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235th Anniversary of the Burning of the Valleys
Schoharie, NY - October 3-4

I

n October 1780, forces under
the command of Sir John Johnson
raided the Schoharie and Mohawk Valleys
of New York. They burned wheat storehouses, farms, and other structures and
attacked the three forts in the Schoharie
Valley. The army then moved west into the
Mohawk Valley where they continued to
destroy wheat stockpiles and farms. After
a 30-day campaign that covered 900 miles
and destroyed 150,000 bushels of wheat,
Sir John returned to Canada with almost
his entire force intact. The raid through
the Valleys was a race to do as much damage as the Sullivan raid did to the Iroquois
Villages in 1779.
On October 3-4, BAR members will
have the opportunity to recreate the actions

that took place around the Middle and
Lower Forts in the Schoharie Valley. We
will be encamped across the road from the
Lower Fort, now known as the Old Stone
Fort. The Lower Fort was originally built
as a stone church which was enclosed by
a wooden stockade in 1780. Today it is a
museum and retains a cannonball fired at
it lodged in its wall. We will also have the
opportunity to participate in a tactical on
private property which holds the location of
the Middle Fort.
S c h e d ule of E vents

Friday, October 2
Arrivals are welcomed from 3:00 – 10:00
p.m. on Friday. Friday arrivals will be treated
to Hunter’s Stew.

Saturday, October 3
8:00 Officer’s Call
9:00	Formation & safety inspection for
volunteers for Middle Fort skirmish
9:30	Formation of volunteers to leave for
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club
10:00	Camp opens to the public. All cars
must be out of camp.

C o m i n g

E v e n t s

oct 3-4
Schoharie, NY –
Stone Fort Days
(US ALL-UP)
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10:30	Flag of truce and skirmish at
Middle Fort at Middleburgh Rod
& Gun Club
11:00	People of the Valley (volunteers will
be recruited during the morning
formation)
lunch Haversack rations are encouraged
12:00	Formation for all troops for street
battle
12:30	Street battle to the Stone Fort
(all troops)
1:003:00	Small skirmish detachments out to
probe between camps
1:30
“Meeting at the Crossroads” and
Civilian Social
3:30 	“Raid in the Valleys,” the main
tactical (all troops)
4:30	Committee of Safety Meeting
7:00	Dance and Tavern
Sunday, October 4
8:00	Formation & safety inspection for
off-site tactical
10:00	Camp opens to the public. All cars
must be out of camp.
11:00	Divine services
1:00 Formation and Safety Inspection
1:30 “Burning of the Valleys”
(final tactical push)
2:00	
Yorkers will be allowed to pack up
and leave
Schoharie is the last event of the year,
and a Yorker All-Up Event. “All-Up”
means that if you do nothing else this campaign season, attendance at this event is
expected. We need to have solid support
and attendance from all companies: Grens,
Lights, Duncans (East and West), Music
and Refugees. Let’s make Sir John proud, as
we burn the Valley yet again.

Directions

145 Fort Road, Schoharie, NY 12157: Drive towards Albany on I-88. Exit I-88 at SchoharieCentral Bridge (Exit 23) and proceed south on Route 30A approximately 2.75 miles. A
hundred yards or so after crossing Fox Creek, turn sharply left at the sign onto Fort Road.
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How Did You Become a Reenactor?

I

recently gave a talk at the Loyalist
School in New Jersey on the topic of
how people decided to become Loyalists
at the time of the Revolution. Many of you
will have heard me give a similar talk in the
past outlining the various criteria that drove
that decision. They cover everything from
a conservative attitude to the “dumb luck/
circumstances” factor. In order to give the
presentation a more of a “take hold of your
interest” start, I came up with a quick survey
of the crowd of re-enactors. They were asked
a series of questions and asked to raise their
hands if it was true of them. They were told
they could raise their hands more than once.
1. Local Unit - How many of you belong to
your local unit, the unit in your area, your
town, your end of the State?
2. A friend - How many of you were talked
into this by a friend? Either the friend
asked you to join their unit or asked you
to come along to see a unit.
3. A parade/event - How many of you
bumped into your unit at a parade, a reenactment, a school presentation, you
fell into talking, and the rest is history?
4. Internet, newspaper, social media - How
many of you went looking for a unit using
social media, the internet, Facebook, a
Brigade website and so on?
5. Switched units - How many of you
have switched units? Maybe your old
unit wasn’t as combat oriented, or
family friendly, or as progressive in
their interpretation, so you switched.
Maybe the girls were prettier in the
new unit.
6. Born into it - How many of you were
born into the unit? In other words
your parents were involved, you’ve
come as a child and it has always been
a part of your life. My children would
be examples of this.

7. Founder - How many of you are the
“founder”, the creator, of your unit?
Then the key question - How many of you
have not raised your hand?
Not a single person raised their hand.
Those seven criteria had picked up every
person in the room.
As I explained, I come from a very large
unit. At times we’ve had well over a hundred
members and paraded over 90 members on
a single day. I’ve also been a member since
1979 and have met a great number of people in a lot of other units. Therefore from

direct observation I came up with those 7
criteria of how people join their units. In
fact, the only other one I could think of was
“Court Ordered Community Service”.
Those of you who are very observant will
notice I’ve used a speaker’s trick and in fact
the first criterion really does not fit entirely
with the others, but ensures that the “key
question” gets everyone.
I then went on to explain that just like
those 7 criteria explained how the members
of the group got there, they did not explain
how any individual got there. I pointed out
that several members of the audience had
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raised their hands several times. Everyone
had made a unique journey to that day. The
same was true of the original Loyalists. The
9 criteria I went on to outline for the group
would explain the group, but not any individual Loyalist who had come to that life
changing choice 240 years ago. Their own
unique circumstances had helped frame
that choice.
So what does this little introduction
mean for recruitment? It might make an
interesting research project for the unit to
see how people have joined by doing a survey. I suspect over time it will have changed.
For example, when I joined there was no
internet. If we were able to determine what
was the most reliable way to draw recruits,
then we might be able to ensure the long
term survival of the unit.
I once read that most people are only
involved in a hobby for about 5 years. That
is true for golf, sailing, painting and reenacting. Then they move on to another
hobby. Assuming that is true, it means that
20% of the unit will fade away this year. Or
in other words, we need to recruit 20% of
our current strength to maintain our size.
So constant recruiting is vital to maintain
the health and vitality of the unit. It is a task
that should encompass us all.
Major Moore UE
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Hay Bay P ilgrimage S ervice

O

n Sunday, August 23, Drum
Major Mike Putnam addressed a full
house of United Empire Loyalists, reenactors, history buffs, and many others in
attendance at the Annual Hay Bay Church
Pilgrimage Service.
Old Hay Bay Church is the oldest surviving Methodist building in Canada. It
was erected in 1792 by the United Empire
Loyalists who established the community
of Adolphustown. Here local residents
gathered for worship and fellowship at
Canada’s first Methodist camp meeting in
1805. The building was enlarged in 1835.
When the congregation built a new church
in 1860, the old building was converted into
a farmer’s barn. However, it was re-acquired
for church use in the early 20th century
by the Methodists, and continued as the
United Church of Canada after church
union in 1925. The church, the land, and
its nearby cemetery were designated as a
National Historic Site of Canada in 2001.
The church has also been officially recognized as an Ontario Historic Site.
The following is an excerpt from Mike’s
address to those in attendance:
“We live in a society so far removed from
the days of colonial militia’s and the clash of
empires that it is almost impossible for us to
place ourselves into a story like the one of

q
our Loyalist ancestors, where armed conflict
seemed like the only reasonable option. We
simply don’t face their situation; we cannot
easily comprehend their circumstances.
And yet, this is exactly what many of
us, dressed in wool today, attempt to do
through historical re-enactment. By submerging ourselves in the material culture
of the everyday people of the late 18th century, we attempt to see the world through
eyes of the everyday folks at ground zero of
revolution.
As Revolutionary War reenactors, we
certainly are interested in the overarching
historical narrative of the period, but what
really captures our imaginations is the story
of a farmer come soldier in a raiding party in
the Mohawk Valley, the story of the woman
forced to flee with her children as the
“Committee of Safety” ransacks her home
in the name of “liberty”, the story of the
African American slave slipping away from
his Virginia plantation to join the British
army. These are the stories that challenge
our big ideas about the war to free America
from its oppressive colonial king.
Of course, in this part of the country that
story begins with the famous words penned
400 miles away in Philadelphia in 1776.
Words that claim, “That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
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Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.” It’s hard to imagine how such
amiable words could divide a nation like it
did.
But for many, those words, from the
Declaration of Independence, were rich
with irony. For nearly 1/3 of the population
of the colonies, it seemed that independence from Britain would not bring “life,
liberty or happiness,” but instead would
bring a system of “survival of the fittest” and
mob rule….
Our loyalist ancestors were people in
search of shalom, and that search led them
into exile. But that was not their final legacy.
This building stands as a symbol of their
willingness to continue their work as God’s
people gathered in a strange land. This place
of worship stands as a symbol of God’s presence in exile.”
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John Brown’s Body
Lies a-Mouldering in the Grave

T

he recent event at Fort
Ticonderoga commemorated a daring and highly successful rebel raid led by
Colonel John Brown. A lecturer at the Fort
described the raid as an unlikely accomplishment, that looked very much like a
far-fetched, badly scripted “B” action movie.
Gavin Watt, in his book “The Burning
of the Valleys”, commented on Col. John
Brown’s war record.
“John Brown was an experienced, bold and
successful commander. As a Continental
officer he had been deeply involved in the
rebel campaign against Canada in 1775
where he was a primary actor in the capture of Fort Chambly. In 1777, he led a
large detachment in a concerted attack on
Burgoyne’s lines of communication in the
Ticonderoga area and achieved a significant victory, seizing the landing, mills
and blockhouse at Lake George.”

So, as we head off to Schoharie on October
3 & 4, it is appropriate to recognize that,
after burning the Schoharie Valley, Sir
Johnson went up against this “bold”
Continental officer near the community of
Stone Arabia. The following excerpt from
“The Burning of the Valleys” tells the story:

“Just before light on October 19, Sir John
received an unpleasant shock when he was
advised that two men, who had deserted the
rebels from the garrison at Fort Stanwix in
the Spring and joined the Royal Yorkers, had
‘left us and went over to the Enemy [in the
middle of the night] at Stone Arabia and
informed Colonel Brown, who commanded
there, that the Detachment [Duncan’s Coy]
on that side of the River was very weak’,
which induced him [Brown] to march out
the next morning with three Hundred and
sixty men to attack them.”

Colonel Brown’s force waited on the heights
of Stone Arabia for the approaching Crown
Forces.
“…As the trail was very narrow, the men
[ Johnson’s troops] must have advanced in
one very long Indian file with flanking parties.
Sir John advises that the leading companies
were considerably in advance of the main
body of troops. The column’s frontal screen
was composed of some 50 men of Brant’s who
soon collided with Brown’s advance guard of
Massachusetts men led by Major Oliver Root.
The Volunteers quickly drove these men back
onto Brown’s main body. At the sound of firing,
the companies in Sir John’s van pushed forward
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and ‘gained the heights of Stone Arabia’,
where they came against Brown’s main body.
Sir John, who was with the van, supported
the screen of Indians with part of the 8th and
34th (likely their Light Coys) and McDonell’s
(Aberchalder) Company of Butler’s. Sir John
was able to deploy about 160 men against 170
of Brown’s leading units – a very even match.
When his vanguard was contacted by
Brant’s men, Brown’s main body had taken
position in a woods behind a stone fence
which bordered the roadway. It was not an
ideal defensive position as it lay in open fields
beyond it. Following Brant’s men, Johnson
and his leading companies advanced through
these open fields and, upon coming up with
the fence, a brisk skirmish commenced in which
Colonel Brown, who was prominent atop his
black horse, was killed. His death occurred on the
exact date of his thirty sixth birthday. Command
of the rebels devolved upon Major Root.
Sir John observed that Brant’s men were
working around the rebel’s right flank and
sending McDonell to turn the left, the Baronet
decisively led the 8th and 34th, leapt over the
fencing and drove the rebels out of the woods.
They fell back in disorder. The Massachusetts
company of Captain Levi Ely received the
brunt of the charge, Ely being killed with 15
of his men and five Oneida warriors who
had been serving as guides. Veterans of the
company recalled that some 26 of the 40 men
who had marched from Fort Paris fell in the
engagement. Most rebel accounts conclude that
Brown’s small force of 380 was overwhelmed
by Sir John’s army of 900. That Sir John only
deployed the three companies of troops, some
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1. Site of Stone Arabia Battle
2. Site of Fort Keyser'

120 all ranks, and 50 of Brant’s Volunteers,
that were in his van is simply ignored. It was
not numbers that won, it was nerve, skill and
decisive leadership.
The routed rebels either fled towards Stone
Arabia forts or took to the woods heading south
towards the Mohawk River. Both groups were
pursued and some were run down and killed.”

So the “experienced, bold and successful” John Brown met his match when he
attempted to stand in the path of Sir John

3. Site of monument to Col. John Brown
4. Site of Fort Paris

Johnson. Colonel Brown was buried at the
Stone Arabia Dutch Reformed Church following the battle. The church that stands
there today, although historic, is not the
original. The first church was burned following the battle of Stone Arabia.
An interesting stop as you make your way
to the Schoharie event. You are going to the
Schoharie event aren’t you?
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A

s we celebrate the fact that Queen
Elizabeth is now the longest reigning
monarch in British history, it is appropriate
for us to rise to our feet and sing all the historic verses of “God Save the King”. Oh my,
that may take some time.
The first dated copy of the song appeared
in Gentleman’s Magazine in October, 1745.
Throughout the 18th century, as occasion
served, verses were added and subtracted.
Authorship is claimed by many, and
attributed to even more. What is known,
is that the song was sung “several nights
together” at the Drury Lane and Covent
Garden Theatres in September of 1745,
shortly after the defeat of Sir John Cope’s
army. The Drury Lane Theatre rendition
was arranged by T. A. Arne (composer of
‘Rule Britannia”).
Lord Cornwallis also had his musicians
play “God Save the King” as they marched
into Philadelphia in 1776. Here are a few
verses that you may not be familiar with,
but are fun to sing as the Tavern kicks into
high gear.
O Lord our God arise,
Scatter his enemies,
And make them fall;
Confound their politics,
Frustrate their knavish tricks,
On him our hopes we fix;
God save us all.
Thy choicest gifts in store,
On George be pleased to pour,
Long may he reign;
May he defend our laws,

And ever give us cause,
With heart and voice to sing;
God save the King.
The arrival of Bonnie Prince Charlie in
Scotland generated many more interesting
verses.
Lord, grant that Marshal Wade,
May by thy mighty aid,
Victory bring;
May he sedition hush,
And like a torrent rush,
Rebellious Scots to crush;
God save the King.
From France and Pretender,
Great Britain defend her,
Foes let them fall;
From foreign slavery,
Priests and their knavery,
And Popish Reverie;
God save us all.
On the opposing side, the Jacobites managed to add some verses of their own:
God bless the prince, I pray,
God bless the prince, I pray,
Charlie I mean;

That Scotland we may see,
Freed from vile Presbyt’ry,
Both George and his Feckie,
Ever so, Amen.
In May 1800, following an attempt to assassinate King George III at London’s Drury
Lane theatre, playwright Richard Sheridan
immediately composed an additional verse,
which was sung from the stage the same
night:
From every latent foe,
From the assassins blow,
God save the King;
O’er him Thine arm extend,
For Britain’s sake defend,
Our father, king, and friend;
God save the King.
And of course, for our much loved and
esteemed monarch, Queen Elizabeth, we
sing with great gusto the following verse:
O Lord, our monarch bless,
With strength and righteousness,
Long may she reign;
Her heart inspire and move,
With wisdom from above,
And in a nation’s love,
Her throne maintain.
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Even Their

Families
Abandoned
Them

John Munro was a capable and active
Captain in the King’s Royal Regiment of
New York. His loyalty to the Crown had
dire consequences for his wife and children, who continued to live in Vermont
following his departure for Canada. The
following is a quote from the book, “While
the Women Only Wept – Loyalist Refugee
Women in Eastern Ontario” by Janice
Potter MacKinnon.

“I

n 1760 young Mary [Munro], whose
maiden name was Brower, married a
recent Scots Presbyterian immigrant, John
Munro. The decision was wise, for the
twenty-nine year old Munro could provide a comfortable living for his wife. He
received land for his military service during
the Seven Years War, he and Mary’s family joined together in 1765 to apply for even
more land, and John became a local justice of the peace. By 1775 Mary and John
had eight children, a comfortable home in
Shaftsbury, Vermont, a barn, stables, and
saw and grist mills as well as thousands of
acres of undeveloped land.
But then the Revolution intruded into
their lives. In 1775 John was enlisting soldiers for the British when one of his recruits
was captured and forced to confess. The
Albany Committee of Correspondence
sent men to the Munro home to arrest
John; they also ransacked his house. John
was released but he was soon retaken and
imprisoned, often in chains,, in Connecticut
and Albany. In 1777, with a death sentence
hanging over his head, Munro escaped and
joined Burgoyne.
Mary Munro was left to provide for her
eight children when her husband was taken
from their home in 1776. Because her husband had been unpopular with the Green
Mountain Boys, the dominant faction in
Vermont, her property “became the prey
of every person around” and soon she was

in “great distress, having been plundered of
most of… [her] effects.” In August 1777, in
the wake of the Burgoyne expedition, the
Vermont Council of Safety ordered that
all of John Munro’s property and “moveable effects” were to be seized, except “Two
Cows & such other effects as are wanted for
the Support of said Munro’s Family,” which
were to be left with the “Woman, Taking a
proper account of them.” An earlier order
by the same body had allowed her to keep
her “cattle sheep and swine” and to go to
Bennington if she wanted to retrieve her
riding horses. Another edict in early 1778
allowed her to continue in her home until
further orders.
Mary Munro was obviously leading a
haphazard and stressful existence, uncertain
as to what the local Patriots planned for her
in the future. She was running the farm and
caring for her children by herself. She had
no source of income and the Patriots threatened to “retaliate” against her if her husband
appeared in a raiding party from Canada.
It was under these circumstances that she
turned to her family in Schenectady for
help, “in hopes of meeting Consolation
and parental Affection.” Instead she found
“reproaches and bitter invectives.” Her family not only refused to help her but took
advantage of her husband’s absence to
take title to much of the Munro property.

Spurned by her own family, Mary had to
fend for herself. She had had the foresight
to bury some valuable “plate” as the Patriots
were seizing the rest of her possessions and
she dug this up and sold it to provide for
her family. When that money ran out, she
began appealing to friends of the family and
was finally helped by the family of a soldier
serving with her husband. In a heart-rending letter to John, who was in Canada, she
wrote of the betrayal by her own family:
My dear John
I hope when you receive these few lines
they may find you in good health. Your
Dear Children are all well. As for myself, I
am in a poor state of health and very much
distresst. I must leave my house in a very
short time and God knows where I shall get
a place to put my head in, for my own relations are my greatest enemies, the mills they
have had a long time in their possession –
likewise all their tenants’ houses and lands.
They have distresst me beyond expression. I
have scarcely a mouthful of bread for myself
or children.
As well as struggling to survive the turmoil of the Revolution, Loyalist women
such as Mary Munro had to accept what in
the eighteenth century was a very bitter fate
– they had been abandoned by their own
families.”
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S erjeant M ajor ’ s R ant

S pacing B etween F iles
ooo

O

n Sunday morning at the
Ticonderoga Event, Captain Jeff
Paine and Sjt Eric Lorenzen led an excellent
drill session in the King’s Garden, beneath
the walls of the old fort. They instructed the
troops in the proper method of forming the
battalion in close order, order, open order and
extended order. Each of the four formations
was practiced, with helpful hints on how
to judge the distance between files. This
information is essential for all Yorkers (both
1st and 2nd Battalion) to understand, so a
review of the details covered in this drill session is summarized below.
But first, it may be helpful to explain the
evolution that took place in the 18th century
relating to the formation of companies. This
dealt with the spacing between ranks, but
also the interval that should exist between
files when a company is formed in line. As
we all know, a file in a two-rank system is
simply a front rank man and his rear rank follower. Therefore a company with a front of
10 men has 10 files. In the British Army, the
standard spacing between each file changed
over time as regimental tactics evolved.
• “The Manual Exercise as Ordered by His
Majesty in 1764” specified that the distance between files should be 4 inches.
This manual was the last official government regulation before the American
Revolution, which set down standards for
army drill and maneuvres.
• The “Manual Exercise, New York 1775”
required that the distance between files
should be increased to 6 inches.
• In the “Orderly Book of General Howe,
Boston, 29 February 1776” it stated
“Regiments when formed by Companies
in Battalion, or when on the General
Parade, are always to have their files
eighteen inches distant from each other,
which they will take care to practice in
the future, being the order in which they
are to engage the enemy.”

General William Howe was no novice with
respect to warfare in America, having led
troops during the French & Indian War,
including the 1759 siege of Quebec. And he
was also no slouch in the handling of Light
troops. At a special camp near Salisbury,
England in 1774 Howe brought together
the Light companies of the 3rd, 11th, 29th,
32nd, 36th and 70th Foot for two months
of intensive training in a system of Light
Infantry drill that he had developed. In
1776 he became the Senior British General
in America, continuing from Bunker Hill
until his departure after the Philadelphia
Campaign. From his Halifax staging
camp, following the evacuation of Boston
and before his offensive against New York
City, Howe confirmed that his innovation
of fighting with open files would be used
during the American Rebellion. And so it
was established that battalions would form
in one of four ways: Order (2 foot intervals

between files); Open Order (4 foot intervals
between files); Extended Order (10 foot
intervals between files); or Close Order (6
inch intervals between files). Circumstances
dictated which spacing would be used.
Troops were trained to fall-in on parade at
the interval specified by the commanding
officer or NCO. It should be noted that the
file interval is not the distance from your
nose to the nose of the man beside you. It is
a measurement of the gap between the soldiers, from shoulder to shoulder. Also, the
front rank man is the one who determines
the correct spacing for the file. The rear
rank man simply falls-in behind the front
rank man. Here are the file openings that
we utilize.
Close Order is the spacing that we use
most often, usually because a 6-inch interval requires the least space for a company
to form, and is best suited for marching,
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wheeling and other such maneuvres. This
interval is short enough that it can be easily judged without making a physical check.
However, raising your right arm with an
open hand behind the man to your right
and placing your hand on his right shoulder
“wing” gives you a reasonable check. The
10th Regt of Foot say in their manual that
the distance can be gauged by lifting the
right arm “akimbo” (placing the right hand
on the right hip with the elbow extended
to the right) to touch the next man. Even
during the Revoluiton the 6-inch interval
evolved. John Williamson’s 1782 Manual
says “the files are at half a pace distant, or
half the length of an out-stretched arm.
That is the regular distance on parade,
but in the field the files may be opened or
closed as exigencies may require.” If an outstretched arm is 24-inches, Williamson is
saying that the distance at Close Order is
roughly 12-inches.

A

G
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Order is a spacing of roughly 2-feet
between files. Unless you’ve got “short,
scrawny” arms (as Capt Paine phrased
it), the distance from the knuckles of your
closed fist to the point of your shoulder
should be approximately 24-inches. So if
formed at Order, you can check you spacing by raising your right arm with a closed
fist and touching the shoulder of the man
to your right.
Open Order provides a spacing of 4-feet
between files. This spacing becomes more
difficult to check, short of pacing off the
distance. However, it can be estimated by
imagining 2 arm lengths. At this interval
the gap is large enough that ranks can easily
pass through each other, as would be necessary when advancing firing by ranks.
Extended Order has an interval of
10-feet between files. This spacing would
require a rough estimation if ordered to

A S utler P oem

fall in with this extension. This might be
used for screening a battalion with Light
infantry.
Some may be wondering when we would
fall-in with elbows touching. It appears
that this change was introduced y after the
Revolution, when spacing between files fell
out of favour. David Dundas’ 1788 Manual
says, “Each soldier, when in his true position under arms and in rank, must just feel
with his elbow, the touch of his neighbor
to whom he dresses; nor in any situation of
movement in front, must he ever relinquish
such touch, which becomes in action the
principal direction for the preservation of
his order.”
Hopefully, this will clarify what we currently do and perhaps encourage us to form
with larger file openings “as exigencies may
require.”
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

a

regory Theberge posted this poem on facebook. It was written by Sutler, Obadiah Harris, in August 1758. “The Dutch” section
refers to the selling of Gin (as opposed to the much more wholesome Rum). – Nancy Watt

Now we begin to live again –
The butter, it is come,
And for our money we can have
Our bottles filled with Rum.
Yet some of us, they do complain,
Are all filled up with evil;
For of (their) money they do spend,
And the Dutch they beat the d---l.
Their sauce unto us they will sell,
Their price, it is so bad,
For squash and beans and pursley, too,
Which makes us very mad.
The sutler he will ʻtend full fast
And for our wages call:
When we get home,
We shall have none –
For we shall spend it all.

[ O c t o b e r , 15 ]

P a g e 11

the yorker courant

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

40 th Anniversary in Pictures
Divided Loyalties
D

I

n February 1990 the story of Joseph Brant was told in the made-for-TV movie, “Divided Loyalties”. The Hamilton Spectator
gushed, “Divided Loyalties tosses the ‘Canadian History is boring’ maxim on its ear. It’s vastly entertaining and even un-Canadian in the
way that it shamelessly engages our emotions… This is a heart-stopping, gut-wrenching, red-blooded drama. And in case you’re worried
about your sentiments being manipulated by the make-believe, rest assured. This story is all too true.” And of course, the King’s Royal Yorkers
played a major part in the making of the movie. Here are some pictures that were taken at the Kleinburg movie-set between takes.
– Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

Lt Col Gavin Watt was a Historical Consultant
for the movie and is shown here with the actor
who played the part of Sir John Johnson.

Jack Langedijk starred in the leading role as
Joseph Brant.

Mike Martin demonstrated his Goliath-strength by
hoisting the styrofoam cannon that sat on the square
of Kleinburg’s version of Fort Stanwix.

[ O c t o b e r , 15 ]

the yorker courant

P a g e 12

Amanda Moore, Shauna Moore and Mike Putnam
examined some very light-weight shot on the fort’s
ramparts.

The Royal Yorkers also dressed as rebels for some of
the Oriskany battle scenes. In the interest of historical
accuracy, mustaches and beards were removed by
David Moore, Mike LeBlanc, John Moore, Denis
Bourgais and Dave Putnam.

I think the Yorker Fifes & Drums had a Benjamin
West painting in mind when they posed for this
picture.

[ O c t o b e r , 15 ]
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— L inks & L etters —

N ew A d d ition to t h e A tkins C lan

Ron and Brenda Atkins are pleased to announce that their daughter, Victoria, gave birth to a baby girl on Monday, September 14.
Adelina Lorraine was 6 lbs 13 oz and 18 inches long. Ron reports
that everyone is well & all is good. Congratulations to the Atkins
Clan on this new arrival.

A fter Y orktown – T h e F inal S truggle
for A merican I n d epen d ence

As a Yank who’s lived most of his life close enough to the Canadian
border that I regularly watch Peter Mansbridge and Rick Mercer,
I know too well the bias of U.S. historians who write about the
American Revolution.
They talk about “patriots” and “Americans” as if Loyalists and
First Nations weren’t just as patriotic and just as American. (As one
Loyalist, living in exile in England, wrote a friend, “I am sometimes
tempted to endeavor to forget that I am an American…but the passion for my native country returns.”)
My new book, After Yorktown, tries to brings a fairer perspective
to the Revolution.
As you might know, the war didn’t end at Yorktown, and fighting
continued around the world for almost two more years—as far away
as South America, the Arctic, and India.
After Yorktown is about this period. I focus on the people, and
have been amazed that these icons were funny, sarcastic, scared,
exhausted, passionate, hopeful, and hopeless.
I write about Samuel Hearne who surrendered Fort Prince of
Wales (now Churchill, Manitoba) to a French explorer. Joseph
Brant (Thayendanegea), the Mohawk Nation war chief who was
more educated than most of his enemies and whose sister was one
of the most powerful women on the continent. Simon Girty, the socalled “white renegade” who became a propaganda tool of the rebels,
but who was honored by the British. James Colbert, the Mississippi
loyalist who became enemy #1 for the Spanish. And many others.
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News & Wisdom from Sir John’s Regt.– The King’s Royal Yorkers

After Yorktown comes out in November from Westholme
Publishing, but you can pre-order the book now from an independent bookseller or Amazon and Barnes & Noble. For direct links to
these booksellers, go to:
http://www.donglickstein.com/buy/
I also think you’ll get a kick out of my website, which has, among
other things, portraits of many of the Loyalists, Brits, French,
Spanish, Dutch, First Nation, rebels, and others.
Thanks for your consideration.
Don Glickstein
Buil d ing an d A ttacking R e d ou b ts

Earth and stake redoubts were an important part of Revolutionary
War defenses. Gavin Watt provided this link to an interesting article
put out by the Journal of the American Revolution.
http://allthingsliberty.com/2015/06/building-and-attacking-redoubts/
W aterloo on BB C

If you wanted to go to the Waterloo reenactment last June, but
just couldn’t make it happen, this link may be the next best thing.
(Provided by Gavin Watt)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOh55cJDt7w
P erio d F as h ion

These links were included in a recent Loyalist Trails, the UEL online
newsletter. – Gavin Watt
Historic Threads website looks at men’s and women’s formal wear.
http://www.history.org/history/museums/clothingexhibit/
museum_learn.cfm#formal
Regency World pocket cases.
http://candicehern.com/regencyworld/pocket-cases/
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