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C ont e n t s
1	Dispatches from the Colonel
2	Sutler’s Establishment & Coffee House
at Black Creek Pioneer Village
3	Siege of Fort St Johns in 1775

5	Mount Vernon Event in Pictures
6	St. Augustine and the American
Revolution
7	Instruction from the Orderly Book of
the New York (Loyalist) Volunteers

Dispatches from
THE

Colonel


BLACK CREEK – JUNE 18-19

The Yorkers next event is at Black Creek
on June 18/19. Many of the regiments we
know will be in attendance - the Queen’s
Rangers, 84th, Brant’s, Brunswickers. As
opposition we will have the 2nd.N.Y., who
are commanded by Frank Balduzzi, the
2nd. Connecticut, commanded by Chase
Paterson, and the 2nd Pennsylvania, under
the leadership of Phil Edwards.

8	An odd attempt at a review or “Because
it’s 2015”
9	Roast Beef of Old England
10	The Loyalist Guides of Lexington and
Concord

As usual we will be having a free form
tactical each morning between the crown
forces and the rebels. The big battle of
course is in the afternoon each day.
We will be working with the village on
increasing our interaction with the public
by setting up an 18th century fashion display of ladies and men’s military and civilian
clothes at the Visitor’s Pavilion.
Captain Lawrence will be setting up a
surgeons fly to deal with casualties after the
battle.
The Village staff have arranged a game of
“Spy”, which we will assist with.
Musketman Rob Stewart is playing a
civilian role this weekend with his coffee,
tea, and chocolate establishment.
The social event of the weekend will be
the “Polly Johnson Day” festivities and the
Masquerade Ball in the evening.
Colonel Reg James

12	Why Was the Musket So Inaccurate?
12	Brown Bess
13	Links & Letters

COMING EVENTS

june 18-19
Black Creek Pioneer Village
aug 20-21
Fort St Jean, QC
(All-Up Can)
sept 17-18
Monmouth, NJ
(2nd Battalion)
sept 17
Thornhill Festival
oct 1-2
Fort Klock, St. Johnsville, NY
(All-Up US)
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SUTLER’S
E S TA B L I S H M E N T &
COFFEE HOUSE

Masquerade Ball

AT B L AC K C R EEK
PIONEER VILLAGE

MASQUERADE BALL
EVENT
SATURDAY SCHEDULE:

KRR BLACK CREEK
EVENT
JUNE 18,19 2016
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
TBA

REVEILLE 7:30AM
FREE FORM TACTICAL
9-10:00AM
GAMES 10-3:00
MASQUERADE FASHION SHOW
11:30-1:30PM
(NEED VOLUNTEERS)

PREPERATION FOR BATTLE
2:30PM
BATTLE 3:00PM
DINNER 5-7:00
MASQUERADE BALL
8:00PM
ADULT GAMES 10:00
(CLENCH THE WENCH
AND PASS THE LEMON)

1
2

Kings Royal Regiment of
York Presents:
The Masquerade
Ball 2016

Come join the Masquerade
This is the event of the season at
Black Creek Pioneer Village .

Details:
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun.

Games, Dancing

You don’t have to be best dressed, just
bring a mssk, a flask, and ladies- a fan

Learn to flirt with your fan!

if you have one. Learn the art of fan
language and put it into practice at the
ball. Gaming tables…bring your coin if
you like to gamble!

Good Music, Good Rum, Good Fun!

M

R. ROBERT STEWART is
pleased to announce a new establishment. On the Friday evening from six
o’clock onward, Mr Stewart and his assistant, Mistress Gibson, will host his usual
sutler’s establishment, offering refreshments
and libations to suit all tastes, served in the
elegant surroundings of the Regimental
sutler’s marquee on the Village Green. All
are invited to attend, and are encouraged to
invite friends from other regiments.
On the Saturday afternoon from two
o’clock onward, Mr. Stewart will host his
coffee house, serving coffee, tea and chocolate, all prepared in the neatest manner and
served in the sutler’s marquee. All those not
otherwise employed on military business
are invited to attend, and are encouraged
to invite friends from other regiments. Mr.
Stewart does ask that if you possess your
own cup or mug, you bring same with you
as the supply of drinking vessels held by the
coffee house and sutler’s establishment are
limited.
Patrons are reassured by Mr Stewart
that all applicable taxes have been paid to
His Majesty’s Excise with respect to the
refreshments and libations served in these
establishments.
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SIEGE OF FORT ST JOHNS
IN 1775

O

N THE WEEKEND of August
20-21 the Royal Yorkers will be
attending our All-Up Canadian Event at
Fort St Johns (Saint-Jean, St Jean, etc) in
Quebec. Understanding the importance
of Fort St Johns and the siege that took
place in the fall of 1775 is not a simple
matter. The fort was strategically located
on the Richelieu River and was a key post
for the defense of Montreal and Canada.
However, it’s viability was subject to many
factors including, the shifting mood of the
French Canadians, the self-serving interests
of newly arrived English speaking business
men, the desire of the American Congress
to bring Canada into the Revolution as an
ally, the availability of regular troops from
Boston, the support of the Royal Navy to
transport troops to Quebec, the involvement of native tribes and loyal Americans,
the security of Fort Chambly, etc. It is
beyond the scope of this article to explain
the interrelated complexities of these many
issues. However, it is a fascinating period in
Canadian history, and you are encouraged
to read Gavin Watt’s book, “Poisoned by Lies
and Hypocrisy – America’s First Attempt to
Bring Liberty to Canada, 1775-1776”. For
the purpose of bringing you up-to-speed on
the actual siege, here are some of the actions
that took place in the environs of the fort
during the summer and fall of ’75.
Summer of ‘75 – Governor Guy Carleton
ordered repairs to the defenses at St Johns,
and garrisoned it with British regulars
and Canadian volunteers. He also sent to
Halifax for carpenters and shipwrights, and
to Gage in Boston for the return of the 10th
and 52nd Foot.
June 7 – American vessels, Liberty and
Enterprise, bombarded the fort.
June 27 – Major General Philip Schuyler
was appointed by the Continental Congress
to command the left wing (approximately
3,000 men) of the two-pronged attack
on Canada. He was to occupy St Johns,
Montreal and any other pertinent Canadian
posts. Ironically, Schuyler was instructed
that the invasion was contingent on it being
acceptable to the Canadiens.

August 22 – A native force commanded
by Chevalier Francois de Lorimer attacked
an American detachment of Ethan Allan’s
men. Green Mountain Boy, Remember
Baker, was killed in this action.
August 30 – Brigadier General Richard
Montgomery set out from Crown Point
with 1,500 men.
September 4 – Schuyler joined
Montgomery at Ile-aux-Noix (Fort Lennox
today).
September 5 – American boats
approached St Johns, under fire from fort
guns. The Americans disembarked in a
swamp about a mile from the fort. As they
approached the fort they were ambushed by
100 Indians under Lorimier. The Indians
withdrew, unhappy with the lack of support
from the fort. By evening the Americans
had built a breastwork beside the river,
but later had to pull back as the British

bombarded their position.
September 6 – Schuyler withdrew his
force to Ile-aux-Noix based on mis-information about the strength of St Johns.
September 10 – With more accurate
information from local supporters, Schuyler
sent Montgomery back to St Johns, with a
force of 1,900 men. They reoccupied their
previously-built works and sent a detachment from the 1st New York into the woods
west of the fort to cut the supply line with
Fort Chambly. After some confusion in the
woods, the 1st New York were ambushed,
causing them to withdraw to the river.
When a rumour began that the ship, Royal
Savage, was about to bombard their position, Montgomery put his force back on
their bateaux and returned to Ile-aux-Noix.
September 16 – Montgomery returned to
St Johns with 2,000 men for a third attempt
on the fort. He also had 40 Canadians from

[ J u n e , 16 ]

the Chambly area under the command
of Major John Brown. The Royal Yorkers
know Brown as the rebel officer killed at
the battle of Stone Arabia. The American
force disembarked under sporadic artillery fire and encircled the fort. The fort’s
commander, Major Charles Preston sent a
detachment out to displace the rebels from
an old redoubt on the road to Laprairie, but
was driven back when Montgomery arrived
with 500 fresh troops.
September 18 – Montgomery successfully
surrounded the fort.
September 19 – Montgomery sent patrols
out to intercept relief from Montreal and to
recruit more Canadiens.
September 25 – Allen launched an attack
against Montreal, expecting to be supported by Brown. The attempt failed and
Allen was captured.
September 22 – Montgomery’s siege was
delayed by bad weather and by Preston’s
gunners, who had cleared a field of fire by
leveling the buildings outside the fort. The
American’s began work on their first battery, but progress was slow because they
were outgunned by the defenders in the
fort.
October 15 – The arrival of heavier guns
from Ticonderoga enabled the rebels to
destroy two buildings inside the fort. The
Americans also established a second battery
on the east side of the river, which closed
the route for supplies and communications,
and threatened British vessels moored in
the river. The Royal Savage was sunk with
its ordnance still on board.
October 18 – Fort Chambly, including its
supplies, surrendered to Brown.
October 30 – MacLean attempted to
relieve St Johns from Montreal, but was
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driven back into the city. St Johns continued to hold, but the troops were now on
salt rations and suffering from the lack of
warmth and shelter.
November 1 – Montgomery’s new
north-west battery opened fire on the fort,
destroying vital supplies and damaging
defenses. Preston determined that he had
food for only 8 more days, on two-thirds
rations.
November 2 – Preston initiated negotiations for the surrender of the fort.
November 3 – The garrison at St Johns
marched out with the honours of war,
having lost 20 dead and 23 wounded.
Montgomery had suffered 100 combat
casualties, with a further 1,000 men discharged due to illness.
November 11 – Carleton sailed for
Quebec. His flotilla was stopped in the St
Lawrence River, but Carleton was spirited
away dressed as a habitant.
November 19 - The British fleet surrendered to the Americans.
The defense of Fort St Johns held the
American attacking force at bay for 60
days, leaving them to start their advance
on Quebec very late in the campaign season. Once Montreal fell, the rebel troops
whose enlistments expired on December 10
decided that their job was done and headed
home, counting the journey as part of their
service. With just 800 men left to hold
Montreal and take Quebec, Montgomery
faced a 322 km march into the snow
and cold of a Canadian winter. The ability of Fort St Johns to holdout until early
November was a major accomplishment
and a significant contributor to the failure
of the 1775-76 attack against Canada.

NEW PERMANENT EXHIBIT
AT T H E F O R T S A I N T- J E A N
MUSEUM

T

HE Fort Saint-Jean Museum presents 350 years of military history on
the Royal Military College Saint-Jean
site, which witnessed the presence of
Amerindian warriors, French and British
troops, American revolutionaries and several Canadian units.
Situated near the Richelieu River, 40 km
south-east of Montreal, this site has been
declared a National Historic Site because of
the three forts that were built, and its importance during the American invasion in 1775
when the fort withstood an extended siege
under General Montgomery.
The Museum presents the history of this
heritage site and the presence of all its occupants which is, with Québec City, the only
place in Canada where a military occupation has remained since the French Regime.
The exhibition presents the history through
thematic maps, models, uniforms, weapons,
artifacts and archived documents. An outdoor guided tour will allow you to follow in
the footsteps of past and present occupants
and discover the remains of ramparts and
the original British buildings from 1839, on
the magnificent site of the Royal Military
College Saint-Jean.
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St. Auguine a n d t h e A M E R I C A N R E V O L U T I O N
I

N THE April edition of The Courant
Sjt Mjr Putnam took us to the point of
Haldimand’s removal from St. Augustine to
New York in 1773. That was not the end of
the city’s importance to the loyal British population of the Provinces in North America.
When the unnatural rebellion began
in 1775, both East Florida (of which
St. Augustine was the capital) and West
Florida (Pensacola) remained loyal. The
city, which was garrisoned by British
troops throughout the war, was the launching point for several expeditions against
Georgia and repelled several attacks from
rebel forces, as both sides battled for control
of northeast Florida and southeast Georgia.
As St. Augustine was a British stronghold, it also became a destination for
Loyalist refugees, and their influence can
still be seen in some older Spanish single
story stone buildings that had wooden
second stories added. The Oldest House is
a fine example. As well, Fort Saint Mark
(the anglicized Castillo de San Marcos) was
a prison and home to several signers of the
Declaration of Independence.
After Patrick Ferguson’s defeat at King’s
Mountain in October 1780, the tide in
the south turned against the British and
Charlestown, South Carolina became
a centre for refugees. When the British
evacuated the city in December 1782 (the
rebels changed the name to Charleston
which sounded less British) many loyalists
were taken to safety in St. Augustine.
Among them was my 3rd Great
Grandfather, Captain Hector Dickie
of Colonel John Cotton’s Regiment of

•

Stevenson’s Creek (Loyal) Militia of Ninety
Six, South Carolina. Hector and family (wife
Sarah and daughter Jane, two other children
Robert, born at Ninety Six and Margaret,
born during the hostilities died as infants)
were taken to St. Augustine and then to
Clarendon, Jamaica as refugees. Hector
proved himself to be most resourceful and is
found in “Abstracts of Pay” as collecting as a
Second Class Refugee and Quarter Master
to the Ninety Six Refugees in Charlestown
during 1782. Hector and Sarah had four
more children in Jamaica before moving to
New Brunswick, sometime between 1789
and 1793, then five more in New Brunswick.
It is reported in family records that Hector
died of blood poisoning after being pricked
by a darning needle left in one of his stockings when he was well into his 90’s and
preparing to move from New Brunswick to
Upper Canada. Sarah made the move.

The Loyalist connection to St. Augustine
has been celebrated each December in an
event called The British Night Watch where
re-enactors from Provincial Corps put on
demonstrations ending with a parade through
the historical area of the city, speeches, volleys
of celebration and jollification. Ann and I participated a few years ago and were welcomed
with open arms, even though we represented
a northern unit. It is a long trip for a one day
event but, included as part of an early winter
vacation, it was a lot of fun.
For 2016 the British and Spanish are
burying the hatchet and joining forces for
the St. Augustine Colonial Night Watch on
Saturday, December 3. Check out http://
hfm.club/nightwatch/ for more information and a video of the 2015 event.
Capt Alex Lawrence

[ J u n e , 16 ]

P ag e 7

the yorker courant

Instruction from the

O r derly Bo ok
of the

NE W YOR K (LOYA LI ST ) VOLU NTEERS
I’ve had this excerpt from the orderly book
of the New York (Loyalist) Volunteers for
several years. These are from the standing
orders given to a Detachment of Loyalist
troops on their way to join the campaign in
the South. They reached Savannah in late
January, 1780. I’m not suggesting that the
Royal Yorkers adopt these signals and tactics, but only to view them as an excellent
example of how a sister Loyalist regiment behaved. While I’ve entitled them
“LI Signals”, I’m not at all convinced that
they pertained only to a Light Company. –
Gavin K Watt
Detachment Orders, Nestor Transport,
Jan. 1st 1780
Signals for the Drum, Bugle, or Whistle
1st. 1 Short sound — Flankers to go out
2nd. 1 Long sound — Flankers & all other
partys to come in
3rd. 2 Short sounds — to March
4th. 2 (Very) long sounds — to form the
Battl. & prepare for Action. Whenever
this signal is Used the Utmost silence,
Steadiness and attention to be observed.

5th. Three short sounds — to run or
advance without dispersing in Rough fighting Order
6th. The same frequently repeated — rangers to pursue at full speed
7th. A Short sound, followed by a long — if
marching to Halt, if firing to Cease.
8th. The same three repeated — to retreat
When a signal is not Generally heard it will
be repeated one time after.
When the above Signals are not used or
cannot be heard, the Men will cast their eye
on the officer Comd’g the Division.
When he waves his hat with an extended
Arm above his head, they will form upon
him in the Direction in which he faces.
If he holds his hat towards the Ground
they will lay down in the Utmost Silence. If
he points to ye front rear right or left they
will immediately face & March in the same
directions.
21 Jan. 1780
Close (or charging) order — the files to be
as near as may be without Touching.
Common (or firing) Order — three feet
Interval or at Arm’s length.

Open (or Skirmishing) order — four
Yards Interval or twice the length of a Man
between the files.
23 Jan. 1780
It is recommended to the officers to
Promote Among the Soldiers of the Several
Detachments a free Choice of comrades
who ought never to be Separated when it
can be avoided, but always to compose one
file to Assist & Defend each other in action
& to Share in hardships as well as in Danger
for their mutual Advantage & relief to
Sleep & Mess together to take care of each
other in Sickness & of one another’s Arms
& Necessarys During absence.
Three of these files if afterwards so used
into one Mess would at all times easily rally
together & Stand by each other so as to add
much to their own safety & increase the
strength of the Detachment.
This fellowship will naturely be agreeable to men of good Disposition & much
increase their Confidence in Action.
The man who at any time behaves
Unfaithfully by his comrade must by
Despis’d & he who abandon his friend in
Danger become Infamous
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A N O D D AT T E M P T AT A R E V I E W
OR

“ Because it’s 2015”

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
A

F TER YEARS of being invalidated
by the official record, by the sexist
exigencies of re-enacting these women and
by poring over secondary sources that show
how deeply unimportant the lives of these
women were, reading this book feels like a
political act – I’m not sure that Dad found it
a political act to write.
It is a wild understatement to say that the
state of historical knowledge about women
loyal to the crown during the American
Revolution is dire. Because there is so little
information, those of us who have tried to
mine it rarely find anything of value. When
I started researching loyalist women, I suspected that all of the knowledge was there,
but that no one had been interested enough
to dig for it. I had the fantastical dream
that I would do all the research, grow up
and write the definitive tome on the subject. What the average loyalist woman ate,
how she dressed, who she hung out with,
what she thought, what her favourite dance
was…
When Janice Potter MacKinnon’s university thesis was tarted up and published
as While the Women Only Wept (QueensMcGill Canada, 1993 – now available in
paperback), I was overjoyed to read about
a group of women on their way to and in
exile in Canada, but also seriously daunted
by MacKinnon’s lack of ability to position
these women in the war or even in their
families. The part of her thesis which came
to resonate the loudest for me acknowledged that these women had little voice due
both to illiteracy and to the cultural necessity to use a paternalistic rhetoric when
addressing powerful men (from whom one
generally needed a favour). Also, it is a given

that records of early settlement are not kept,
or rarely survive in the press of trying to stay
alive as comfortably as possible (particularly
in harsh conditions) and so the short history
of life preceding settlement whilst seeking
refuge is highly unlikely to be told or even
kept in oral tradition as the refugees spread
out from their temporary lodgings to the
important business of remaking their lives.
Add to these factors, the relative obscurity
in which nearly all females existed before
the end of the twentieth century and the
fact that nearly all surviving documentation
about these particular women is contained
in government correspondence that has
mightier business in hand and the curious
historienne is flummoxed.
One of my first reactions to MacKinnon’s
book was to attempt to trace the few women
who are mentioned by name. Growing up
in a household full of muster rolls, I thought

this might not be too difficult. But in every
case, faced with a sea of conflicting choices
and no definitive answers at all, I would
have to give up and go and ask Dad who
“Mary Xxxx” was. He would list the possibilities about which man was hers and
which regiment he belonged to and where
he was stationed and where she may have
ended up. And then, naively, I would record
the answers on index cards, as the foundation for my tome-to-be.
Very shortly thereafter, as Dad revised
his lists and as I failed to keep up with the
new findings, the tiny pack of index cards
became a memento of a youthful enthusiasm which had taught me that I would
not be able to position these women in the
scene any better than Mackinnon had. To
do so required the encyclopedic knowledge
base of someone who buried themselves in
muster rolls, orders, and correspondence,
someone who fully understood the minute details of what the men were doing.
And, until so positioned, one could achieve
merely the vaguest sense of where and when
and how these women survived their refugee experience.
One day I realized that the only person
who could write the book I needed to read
in order to further my understanding was
my father.
I asked him to do so, and many years
later, he did. Even though there was so little
information available that, understandably,
Dad found himself unable to settle on a
thesis to argue, this book has covered almost
all of the Canadian primary source material
of which we are aware and does a great job
of positioning the women (and non-fighting loyalists) on the rolls with the men on
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the rolls. They left so few records, that perfection is not possible, but the main thrust
of the task was to knowledgeably assemble
what can be known and that has been done.
I burst into tears the day he handed me
a copy and never fail to cry when I open it
to read it again every few months. I am so
proud that he wrote this book and I hope
that subsequent historians will value it for
its worth and that others will realize that he
has saved and changed this field of research
forever.

Because I am donating the book to a
number of university libraries in Canada
and the States, Dad has had it reprinted in
hardcover, so that there is a title on the spine
when it’s in the stacks. It’s a fairly handsome
reprint, with some corrections to the rolls, a
new frontisplate of details from the Peachey
print and a key to symbolize a woman’s
domestic power (and how it had been taken
from these refugees) on the navy blue cover
which is made from a template drawn by
John Moore.

The project that ought to be undertaken
next is to get the rolls from the book onto
the web and to hyperlink them to all their
sources (the one weakness of the book is the
difficulty of following all these codes), but
unfortunately, someone else is going to have
to find a knowledgeable relative to do that
for us.
Nancy Watt

I rish B oard of O rdnance :

9 Sept 1763:
Margaret Smith attended on the Board
with proper Evidences and proved her
cow ... was worth six pounds. Ordered that
she be paid the same, vix.: — Two pounds
by the Quarter Master, being the amount
the cow was sold for after she was killed,
and the remaining Four pounds out of
Contingencies”.

B

Roast
Beef
OF

OLD ENGLAND

y
Here is a lovely little anecdote sent by John
Houlding. It is out of our period, but still
a funny tale. The Royal Irish were either
very good shots or very unlucky. I’m glad to
hear they fessed-up and paid for the cow. I
suspect that the “roast beef of old England ”
that was served-up to the troops that night
was ground beef rather than sliced.
– Gavin Watt

12 Aug 1763:
Received a Petition from Margaret
Smith, praying to be allowed Six pounds
Sterling for her Cow that was killed in the
Phoenix Park, 21st July last by a shot from
the Practice of the Royal Irish Regt of
Artillery.

PPP
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T H E L O YA L I S T G U I D E S
OF LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

Alexander R. Cain has written an excellent research paper on the role of Loyalist
Guides during the British expedition
from Boston to Lexington and Concord
on April 18-19, 1775. The following
excerpts provide some interesting insights
into the contribution made by these loyal
citizens at this early stage of the conflict.
One of the Loyalist depositions from that
day established that rebel militia fully
acknowledged that the first shots on the
Lexington green were fired from their
lines, and not by the British as is often
alleged. General Gage called out approximately seven hundred grenadiers and light
infantry troops under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith for the
expedition.
…However, one group that was noticeably
absent from Gage’s instructions or subsequent accounts of the Battles of Lexington
and Concord were the Loyalist guides who
either volunteered or were recruited to assist
the military expedition to Concord. Little
has been written about the role Loyalists
played in Gage’s military operation. Many
historians suggest that perhaps two to three
loyalists accompanied Smith’s regulars.
Likewise, the role of armed and mounted
loyalists present with Lord Hugh Earl
Percy’s relief force has been almost completely overlooked.
According to the Reverend William
Gordon, “several” loyalists were present
with the army. “On the first of the night,
when it was very dark, the detachment,
consisting of all the grenadiers and light
infantry, the flower of the army to the
amount of 800 or better, officers included,
the companies having been fitted up, and
several of the inimical torified natives,
repaired to the boats, and got into them just
as the moon rose, crossed the water, landed
on Cambridge side, took through a private

way to avoid discovery, and therefore had to
go through some places up to their thighs
in water.”
A review of primary sources, including Loyalist claims for compensation after
the American Revolution, suggest that at
least six loyalists were recruited to assist
Lieutenant Colonel Smith’s expedition
by navigating colonial roads and assisting troops in locating military stores in
Concord. Among the guides were former
Harvard classmates and friends Daniel
Bliss of Concord and Daniel Leonard of

Taunton. Both were well established attorneys who were forced to flee to the safety of
Boston in 1774. It was suspected by many
Massachusetts Loyalists that Leonard was
the anonymous author “Massachusettenis”,
who had published prior to Lexington and
Concord a series of pro-government letters
drafted in response to the political arguments of John Adams.
Also present as guides were Dr. Thomas
Boulton of Salem and Edward Winslow Jr.
of Plymouth. Boulton was a vocal supporter
of Crown policies towards Massachusetts
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and was forced to flee to Boston in 1774.
Winslow held several political and legal
posts in Plymouth County. Sensing a radical shift in the political mood in October
of 1774, he abandoned his estate and also
retreated to Boston. Another Loyalist
was William Warden. Warden was born
in Boston and was a shopkeeper, grocer
and barber. Unlike many of his station,
Warden had been opposed to the political
and violent activities of the Massachusetts
“patriots” since the Stamp Act.
It appears that the guides were interspersed throughout the column. Lieutenant
William Sutherland of the 38th Regiment
of Foot references on two separate occasions a “guide” attached to the front of the
column. “When I heard Lieut. Adair of
the Marines who was a little before me in
front call out, here are two fellows galloping
express to Alarm the Country, on which I
immediately ran up to them, seized one of
them and our guide the other, dismounted
them and by Major Pitcairn’s direction gave
them in charge to the men.” In a separate
letter, Sutherland describes how a Loyalist
guide identified a captured American prisoner as being a person of importance. “I
mett coming out of a cross road another
fellow galloping, however, hearing him
some time before I placed myself so that I
got hold of the bridle of his horse and dismounted him, our guide seemed to think
that he was a very material fellow and said
something as if he had been a Member of
the Provincial Congress.”
…In addition to leading the column to
Concord, the guides also had the responsibility of assisting search parties in locating
military stores. “The troops renewed their
march to Concord, where, when they
arrived, they divided into parties, and went
directly to several place where the province
stores were deposited. Each party was supposed to have a Tory pilot.” An American
prisoner captured during the retreat from
Concord later recounted that British troops
identified the “Boston barber” Warden as
“one of their pilots”.
…At least seven Loyalist were present in Percy’s relief force. George Leonard
of Plymouth served as a mounted scout.
A successful businessman in his own
right, Leonard noted that “he went from
Boston on the nineteenth of April with the
Brigade commanded by Lord Percy upon
their march to Lexington. That being on
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horseback and having no connexion with
the army, he several times went forward of
the Brigade, in one of which excursions he
met with a countryman [fellow American]
who was wounded supported by two others
who were armed. This was about a mile on
this side of Lexington Meeting House. The
deponent asked the wounded person what
was the matter with him. He answered that
the Regulars had shot him. The Deponent
then asked what provoked them to do it – he
said that some of our people fired upon the
Regulars, and they fell on us like bull dogs
and killed eight and wounded nineteen. He
further said that it was not the Company
he belonged to that fired but some of our
Country people that were on the other side
of the road. The Deponent enquired of
the other men if they were present. They
answered, yes, and related the affair much
as the wounded man had done. All three
blamed the rashness of their own people
for firing first and said they supposed now
the Regulars would kill everybody they met
with.”
Two other men, Abijah Willard of
Lancaster and John Emerson of Worcester
also volunteered to serve as mounted guides.
Emerson, a house joiner and carpenter by
trade, was tasked with the dangerous task
of delivery “despatches from the British
headquarters in Boston to Earl Percy, then
covering the retreat of the troops from
Concord.” Willard, a veteran of the Siege
of Louisbourg and French and Indian War
was positioned in advance of the column to

identify any “ambush for the troops.”
Loyalists Thomas Beaman of Petersham,
Thomas Aylwin and Walter Barrell of
Boston all assert they joined Percy’s relief
column either on their own volition or at
the request of General Gage. According
to Barrell, “when the Lexington affair of
the Rebells firing on His Majesty’s troops
occurred, he voluntarily associated with
a number of friends of Government who
offered their services to General Gage in
any capacity to oppose the rebels.” Aylwin
recalled, “on the day of the skirmish at
Lexington, General Gage asked him to
enroll himself as a volunteer.”
…Unfortunately, the official reports of
April 19, 1775 from Lieutenant Colonel
Smith, Major Pitcairn, Lord Percy and
General Gage fail to mention the contributions of the Loyalist volunteers who served
with the British Regulars that day. It is
likely the omission was intentional as the
officers wished to protect the safety of his
guides. As the war progressed, the guides
continued to provide military and logistical support to the Crown. Following the
war, many of them resettled in Canada or
returned to England.

U
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WHY WAS THE MUSKET SO INACCURATE?

•

Low battle casualties during an 18th century
battle could certainly be attributed to the inaccuracy of the musket. However, there are other
reasons why volleys fired in the heat of action
often passed harmlessly over the heads of the
opposing army. Brent Nosworthy, in his book
“Battle Tactics of Napoleon and His Enemies“
explains:

M
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ODERN RE-ENACTORS have
frequently encountered a phenomenon sometimes referred to as ‘flintlock
flinch’. When an untrained person fires
a smoothbore musket, there is a decided
tendency to flinch, either while pulling the
trigger or as the powder flashes up in the
musket’s flashpan. In a modern handgun or
rifle any motion of the hand after the trigger is pulled does not meaningfully affect
the bullet’s trajectory. The bullet simply
clears the barrel too quickly for any secondary motion of the gun to have much
influence. Flintlocks were much more
susceptible to hand motion, however. The
reason did not arise because of the speed
of the ball hurled out of the flintlock, but
rather because of the nature of the apparatus used to ignite the powder in the barrel.
A musket ball actually had a higher initial
velocity than a modern standard issue .38
calibre handgun. Travelling about 1,000
feet per second, a musket ball would clear
a 42” barrel in less than 3/1000 of a second.
This meant that once the charge in the barrel had exploded, just like modern weapons,
secondary motions of the hands did not
influence the ball’s trajectory. However,
there was a much greater interval between
the time the trigger was pulled, the flash
ignited, and the main charge in the barrel
exploded. William Greener, a prominent
London gunmaker in the 1820’s and 1830’s
estimated that there was approximately a
half second delay. During this delay, it was

common for the forward hand to be raised a
small amount. It must be remembered that
the soldier’s forward hand would act like
a fulcrum so that whatever amount it was
raised would elevate the mouth of the barrel
several times this amount. An experienced
marksman such as a hunter could avoid
this problem by looking down the barrel,
learning to pull the trigger without jerking
the gun, and keeping their eyes open during the flash. This same talent could have
been inculcated into new troops by allowing them to shoot the gun a few times with
only powder in the flash pan, and then a few
more times firing a blank charge. However,
given the doctrine of volley fire and the realities of military economy during this period,
this was rarely done. It was possible for even
veteran soldiers who had survived a number of campaigns, never to learn to fire their
firearms accurately.

BROWN BESS

I

N THE days of laceruffles, perukes and brocade
Brown Bess was a partner
whom none could despise.
An out-spoken, flinty-lipped,
brazen-faced jade,
With a habit of looking men
straight in the eyes.
At Blenheim and Ramillies fops would confess
They were pierced to the heart by the charms of
Brown Bess.
Though her sight was not long and her weight was
not small
Yet her actions were winning, her language was
clear;
And everyone bowed as she opened the ball
On the arm of some high-gaitered, grim grenadier.
Half Europe admitted the striking success
Of the dances and routs that were given by
Brown Bess,
When ruffles were turned into stiff leather stocks
And people wore pigtails instead of perukes
Brown Bess never altered her iron-grey locks,
She knew she was valued for more than her looks.
“Oh, powder and patches was always my dress,
And I think I am killing enough,” said Brown Bess.
So she followed her red-coats, whatever they did,
From the heights of Quebec to the plains of Assaye,
From Gibraltar to Acre, Cape Town and Madrid,
And nothing about her was changed on the way;
(But most of the Empire which now we possess
Was won through those years by old-fashioned
Brown Bess.)
In stubborn retreat or in stately advance,
From the Portugal coast to the cork-woods of Spain
She had puzzled some excellent Marshals of France
Till none of them wanted to meet her again:
But later, near Brussels, Napoleon, no less,
Arranged for a Waterloo ball with Brown Bess.
She had danced till the dawn of that terrible day,
She danced on till dusk of more terrible night,
And before her linked squares his battalions gave
way
And her long fierce quadrilles put his lancers to
flight:
And when his gilt carriage drove off in the press,
“I have danced my last dance for the world!” said
Brown Bess.
If you go to Museums - there’s one in Whitehall
Where old weapons are shown with their names
writ beneath,
You will find her, upstanding, her back to the wall,
As stiff as a ramrod, the flint in her teeth.
And if ever we English had reason to bless
Any arm save our mothers’, that arm is Brown Bess!
By Rudyard Kipling
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— LINKS & LETTERS —

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Trish and Marcio DaCunha who are the proud
parents of a wee lassie. Her name is Isabella Persephone. - Colonel
Reg James

An illustration showing how non-attending Yorkers will be
dealt with.

N E W V I E W O F B E N E D I C T A R N O L D ’ S R O L E AT
S A R AT O G A

This link takes you to a letter that describes Gates and Arnold discussing an attack on approaching British forces — an account at
odds with conventional stories of the men being in conflict, and
Arnold engaging in wild and insubordinate behavior on the battlefield that day. - Submitted by Gavin Watt
http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2016/mar/26/
letters-change-view-benedict-arnold-gen-gates/?dgzrg
1 8 T H C EN T U RY I M AG ES

Major David Moore provided these images from a recent issue
of Loyalist Trails (UEL newsletter), along with some appropriate
captions.
Sjt Finnegan leaving his wife for a Yorker event.
  

WA R O F 1 8 1 2 G R AV E S I T E P R O J E C T

Major Moore provided the following Links.
In the Brantford Ontario area, there are a number of War of 1812
Veterans unveilings coming up in coming weeks.
http://www.brant.ca/en/open-for-business/heritage-events.asp
The ultimate goal is to find descendants of the veterans. For a full
list of all of the veterans that have been found, click on the link below
and it will take you to the site of the Gravesite Project. The Federal
Government funded 1,000 plaques in total for this project, but only
337 veterans have been identified and their graves marked.
http://dev.1812veterans.ca/

DRINKING IN COLONIAL AMERICA

Rattle-Skull, Stonewall, Bogus, Blackstrap, Bombo, Mimbo,
Whistle Belly, Syllabub, Sling, Toddy, and Flip. Just a few of the
beverages consumed in 18th century America. The Tavernkeeper,
Robert Stewart, recommends the following link for your edification.
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/holiday07/drink.cfm
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