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S c h e d u l e f or 2 0 1 6

ere are the events that are scheduled for the coming campaign season:

•	Guilford Court House North Carolina:
March 12/13 - Major Moore would like
volunteers for this distant event.
•	Mount Vernon, Virginia: April 30/ May 1This event was considered quite decent by
those Yorkers who attended the event in 2015.

6 2 40th Anniversary of the
King’s Royal Yorkers
8 S erjeant Major’s Rant Winter
Training

•	Northern Brigade School, Black Creek
Pioneer Village: May 15/16
•	Black Creek Pioneer Village: June 18/19
- We will have Polly Johnson Day at this
event.
•	St. Jean, Quebec: August 19/21 - This
event is our all up Canadian event sponsored by Horst Dressler and the King’s
Rangers.
•	
Monmouth, New Jersey: September
17/18 – 240th anniversary of the battle
of Long Island. This is the 2nd Battalion
event.
•	
Thornhill Festival, Thornhill: Sept.
17/18 - The annual money maker.
•	Fort Klock, St. Johnsville, NY: This event
is our all up U.S. event and sponsored
by our old friends and antagonists from
the BVMA. We will be re-enacting the
running battle that took place during the
1780 raids.
Colonel James

9 I n Memoriam Terry McAlmont
(1953-2015)
10 Links & Letters

ComiNG DRILL NIGH Ts

wed, feb 17
Ft York Armory Drill
wed, mar 16
Ft York Armory Drill
wed, apr 20
Ft York Armory Drill
Sch ed u le o f Event s

march 12-13
Guilford Courthouse, NC
april 30 – may 1
Mount Vernon, VA
may 14-15
Black Creek – Northern Brigade School
june 18-19
Black Creek Pioneer Village
aug 20-21
Fort St Jean, QC (All-Up Can)
sept 17-18
Monmouth, NJ (2nd Battalion)
sept 17
Thornhill Festival
oct 1-2
Fort Klock, St. Johnsville, NY
(All-Up US)

[ F e b r ua r y , 16 ]

P ag e 2

the yorker courant

qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq
2 0 1 6 A nnua l Y orker P arty

“Mad Hatter’s Ball”

T

he final details about the Annual Yorker Party (i.e. date,
location, cost, etc) will be emailed to everyone by the Colonel
in the near future. However, information about the theme of this
year’s party is being provided now, so that you can get working on
your special hat and other pieces of clothing.
This year, our annual Regimental Dinner will have a slightly different format. All ranks can wear their regimentals or their best 18th
century civilian attire.

&

The hat is the “important item”.

If you wish you can try your very best Macaroni impression.

Distaff can wear their everyday camp dress or best gowns.

Show off your 18th century material culture.
Colonel James

qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq
A

C a l l to A rms at G ui l f or d C ourt h ouse

detachment of Royal Yorkers are planning on travelling to Guilford Courthouse in Greensboro, North
Carolina on March 12th & 13th
http://guilfordbattlegroundcompany.org/annual-reenactment/
If you are interested in attending please contact Dave Smith at canadianfencible@hotmail.com.
David Smith
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Just What Have You Got
Yourself Into?
R esponsibi l ity
to t h e P ub l ic :

In the last Courant the Colonel quoted
from a 1993 newsletter written by Gavin
Watt. The following is the second installment of this article. – Colonel James

W

e’re all in this hobby for our
personal enjoyment and relaxation;
however, there is a strong missionary element to our activities and many of us enjoy
sharing our knowledge and experience with
the public. This sharing does bear some
responsibilities.
While the regiment has a substantial
third party liability insurance policy, we
must recognize that we are not protected
for certain circumstances. Most, important,
you are not covered if you give your musket
to a non- member to fire a round or snap a
flint and something goes wrong. Or, if your
bayonet is fixed to the musket and someone
is hurt or stabbed, you are out of luck. Once
you’ve surrendered control of your firearm, the insurance for you is void and any
lawsuits that may occur will be your total
responsibility.
Also, our coverage is for an involuntary
accident to someone other than a participant. So, the insurance coverage does not
protect you, other members of our unit, or
members of other units. We have additional
coverages; but the third party accident is
the most significant. NOTE WELL “third
party”, not your fellow or other participants, and not yourself
Other public responsibilities can be
enjoyable. That is, the ‘missionary’ factor
of trying to educate the public and dispel
the many erroneous myths and offset the
plain lack of knowledge that the average
Canadian exhibits about his or her history.
If you are not comfortable dealing with the
public, or, you do not have a comprehensive

knowledge of our regiment, and you are
questioned by a member of the public,
direct the questioner to someone in the unit
who does have the knowledge. Although
we all wear historical kit, we are not all waking encyclopedias.
S ome more in f orma tion on our l iabi l ity
insurance :

One of the stipulations of our insurance
coverage is that only official, unit sanctioned events will be covered. Each event
must be approved by an officer of the unit
involved. This is to prevent some inexperienced members getting themselves in over
their heads, or some disinterested members
from misrepresenting their unit. All events
that appear on the unit calendar are covered. Events which are not on the calendar,
but are added to the schedule through the
Courant or email are obviously ‘official’.
All others need executive approval. For

example, a unilateral decision by you to visit
a scout troop to demonstrate your musket
and kit will not be covered by our policy if
an officer doesn’t sanction it. Should something go wrong, it’s your problem entirely.
If you have any questions about this
requirement or other insurance problems,
please email me or give me a phone call at
416-691-7504.
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The Origins of Our

Light Company
T

he impetus for our Light
Infantry Company got a very early
start when our ad-hoc committee of Service
Rifle members met in 1974 to decide upon
a regiment to recreate. We were faced with
a Brigade of the American Revolution
requirement that we must have five members listed in our application – a sergeant, a
corporal, the rest musketmen.
There had been much discussion prior
to this meeting, so the committee quickly
reached a consensus. Our BAR application
would be for two units – five of us Service
Rifle members would apply as the King’s
Royal Regiment of New York, and a second group of five individuals led by Service
Rifle member, Bill Severin, would apply as
Butler’s Rangers.
When the BAR replied, we were advised
that we were free to recreate the Royal
Yorkers, but if we proceeded with Butler’s
Rangers, we would have to form a junior
company that would take orders from the
senior, which had just been created by some
Pennsylvanians, and follow their dress regulations, fall in beside them on parade, etc…
Frankly, we were stunned. We were all
excited about recreating a little known
or appreciated period of Canadian history and to do so, we’d have to take orders
from Americans! So, the idea of Butler’s
Rangers was dropped like a hot potato and
Bill Severin joined the Colonel’s Company
of the Royal Yorkers as member No. 9, first
appearing in May 1976.
But, Bill was a restless, independent guy
and he wanted the freedom to create something of his own, so early the next year, he
declared he was going to leave and form a
different unit.
Fortunately, I came up with an idea that
met his requirements when I suggested

he form the Royal Yorkers’ Light Infantry
Company. This idea was not met with
open arms by some other members, as it
threatened to draw away recruits from the
Colonel’s Company. Nonetheless, I sensed
that Bill would leave in any event and be
recruiting in the same pool we were, so
I reasoned it was best we stuck together.
For me, another important factor was that
1977 was the 200th anniversary of the Battle
of Oriskany in which the original Light
Company played a major role.
Glen Smith, Bill’s first recruit arrived in
Aug77, just in time for the commemoration, and with a native volunteer and some
Colonel’s Company recruits who were not
yet fully-equipped, the Lights made their
first public appearance. Recruiting for the
company was quite slow. Ross Baines came
in Jan78; Terry McCalmont and Dave
Owen in July, and the native volunteer,
Sandy Baird joined in Oct78.
By the time the regiment attended a BAR
event at Genesee Country Village in the
summer of 1980, the Lights were a strong
section, and Bill, Terry and Dave had fully
developed Light Infantry drills and tactics,
which the Colonel’s Company appreciated
and fully adopted.
At this event, we saw a substantial number of Continental Light Infantry -- (the
corps of the BAR ‘president’ – George
Woodbridge.) They were most dashing -beautifully uniformed and equipped, but we
noted that their tactical drills were at best
very rudimentary, unlike the sophisticated
manoeuvres introduced by our fellows.
And, I have claimed ever since that our
scabby Royal Yorker Provincials introduced
real light infantry methods to the hobby.
Gavin K Watt
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Does t h e

Courant
M eet Y our

Communication
Needs?

O
T

he current format of the
Yorker newsletter is now eight years
old. Before the electronic version of this
publication, a black & white hardcopy was
mailed out to everyone’s home address.
Yes, it was typed, photocopied, stuffed into
envelopes, addressed, stamped, and then
dropped in the mail. My how times have
changed (You know you’re getting old when
you say things like that). And although the
Courant is only eight years old, it may be
showing some signs of age. Could it be that
the Courant is no longer Current?
•	It is emailed, but is not available through
Facebook or Twitter.
•	It can be read on your home computer,
but not on your cell phone.
•	It can be printed out on an 8 ½” x 11”
page, but may not be easily read on a
screen.
•	It is written in a magazine style, but people may be looking for a more condensed
form of communication.
•	
It is sent out every two months, but
people may want something that is more
frequent and timely.

The purpose of the newsletter is to provide
information about upcoming events, motivate members to be actively involved, teach
readers about all aspects of the hobby (history, drill, material culture, etc), recognize
achievements, and create an esprit-de-cours
within the unit. I suspect these objectives
have not changed, but the way that people
want to receive communications may be
evolving… or maybe not. Here’s the question: Does the communication you receive
meet your needs? If yes, please tell us. If not,
please tell us what you need.
When you respond you may want to
address questions such as:
1. What electronic device do you prefer to
use when reading communications.
2. What format do you prefer. (i.e. magazine style with multiple topics and
pictures; short message dealing with a
single topic; other)
3. What topics do you want to read about.
4. How much of the Courant do you currently read (i.e. entire publication;
selected items; browse through to find

important information and look at pictures) .
5. How frequently do you want to receive
communications from the Yorkers (i.e.
as often as needed to inform you about
upcoming activities; at set distribution
dates).
And of course, there may be comments that
you would like to make on other questions as
well. Please send your input to the Editor (Sjt
Mjr Dave Putnam) at dputnam@cogeco.ca.
As they say, “Speak now, or forever hold
your peace”.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam
Courant Editor

S

N·Y
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240

th

A nniversary
of the

King’s Royal Yorkers
L

ast year we celebrated the 40th
anniversary (1975 - 2015) of the recreated King’s Royal Yorkers. This year we
should recognize the 240th anniversary
(1776 – 2016) of the original King’s Royal
Regiment of New York. The story of Sir John
Johnson’s departure from Johnstown, NY and
his journey to Montreal is one that we should
all become familiar with. On his arrival in
Montreal he was given a commission by Sir
Guy Carleton to raise a Battalion of men from
the province of New York, and Sir John was
appointed Lieutenant Colonel Commandant
of the regiment. This commission was dated
June 19, 1776. The following is an account of
Sir John’s escape to Canada as described in H.
C. Burleigh’s book, “Forgotten Leaves of Local
History, Kingston”:

“One of the most dramatic episodes of the
American Revolution, either Tory or rebel,
was the flight of Sir John Johnson and about
one hundred and seventy of his tenants and
neighbours from Johnstown, New York to
Montreal. The men of this group formed
the nucleus of the King’s Royal Regiment
of New York.
For nineteen days, Sir John and his party,
so we are told, led by three Indian guides,
survived the miseries of a journey of more
than two hundred miles through the wilds
of the Adirondack region, lacking proper
food and exposed to the vagaries of the
northern spring weather…
[In May, 1776 the rebels believed] that
Sir John was influencing the Indians and
the whites who resided to the westward. It

was then that a decision was taken to seize
the person of Sir John and his chief adherents. Colonel Dayton, with a portion of
Schuyler’s regiment, set out for Johnstown,
where they arrived on May 18th. But friends
of Sir John, notably Thomas Gumersall,
hastened to bring him the news that arrest
was pending.
On the receipt of this alarming information, Sir John decided to set out for Canada
without delay. The word was passed quickly
among his tenants and friends. All who
wished to accompany him were to gather
at the Hall as soon as possible, prepared to
set out before sundown. With the arrival
of that fateful May evening, Colonel
Dayton’s troops entered the eastern part of
Johnstown. At the same time, Sir John, with
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almost two hundred followers, both male
and female, some accompanied by their
children, started northward down the Fish
House road on their way to freedom as they
knew it and which they wished to protect.
Much has been written over the years
about Sir John’s dramatic escape to Canada.
Various theories and opinions have been
expressed, but as far as is known, no definite
date has been mentioned for the start of the
journey through the forest. We know that
Colonel Dayton received orders to proceed
to Johnstown on May 17th. After making
the futile journey, he returned to Albany on
the 23rd. It, therefore, seems safe to assume
that Sir John departed from Johnstown
about May 18th…
All accounts of the journey indicate that
Sir John and his supporters took the road
leading to the “Fish House” and the valley of
the Sacandaga River. Having followed the
Sacandaga to its junction with the Upper
Hudson River, they turned northward, following the latter river towards its source.
From this point the trail becomes uncertain. All that is definitely known is that the
party, after nineteen days in the wilderness,
reached the St. Lawrence River near the St.
Regis Reservation. It is recorded that they
arrived in Montreal on the day after Sir
Guy Carleton had repossessed it. It is also
stated that the defeated American, General
Sullivan, abandoned the city on June 15th,
1776.

the yorker courant
Very little is known of the flight, except
for the route to the headwaters of the
Hudson River. The details of the rest of the

journey can only be presumed. Reports have
it that the party reached the area a few miles
south of Big Tupper Lake. By this time,
eight days had elapsed and the food had
been consumed. For the rest of the journey
the party relied on beech leaves, roots and
other edible substances for food. Game was
extremely scarce, because of the size and
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noisiness of the party. The dogs, which had
faithfully followed their masters, were killed
and eaten. It was a weakened, starving group
that finally reached the St. Lawrence River
nineteen days after their sudden departure
from Johnstown.
The most interesting discovery, made
more than a century after the flight, casts
some light on the course taken across the
Adirondacks. The remains of two small
cannon were found. One was discovered
near Anthony’s Pond, at the outlet of Long
Lake. The other was found about two miles
south of Big Tupper Lake, near the boundary between St. Lawrence and Hamilton
Counties. In both cases the cannon had
fallen to pieces with age; the wood had
turned to mould; the iron had rusted completely; only the barrels of brass had resisted
the ravages of time. In one case, a beech tree
had grown up within the circle of the iron
tire of one of the wheels. When discovered,
this tree measured more than two feet in
diameter, indicating, according to the opinion of forest experts, that the tree was more
than a hundred years of age at that time. In
other words, the cannon must have been
abandoned at about the time of Sir John’s
flight through the woods. If this assumption is true, these two cannons must have
been taken by Sir John and his party in 1776
and abandoned in the wilderness. In other
words, Sir John must have passed this way.”
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S erjeant M ajor ’ s R ant

W inter T raining
•••

T

here are many dramatic Rev War
images and stories of soldiers fighting
and training in extreme winter conditions:
George Washington’s boat pushing through
the ice flows on the Delaware River as he
makes his way to the battle of Trenton;
British and American troops struggling
through the wind and snow during the New
Year’s Eve assault against Quebec City;
rebel troops kneeling in the snow at Valley
Forge while training under the command
of Baron de Steuben; and Colonel Marinus
Willett’s ridiculous attack against Oswego
in the winter of 1783.
In years gone by, even the Yorkers
enjoyed some frosty winter outings at the
famous Paine’s Farm Tacticals. We experienced firsthand some of the difficulties of
cold feet, deep snow, loading and firing with
numb hands and troop movements under
winter conditions. But we also enjoyed the

pleasures of thawing out beside a pot belly
stove, with a bowl of hot chili. Lots of fun.
“Cuthbertson’s System for the Complete
Interior Management and Oeconomy of a
Battalion of Infantry” makes reference to the
importance of winter training. Although
Cuthbertson was not an advocate of standing troops in the wind and cold to do foot
and arms drill, he was very much in favour
of active training during the winter months
involving marching and battalion maneuvers. He wrote:
“That Soldiers may never have a pretense
for the least unsteadiness, or not handling
their arms with the greatest life and spirit,
they should not be allowed to perform
any part of the standing exercise with the
firelock, at such a season of the year, as
may deprive them of the power of exerting themselves, to the satisfaction of their

Officers: one day’s performance in cold
or windy weather, does more injury to a
Battalion than a week’s drilling can retrieve;
it does not however follow, that Soldiers are
on that account to lead a life of inactivity; on
the contrary, during the extremity of winter,
they should frequently be marched some
miles into the country, with their knapsacks
on, and in their progress be maneuvered,
according to the different situations of the
ground they pass over; which will more fully
explain the intention and meaning of several maneuvers, performed by a Battalion,
than can possibly be the case in an open
field.
On the winter field-days recommended
for a Battalion, it should be instructed in
many parts of the service, which may occur
in the course of a war, that both Officers
and Men may have some notion how to act,
when in reality, under the circumstances
then described to them: detachments
should be sent to form ambuscades; to
take possession of church-yards, bridges,
defiles and heights; that the methods may
be shown for evading the first, and forcing the others; on all which occasions, the
Officers and Non-commissioned ones, who
shew the greatest cleverness in the dispositions of attack and defense, should always
be publickly noticed by the Commander of
the Regiment; which of course must raise
the emulation of the whole, to acquire some
degree of knowledge in these matters, that
they may also be entitled to applause.”
As we head into the worst of winter’s
snow, cold and wind, Yorkers of all ranks
should take advantage of every opportunity
for battalion training and drills. Although
there may be a great temptation to stay at
home, make some popcorn, throw another
log on the fire, and watch an old Star Wars
movie, don’t forget that DUTY calls. On
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I n M emoriam

T

Terry McAlmont

T

(1953-2015)

T

the third Wednesday of February, March
and April you should make your way down
to the Fort York Armouries for an evening
of drill with your comrades-in-arms. The
drill runs from 8:00 to 9:30 pm, followed
by some socializing in the Sergeant’s Mess.
We had a good turnout at the January Drill
and accomplished a lot in the time available.
The next drill dates are:
Wednesday, February 17
Wednesday, March 16
Wednesday, April 20
Although these Drill Nights are primarily for those who are within an hour-or-so
drive from Toronto, I would be happy to
conduct a Drill in other parts of the province if someone is able to obtain a suitable
location. Let me know if you are able to help
with these arrangements.
As Cuthbertson says, Soldiers are not to
lead a life of inactivity on account of cold
and windy weather. We’ll see you at the
next drill.
Sjt Mjr Dave Putnam

•••

erry McAlmont, one of
the original members of the Light
Company of the King’s Royal Yorkers died
around Christmas, 2015 in Victoria, British
Columbia.
Terry was born in Fort William, Ontario
and attended Brock University in St.
Catharines. After graduating, he began his
long career with Parks Canada by working
at Fort George. In July, 1978, Terry joined
Bill Severin’s Light Company of the King’s
Royal Yorkers, many of whose members
were employed at Fort George.
In early 1979, Terry joined the permanent
staff at Fort Wellington in Prescott. That is
where I met him. I had moved to Prescott
in January, 1979 and immediately started
hanging around Fort Wellington. Terry ran
a weekly public programme during the winter featuring National Film Board movies.
On the first occasion I attended one, I met
a witty, charming man who clearly could
have been doing other things rather than
spending his Thursday evenings showing
Canadian films. He took the time to chat
with me, a nine-year-old boy, about history
and movies. We became fast friends.
During the summer of 1980, Terry had
the brilliant idea of inviting me and several
other children to dress in period costume
and to volunteer to portray garrison children living at Fort Wellington in 1845.
Again, he went far beyond the call of duty.
Most people would have called our parents
and sent us home with a warning not to
come back. Terry welcomed us. He entertained us with his madcap stories about the
people he had met at university and while
working for Parks Canada. He challenged
us to learn about Canadian military history. He also planted the seed for me, Mark
Hodge, Mike LaPorte and others to join
the King’s Royal Yorkers.
In 1981, Terry accepted the call to work at
the Fortress of Louisbourg in Cape Breton. I
remember he came back, briefly, in July, 1984
to serve with the Yorkers at Loyalist Days in
Prescott. That was the year Her Majesty the
Queen was supposed to visit but had to postpone her trip due to an election. Terry missed

out on meeting the Queen, but it was a great
pleasure to see him again.
After years at Louisbourg, Terry moved
on to Fort Langley, British Columbia and,
eventually, Fort Rodd Hill, one of the fortifications which guarded and still guards the
entrance to Victoria Harbour. He became
the superintendent of Fort Rodd Hill,
which I suspect was where he was happiest.
He retired from Parks Canada a few years
ago and stayed on in Victoria.
Terry died in his home around Christmas.
He had been suffering from cancer for quite
some time and had experienced a great deal
of pain, fatigue and suffering in his last few
years of life. I have seen a few of his last
e-mail messages to friends, in which he
complained of fatigue and difficulty breathing. A mark of the essential decency of the
man was that – even though he was himself
suffering – he expressed concern about the
extent to which other people were suffering as a result of the terrorist attacks in Paris
in the autumn of 2015. He was a kind man
and a charming man. He will be missed.
Sjt Robert Stewart
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— Links & Letters —
Fort Ha l d iman d at C ar l eton I s l an d

M u z z l e Loa d ing Does an d Don ’ ts 

Here is an excellent website on a variety of topics related to Carleton
Island and Fort Haldimand.

Here is a link to a short video on what exactly you should not do with
a muzzle loader. This does not involve muskets directly, but deals with
using modern smokeless powder (hopefully no one would even consider this) and barrel obstructions (a distinct possibility for us). This
provides some pretty graphic demonstrations of what could happen.

http://www.forthaldimand.com/

For more information, you might be interested in a Dissertation by
Douglas James Pippin entitled, “An Archaeological and Historical
Investigation of the British Soldier at Fort Haldimand”.
http://gradworks.umi.com/3429040.pdf

http://www.wideopenspaces.com/exactly-not-muzzleloaders/

R e f ugees in t h e N ews

B ritis h W ar Dea d in A merica

As the media stirs up fears that Syrian refugees may constitute a
security risk, it might be wise to remember some other refugees from
Canada’s past.
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/11/25/forget-the-syrians-whos-keeping-an-eye-on-those-loyalist-refugees/
18

th

- Capt Alex Lawrence

Check this out! It’s pretty amazing and I had no idea about it. Shaun Wallace
http://www.cntraveler.com/stories/2015-12-21/why-theres-a-pocket-ofbritain-in-north-carolinas-outer-banks?mbid=synd_msntravel

C entury Q ui l l P ens an d P ostage

S titc h C ounting

Here’s a good article for those interested in all things Georgian.
– Gavin Watt
https://georgianera.wordpress.com/2015/12/17/18th-century-quill-pens-and-postage/
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At the risk of being called a “stitch-counter”, you may be interested
to know the number of handstitches in an 18th century man’s shirt?
Nancy Watt provided this link.
http://twonerdyhistorygirls.blogspot.ca/2016/01/how-many-hand-sewnstitches-in-18thc.html

e d i t o r

l a y o u t

Sjt. Mjr. Dave Putnam

ChriTopher ArmTrong

dputnam@cogeco.ca

chris.armstrong@interbrand.com

