 78
Jessup’s King’s Loyal Americans make their first
appearance in regimental coats, red faced green. Glenn
Steppler foreground left and Bill Henry as drummer.
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Fort Wellington, Prescott, 15 jul 78
Bill Wigham, Fusilier Regiment von Ditfurth,
Hessen-Cassel. Bill was the Deputy Commander
of the Brigade of the American Revolution and the
Brigade Inspector. He was one of the KRR’s favourite
officers – always fair, always calm, always confident,
and extremely knowledgeable.

Fort Wellington, Prescott, 15 jul 78
One of the first appearances of the Yorker Lights,
all in mufti, on parade to the left of the Colonel’s
Company. The unit’s founder, Serjeant Bill Severin
with a sash.

Fort York Festival, 07 aug 78
An indication of how early the Royal Yorkers became
proficient in Light Infantry tactics thanks to the
research of Captain Bill Severin and Serjeant Dave
Owen of our Light Company.
Note also, the sprig of pine needles worn behind the
cockade, an idea adopted from an artist’s conception
of the KRR NY.

Johnson Hall, Johnstown, ny, 09 sep 78
The Royal Highland Emigrants looking especially
pretty. Second from the left is our Chuck Baker in
his earlier life, and on the far right, Bram Blenk, the
current commander of the unit.

the yorker courant
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Johnson Hall, Johnstown, ny, 09 sep 78
Colonel Don Mault, commander of the Brigade
of the American Revolution, wears a superb
reproduction of the cap worn by Colonel Guy
Johnson, Superintendant of the Six Nations’ Indian
Department, during his visit to England in 1775.

Johnson Hall, Johnstown, ny, 09 sep 78
Three of Snow White’s dwarves – Chuck Baker,
Harry Martin and Bram Blenk.

Thornhill Parade, 16 sep 78
The Colonel’s Company marches through Thornhill.
Lieutenant Gavin Watt leads followed by Fifer Gavin
Watt, proving that nepotism was alive and well.
The detachment’s two Regular Force veterans are
out of step – Pte Seamus Devlin, 1st Bn, Royal
Canadian Regiment and Pte Finn Nielsen, 2nd Bn,
Canadian Guards.

200 th Anniversary, Cherry Valley
Massacre, 14 oct 78
The men wear their accoutrements like ‘old soldiers’
belted over their coats.
Only four of these fellows remain in the hobby. Left to
Right – Claus Reuter, Brunswick Light Infantry; second from left – Al Joyner, 1&2 KRR; seventh from left
– Peter Johnson, Loyalist Fifes & Drums, McDonell’s
Coy, 1KRR & Singleton’s Coy, 2KRR; on the far right,
Gavin Watt, a.k.a. McGeachie, Duncan’s, McDonell’s
and Singleton’s Coys.
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200 th Anniversary, Cherry Valley
Massacre, 14 oct 78
Pte Joyner has captured a rebel officer spying on the
Crown Forces. Lieut Watt questions Brad Chetwynd,
the future commander of the Continental Line and a
very good friend of the Royal Yorkers.

200 th Anniversary, Cherry Valley
Massacre, 14 oct 78
Pte Joyner has captured a rebel officer spying on the
Crown Forces. Lieut Watt questions Brad Chetwynd,
the future commander of the Continental Line and a
very good friend of the Royal Yorkers.

Jessup’s King’s Loyal Americans, The City
magazine article, Fall issue 1778
Lynn Cunningham, standing centre rear – this lady
was the North American leader in researching female
fashion of the 18th century and started the movement
that the KRR Refugees and Followers perpetuated.
Standing, left to right – third from left, Mike
Wylie, future KRR drummer; next – Bruce Cane,
future KRR Drum Major, succeeding Bill Henry; to
right of Lynn, John Holt, future KRR drummer; Bill
Henry, first KRR Drum Major; Mark Seguin, future
KRR drummer.
Seated lady – Ann Henry, future KRR refugee with
her daughter Jeannie Henry.
Standing far left – Jay Johnston and his wife Lynne
did not convert to KRR when Jessup’s collapsed.
Seated far right – Phil Dunning, who also did not
join the KRR, was the first individual in the hobby
to recreate an accurate sutler’s tavern. His material
culture expertise was superb.
NB: Jessup’s KLA was a light year ahead of the
Royal Yorkers for an accurate portrayal of the 18th
Century. Although the KRR was greatly strengthened
when the KLA collapsed and was able to build a
Fife & Drum corps that exceeded that of any other
regiment in the hobby at the time for size and
capability, the death of Jessup’s was a most sad event
for the hobby.

the yorker courant
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~ An Appeal ~

A

s you can tell from the old pictures
now appearing in the Courant, I’ve
been going through the regiment’s photographic records from forty years ago and
selecting particularly neat and meaningful
images. Back in the day, I used to collect
photos, newspaper clippings and documents for virtually every event the regiment
attended. We had a number of talented
photographers (Anne and Bill Henry,
Brian McHugh, Janice Lang, Al Joyner,
Peter Johnson, John Moore, etc…), both
professional and amateur, and they happily
submitted their work for the regimental records. Back then, everyone probably
owned a camera, but only a few could take
quality photographs. Nonetheless, members and friends sent in gobs of photos from
which I selected the best examples of what
we were doing. Marginal photos were better
than no photo at all!
Sure, some images were wonderful works
of art, but the ones I yearned to collect were
of the various sections and companies,
which captured the maximum number of
faces – on the march, on parade, or, best of
all, candid photos of our tacticals. Over the
years, I put together thirty-three binders
of material. It was a staggering amount of
work, but at the time seemed to me to be
terribly important.
Nowadays, everyone has a digital camera
and can take good photos. When our
website got up and going, we soon had
photo Galleries of our events and a great
many members contributed lots of images.
Then, along came Facebook and members
started to post their photos there, which did
nothing for our photo galleries on the
website.
I want to encourage more and more
members to post images to the website. We
are in the midst of a massive change to our
uniforms and it’s critical that we have a solid
record of the progress of that change.
To date, there are no pictures on the
website for 2015 events. The Winter Party
has come and gone and so have Mount
Vernon, Backus Mills and Adolphustown.
Hopefully, someone out there took pics of
those events and will take action.
Gavin Watt

R emembrances

from

André Gousse
O

nce upon a time, I started my reenactment career with the King’s Royal
Regiment of New York. In fact, I discovered
the regiment when I met Gavin Watt and
a bunch of other Yorkers, including Paul
Fortier, Denis and Jamie Bourget, for the
grand re-opening of Fort Chambly on the
first of July 1983. They got me hooked on
reenacting after sharing their stories with
me and a colleague and good friend, Larry
Ostola. We both joined the Yorkers in
1984. At the time we met Gavin and Co.,
we were interpreters at Fort Chambly, just
starting our career with Parks Canada. I
really enjoyed my time as a Yorker as the
camaraderie and support from older more
experienced members was shared freely
with us new recruits. I fondly recall many
great events with the regiment.
While browsing the Web for other stuff, I
came upon the Yorkers website and noticed
you are celebrating its 40th anniversary this
year. I dug out a photo I took of the group
present at Fort Chambly on that fateful July
day in 1983, which you will find attached.

They now look so young! I had a grand time
with them, though I do not recall all of their
names. Could be old age, but it could also
be all the sparkling wine we shared with the
boys that evening! It was left over from the
shortened wine and cheese after the fort
was inaugurated by a federal Minister!
In any case, I wish the Yorkers all the
best for their 40th anniversary! Gavin and
the other founding members were true pioneers and they helped create and grow a
great number of high-quality reenactment
groups in Canada. Hats off to them and
their vision!
Cheers and salut à tous mes amis!
André Gousse
Former Yorker (in Squeaky Bob Anglin’s
section), and Capitaine de la compagnie
de milice de Chambly (created under the
umbrella of the MAMH)
Historic Weapons Programmes Specialist,
Parks Canada
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BBBBBBBBB
B att l e o f N ewtown
A u g ust 2 9 - 3 0

O

n August 29 & 30, the Yorkers
will attend an event at an original
battlefield site near Elmira, N.Y. In fact,
Saturday, August 29 is the actual anniversary of the Battle of Newtown. We will
camp on the site held by Loyalist troops and
Native warriors during the original battle.
The Yorkers have been to this event in
previous years and have always enjoyed the
excellent terrain, the good tactical scenarios
and the hospitality of the hosts. It is also a
reasonable drive for most of us, considering
that it is a U.S. event. The British camp is
usually situated on a piece of high ground,
not far from the Newtown Battlefield
monolith. From the monument you
have a clear view of the Chemung Valley.
Interpretive maps and plaques are located
in the park explaining the events and troop
movements during the battle. This is one
of the few sites where we have access to hot
running water, flush toilets and showers –
very luxurious!
After a fairly quite reenacting summer, this
is an opportunity to get into action once again.

Directions: Those coming from the east
end of Lake Ontario should take I81 south
to Binghamton and then Hwy 17 west
to Newtown Battlefied Park (just east of
Elmira). Those coming from the west end of
Lake Ontario should follow I390 and then
Hwy 17 through Bath, Corning and Elmira.
Please note – Eastbound traffic on Hwy 17
cannot turn left into the park. You must pass
the Battlefield Park and exit at Lowman,
then backtrack west on Rte 17 to the
Newtown exit, turning right off the highway.
DWP

Schoharie
October 3 & 4
A LL - U P U . S . E V E N T

A

lthough the Royal Yorkers have
been to Schoharie’s “Old Stone Fort
Days” on many occasions, it has always
been a struggle to get good numbers out
on the Canadian Thanksgiving Weekend.
This year the Burning of the Valleys Military
Association (BVMA) has conceded to our
request to change the event date by making
it one week earlier (October 3 & 4). This is
a major concession on their part. In return
we need to demonstrate our appreciation
by supporting and attending this event. It
also should be noted that the Sunday afternoon battle has been moved from 3:00 p.m.
to 1:30 p.m. so that we can get on our way
home at a reasonable hour. The BVMA
have really gone out of their way to accommodate our needs, including providing a
Hunter’s Stew for our arrival on Friday evening.
Unlike most other reenactment events
that we attend each year, the Mohawk Valley
and Schoharie in particular, is the Holy
Land for the Royal Yorkers. On Saturday,
October 3 and Sunday, October 4 we will
camp outside the walls of the stone church
in the village of Schoharie. Yes, we will
enjoy the crisp Fall weather, the spectacular
colour of the Schoharie Valley in October,
the sausage-on-a-bun from a local vender,
and the camaraderie that always exists at
the last Yorker e vent of the year. But most
of all we’ll revel in the fact that this event
commemorates a significant Yorker raid

into the Mohawk Valley. In October, 1780,
235 years ago to the month, Sir John led his
army down the valley, in one of the most
successful guerilla raids in military history.
The following is an excerpt from Gavin
Watt’s book, Burning of the Valleys, where late
in the day of October 17 the invaders arrive at
the site of our upcoming event.
“... Sir John’s main body arrived at the
Lower Fort at 4:00 p.m. to be greeted by a
discharge of canister from a small cannon,
which was mounted outside the palisades.
Captain Stubrach’s crew of artillerists
were considerably cheered to see their target fall to the ground; but, then were quite
chagrined to see them all rise to a man
on command. One of the targeted Royal
Yorkers had a ball from the discharge hit his
knapsack and lodge against the soles of his
spare pair of shoes. He was much alarmed
when he felt the impact. Unaware, he carried the ball back to Canada where it was
found when he emptied his pack. As the
gun was being run out, Sir John is said to
have taken out a telescope to examine it.
Observing only a small piece, he lowered
his glass, made some derisive comment,
then ordered the men to press on.
Having wasted much time attempting to
coerce the Middle Fort, the raiders spent
little effort on the Lower. Johnson, who recognized that his work had just begun, knew
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that he must move rapidly to avoid giving
the rebels time to concentrate a large body
to oppose him. His line troops passed by
the fort to the westwards while the Indians
moved on the eastern flank, crossing Foxes
Creek en masse. Some parties were ordered
to stay behind to burn local buildings and
Brant’s men worked in close enough to
the installation to destroy Jacob Snyder’s
outbuildings and tavern, lying near the
northeast blockhouse. This likely proved
as disappointing to the garrison as it did to
Snyder. And, to make things worse, Swart’s
tavern, which was situated at a short walk
from the fort, was also burned, all of its
woodwork being consumed.
A section of five militia marksmen under
Ensign Jacob Lawyer was posted in the bell
tower and, while they were doing their best
to dissuade the raiders from burning the
buildings close to the fort, a very strange
incident occurred. Ensign Lawyer’s brother
Peter, a fellow militiaman, approached the
fort from the direction of the Schoharie
Kill and entered. He mounted the belfry to find his brother, whereupon the two
men held a brief, private conference. Then,
the pair climbed down from the tower and
left the fort without leave or explanation.
Command of this important post was taken
over by 1st Lieutenant Peter Snyder who
successfully kept the section at their work.
At the same time as Swart’s tavern was in
flames, the marksmen in the belfry observed
an Indian stealing through an orchard
towards a house about 30 rods southeast of
the fort. In his hand was a firebrand. When
he stopped to take cover behind a stout
apple tree, the five rifles in the tower barked.
All five balls struck the tree and, abandoning his purpose, the Indian took to his heels
rather than risk an attempt on the house.
Once the expedition had crossed to
the north side of Foxes Creek, the threepounder fieldpiece was quickly taken from
its wagon and assembled on the roadway
where the crew had a good view of the stone
church. The rebels, watching the men manhandling the piece, were convinced that
the whole action was a sham as the glinting bronze tube had the appearance of a
peeled log. They wondered if this was a ploy
to scare them and force a surrender. Their
suspicions were all the greater when the linstock was brought to the vent of the piece
three times before the gun fired; however, at
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the third try, when the gun’s mouth roared,
spurting flame and smoke, and a solid shot
resoundingly smacked into the stone wall
of the church, they knew the fieldpiece
was quite real. The gunners’ second shot
punched through the roof and lodged in
the heavy rafter, sending a second shock
through the whole building. A third round
struck a horizontal beam in the tower, causing the building to “tremble like a leaf in the
wind’ and, undoubtedly, giving the marksmen in the belfry something to think about.
Likely the Royal Artillerymen hoped to
collapse the roof or belfry into the inner
fort, causing disorder and casualties.
The fort’s defenders had stood up well to
being surrounded by columns of troops and
Indians. They had grieved and raged as all
around them their own, and their friends’,
work of a lifetime was put to the torch.
Now, when the Crown artillery started
to beat against their “castle keep” a pail of
“rum sweetened with gun-powder” was
brought around by Mrs. Snyder. The contemporary theory was that the liquor would
“embolden, while the powder maddened
the warrior.” The woman remembered later
how the hands of some of the men at the
pickets trembled so badly that they could
scarcely take hold of the container she was
serving from.
Having completed the burning, the two
wings of Sir John’s force reassembled on the
high ground above the large brick house of
the faint-hearted loyalist, Captain George
Mann, a building which had figured so
prominently in the “Tory uprising” of 1777.
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The riflemen in the church tower commenced a hot fire at such an inviting target,
but the range was extreme. More of a threat
came from the blockhouse in the north-east
corner of the works which fired repeated
rounds of canister; however, neither form of
retaliation caused any casualties.
Sir John had little patience with his artillery,
and as the day was growing short, he ordered
the gun to be disassembled and loaded onto
the wagon; then, the column march off...”
“The raiders continued for another six
miles, destroying many buildings en route
and then halted to camp near the junction
of Fly and Schoharie Creeks near Harman
Sidney’s mills, which were soon in flames.
They had marched over 12 miles, fought
several skirmishes, invested a fort and created a conflagration beyond imagination.
For men who had already traversed a wilderness over rough trails and on very short
rations, it had been exhausting. For their
pains, a region capable of producing 80,000
bushels of grain per annum had been totally
laid waste.”
You might well ask how many more
times we have to burn the Valley before the
rebels return to their Rightful King. Well, it
appears that it will be at least one more time.
And of course, it’s always good fun being
the evil hair-buying Tories that the Tryon
County Militia loves to hate. Despite our
politics, the rebels really do appreciate our
support of the Stone Fort Days event, and
do their utmost to welcome us and ensure
that we have a good time.
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S erjeant M ajor ’ s R ant

R e v ers i ng & M o urn i ng A rms

W

hen we participated in the rededication of the Loyalist Monument at
Adolphustown on May 24, four lucky guys
were selected to stand guard at the corners
of the monument’s platform. Standing as a
ceremonial guard is a piece-of-cake under
normal circumstances: stand erect; remain
steady; maintain a military bearing; and
occasionally change the position of your
firelock to get the blood circulating again.
Except in this case the guys were required
to stand for approximately an hour in the
“Mourn Arms” position. For those who
are not familiar with this position, “Mourn
Arms” means that the muzzle of your musket is positioned on the toe of your right
foot, your hands are placed on the butt of

the musket, and your head is bowed forward so that you are looking down for the
duration of your stand. In this position
of mourning there is no opportunity to
straighten-up, stretch or move your firelock.
You remain in this uncomfortable position
for the duration.
There are very few circumstances when we
are required to Mourn Arms. Occasionally
at a British Brigade event the Army is put
into this position for several minutes in
recognition of a departed comrade. Once
it is known that this movement will be utilized, there is usually a scramble to refresh
everyone’s memory on how the movement
is performed or to instruct guys who have
never done it before.

the command “Reverse Firelock”

1. Remove the right hand from the small of the butt, and at the same time use the left hand to lower
the muzzle to the right. When the musket is perpendicular to the ground, grasp the swell with
the right hand and remove the left hand bringing the left arm to the side of the body. Continue to
reverse the musket with the right hand, bringing it the left side of the body, under the left arm. At
this point the barrel faces to the front, with the butt up and the musket sloped to the rear under the
left arm.
2. Move the right foot forward, so that both heals are together. At the same time raise the left hand
and grasp the musket below the feather spring.
3. Remove the right hand from the musket and bring the right arm behind the body, grasping the
sling of the musket with the right hand.

On the command “Mourn Firelock”:

1. Bring the right arm to the front of the body and grasp the small of the butt with the right hand.
With both the right and left hands holding the musket, lower the musket so the muzzle is positioned on (or outside) the right toe, with the barrel facing to the front.
2. Place the right hand on the rear of the butt. Lower the head so the right cheek rests on the back
of the right hand. The left hand is still positioned on the stock, with the index finger touching the
feather spring.

On the command “Rest Firelock”:

1. Place the left hand under the stock with the small finger touching the feather spring. Raise the
head to an erect position.
2. With the left hand, raise the muzzle up and to the front. As the muzzle is erected, remove the
right hand from the butt and grasp the small of the butt. At the same time, move the right foot
back so the right instep is against the left heel.

On It is worth noting that “Reverse Firelock” is a drill movement in its own right. Once
you are at the “Reverse” you could be given the command to “March”. This would be an
appropriate marching position if accompanying a funeral procession.
We’ll try this sometime when we’ve thoroughly masterly all the other drill, and we’re
looking for something more to learn.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

The Brigade of the American Revolution
(B.A.R.) recently published in the Brigade
Courier a 1780 document that showed
step-by-step diagrams, along with a written description of each movement. Gregory
Urwin, who provided this rare manual
called “The Funeral Motions”, made the
following introductory comment:
“An illustrated manual of the ‘Funeral
Motions’ is taken from a wonderful broadside showing the military funeral of a
London Alderman who took sick after
leading volunteer light horse during the
Gordon Riots in June 1780”.
Here is my interpretation of what the text
says. It is assumed that the soldier is already
standing at the “Rest”.
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— L i nks & Letters —
Geor g e III S wor d

Gavin Watt provided this link to an article and pictures about a
sword owned at one time by George III.
http://earlyamericanists.com/2015/05/04/the-kings-arms/

A d o l p h ustown

From the Re-dedication of the UEL Monument at Adolphustown
last weekend, “We hope it is not just the culmination of a
restoration project but the start of a new interest in the Loyalist
heritage in the province”
http://www.ckwstv.com/2015/05/25/
the-oldest-loyalist-monument-in-canada-is-celebrated/

S o l d i er ’ s K i t

Roy Najecki has a site on youtube with some videos of soldiery
artefacts. – Nancy Watt
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXZmQMQMiDy2HpHb4M1GRoA
W omen i n t h e R anks

I found this interesting article on women in the ranks.
– Eric Lorenzen
http://allthingsliberty.com/2015/07/
enlisting-lasses-women-who-aspired-to-be-soldiers/

Impro v i n g R eenactor C amps

Here are some suggestions from a reenactors on ways for reenactors
to improve the look and feel of their camps.
http://historicallyspeaking.driftingfocus.com/2012/06/07/
five-ways-for-18th-century-reenactors-to-improve-their-camps/
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News & Wisdom from Sir John’s Regt.– The King’s Royal Yorkers

W as t h e R e v o l ut i on a C i v i l W ar

An interesting, hair-splitting perspective on the question, “Was the
American Revolution actually a civil war?”
http://earlyamericanists.com/2015/06/29/amrev_civil_war/
Gett i n g Drunk i n C o l on i a l A mer i ca

A couple of articles on colonial drinking – Nancy Watt
http://theappendix.net/blog/2013/2/
getting-drunk-in-colonial-america
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/holiday07/drink.cfm

e d i t o r
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