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T ake Care Y orke r s!

O

n September 13th, Sir Guy Johnson
and his wife will be visiting Johnson
Hall. I would like all Yorkers to note this
event on their calendar as being the most
important event of the year. The regiment will be providing an honour guard
for Sir Guy and his wife, and I would like
a maximum turnout for his visit. As you all
know Johnson Hall is our spiritual home
and Sir Guy is a direct descendent of our
original Lt. Colonel.
Lt. Colonel James

C o m i n g
april 16

E v e n t s

Yorker Drill, Fort York Armories

may 3-4 Howse Tactical School,
		Appleby College
may 21

Yorker Drill, Fort York Armories

may 31-june 1

Adolphustown, ON

may 31-june 1

Lansing Manor, NY

june 14-15

Black Creek Pioneer Village, ON

june 27, 28, 29 Williamsburg, VA –
		Under the Red Coat
july 19-20	
		

Fort George, ON
(Canadian ALL-UP)

aug 9-10	
		

Prescott, ON –
Loyalist Days

aug 16-17
		

Fort Niagara, NY –
Soldiers of the Revolution

sept 6-7
sept 13-14
sept 20	
oct 18-19
nov 1-2	
		

Fort Ticonderoga, NY
Johnstown, NY (US ALL-UP)
Thornhill Parade, ON
Gloucester Point, VA
Meyer’s Hill, NY –
Tactical War Games
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Y orkers

Annual Dinner

200 8

T

he Yorker Annual Dinner at Old
Fort York was quite a success. The attendance this year was 77 men, women, children,
and guests of honour. Our head table included
our friends from the Queen’s Rangers, Capt.
Jim Millard, Artificer Dave Harris with his
wife Karen, and Dr. Gord Semple with his
friend Jill Redman. Also at the head table were
Capt. Dave Putnam, Lt. Alex Lawrence with
wife Ann, and our very own Serjeant Major
David Moore and wife Dee.
The evening started off with Capt.
Putnam, assisted by Mike and Andrea
Putnam, leading a group of Yorkers in 18th
century dances. The pre-dinner entertainment also included a video of the big event
at Fort Ticonderoga last year where we held
the Change of Command Ceremony.
Later in the evening the venerable
Serjeant Major Moore thrilled us all with
a very detailed and colourful tale of one
of his enormous and overwhelming victories over the Yankees. This year’s (2007)

7	Northern Brigade Expeditionary Force
– Bus to the Hook
7	You Mean the Rebels Were “ Yorkers” Too?
8 For your Information
8 Cast Iron Chef – Will It Be You?

recipient of the Yorker of the Year trophy,
Karen Dittrick, was presented with her
award. Karen was responsible for dragging
her well known defaulter husband, Brock to
many more events than he had planned this
year, and worked very hard to promote Balls
Falls as an alternative sight for the Northern
Brigade School. This was followed by the
customary handing out of the Yorker calendars, with everyone in anticipation of what
devilment had been inked from the pen of
Peter W. Johnson. The excellent meal that
we all enjoyed was provided by chef Tom
Kral of the Prague restaurant.
This annual dinner would not have been
possible without the hard work and dedication of Cpl Mike Manning, who arranged for
the location, and spent much time and effort
in obtaining a caterer. No easy task. The calendars as usual featured the artistry of Peter
Johnson, who never fails to excite us all with
his artwork and sense of humour. In addition
Alex Lawrence is to be praised for computerizing the drawings, collating the schedule and
names, and having the calendars printed.
I would also like to thank all who attended,
and those who travelled long distance to
make this a very successful evening.
Lt. Colonel James
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Howse Tacical School
May 3-4



Laning Manor
may 31 & june 1

T

he Northern Brigade will hold its
10th Annual School on the grounds
of Appleby College on May 3rd and 4th.
The school is graciously providing classroom space, heated indoor washrooms,
and other amenities beyond our wildest dreams. Even in the case of the most
inclement weather, we’ll be comfortable.
In addition, Captain Sandford of
the Yorkers, with Cpl Manning of the

Grenadiers, rsm David Moore, and
himself, have cooked up a slate of handson classes (and some purely educational
classes) that will keep you awake and
teach you new skills to improve your
kit and your impression. The Brigadier
and Colonel James will have some new
wrinkles on battalion evolutions for the
out-door work, and we’ll have at least
one tactical each day.
Finally, we’ll have an audience – the
students. This year’s school will give all
of us the opportunity to practice our
public interpretation skills! It’s going to
be a fine season, so come out early and
prepare to learn (and teach…)!
Brig. Christian Cameron



O

ne of the early events this season
will take place at Lansing Manor,
Blenheim, n.y. on the weekend of May 31
& June 1. This event is hosted by the 2nd
Regiment, Albany County Militia and by
the Company of Select Marksmen.
Many of you will remember this site
from our trip there in 2006. Two years
ago the event was held in early May, so on
Sunday morning we were chipping ice out
of the water buckets. This year the reenactment will take place a full month later,
so the night time temperatures should be
more reasonable.
Also, you may recall that the Yorkers
constructed and defended Fort Joyner that
weekend, which no doubt is still standing,
given the quality of the workmanship. And
how can you forget the Sunday battle where
we twisted the rebel line into knots, as they
attempted to respond to our incursions
from all directions. Despite our “aggressive”
behavior last time, the bvma have invited
us back for another go at them.

Lancing Manor is a restored early
American home, built in 1819 by John
Lansing. It is located in the scenic hills
of the northern Catskills, and operated by the New York Power Authority
and the Schoharie County Historical
Society. Situated on more than 400 acres
of conservation land, it offers wonderful
opportunities for war gaming and battle
scenarios.
This year the organizers are trying to
incorporate more civilian activities into
this event. On Saturday, the Distaff of the
British camp will conduct a regimental
laundry. All men and women who want to
take part in this scenario are welcome.
On Sunday, they are working with the
Tri-City Cricket Club out of Schenectady,
ny to stage a period Cricket match
between the Crown and Congressional
camps.
The usual amenities will be provided,
along with a period dance on Saturday
evening.
Information about the BlenheimGilboa Power Project, and Lansing
Manor, can be found at
http://www.nypa.gov/vc/blengil.htm.

di rections

Take the New York State Thruway
(Interstate 90) to Fultonville (Exit 28).
Take 30a south, which becomes Route
30. You will pass through Schoharie and
Middleburgh. The Visitors Centre is 17
miles south of Middleburgh on Route 30.
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A dolphustown
May 31

O

 June

1

n Saturday May 31st, the Eastern
Ontario section of Duncan’s Coy
will be hosting a encampment at the United
Empire Loyalist Heritage Park & Centre
in Adolphustown. The site is one of the
Original Landing sites in 1784, featuring the
Loyalist burial site and the Allison House,
which serves as home to an extensive collection of genealogy research. As most of
you are aware the site’s Executive Director
is Yorker Brandt Zatterberg and he has
proven to be an excellent host at the two past
Northern Brigade events held there in 2003
and 2006. The event coincides with Doors
Open Ontario, sponsored by the Ontario
Heritage Trust that is being held along the

Eastern portion of the Loyalist Parkway on
the 31st. (The 1812 Canadian Fencibles will be
hosting sites at the Fairfield-Gutzeit House
c.1796 and the Bath Academy c.1811).
The talented Loyalist Fife & Drums will
be performing music throughout the day in
the uel Park and the Yorkers will be putting on a tactical display for the public. For
those that choose to camp over to Sunday,
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June 1st you will have an opportunity to
work in the Bateau on-site and participate
in a tactical in the west end of the Park.
For more information please contact
Sjt. Dave Smith at
canadianfencible@hotmail.com
Sjt Dave Smith






E vents
o f N ot e

few events that should be high on your list.
The events that are designated as
all-up are always the most important
ones, and should be considered the priority. This year the Canadian All-Up is Fort
George in Niagara-on-the-Lake. We visited
this site two years ago and had an excellent
time within the walls of the fort. Again this

W

hen you look at the list of events
for 2008 you will notice that there
is a little of everything, and something for
everyone. For those who enjoy the big u.s.
events there is Ticonderoga, Gloucester
Point and Lansing Manor. Those who
want events in Canada will enjoy Fort
George and Prescott’s Loyalist Days.
Those who like the show & tell events
will want to attend Adolphustown, Black
Creek and Thornhill. Those who like military pomp and ceremony will look forward
to sir guy johnson’s visit to Johnstown.
If the ambiance of historic sites is your
thing, then you will want to attend the
events at Colonial Williamsburg and Fort
Niagara. And if you like a good fight in the
woods there is Meyers Hill in the late Fall.
Hopefully everyone will do their best to
attend as many events as they can over the
coming campaign season, but there are a

year the Northern Brigade is the host organization, and it is hoped that this bi-annual
event will continue to grow as time goes on.
The u.s. All-Up event will take place
in Johnstown, ny, which is celebrating its
250th anniversary this year. As already mentioned by the Colonel, on September 13 the
Yorkers will join the festivities, and serve
as an honour guard for Sir Guy Johnson
during their anniversary parade. We will
camp at Johnson Hall, which was built

by sir william johnson and was the
pre-revolutionary war home of sir john
johnson. It would be great to have a strong
showing of Yorkers for this one, particularly given the presence of our Honourary
Commander.
This year the Yorkers have been invited
to participate in the prestigious “Under the
Redcoat” event at Colonial Williamsburg.
For those who have never been to
Williamsburg before, this will be an opportunity to visit one of the premiere historic
sites on the eastern seaboard. For those who
have been to Williamsburg before, it will be
a chance to see the town from a whole new
perspective.
And, although all the events are important, I would like to put a personal plug
in for Loyalist Days on the weekend of
August 9-10. On that weekend the historic
town of Prescott will honour its Loyalist
heritage with a Revolutionary War event.
The encampment will be situated outside
the walls of Fort Wellington on the banks
of the St. Lawrence River. Please circle this
weekend on your calendar as well.
All in all, it looks like a very promising
season. Let the games begin!!
Capt Dave Putnam
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Y orker

PollyJohnson
Day

of t h e

Y e a r

A

s has been the tradition for many
years, the ‘Yorker of the Year’ trophy was presented by the Colonel at this
year’s Winter Party. Before handing over
the hardware to the new recipient, Lt. Col.
James acknowledged last year’s winner,
Andrea Putnam. Her musical prowess, her
deportment in the camp, and her dedication to the preparation of uniforms & caps
for the army made her an excellent choice.
The Colonel then moved on to name
the ‘Yorker of the Year’ for 2007. Karen
Dittrick has been a member of the Yorker
Distaff for as long as anyone can remember. She was but a child when she began
attending Yorker events, and little more
than a lass when she married into the regiment with her betrothal to Brock.
Karen’s experience and knowledge has
been an asset in the 3rd Battalion over the
years. This year she did an excellent job of
researching opportunities for the use of
Ball’s Falls as a future reenactment site, and
came to the annual meeting with an enthusiastic presentation of the sites potential.
She has also developed the idea of the
“Cast Iron Chef” competition and put the
wheels in motion to make it happen at an
event this summer. And her bubbly personality makes her an ever popular figure
within the regiment.
As Karen came forward to accept her
trophy, she blurted out, “You mean I’m the
first American to win Yorker of the Year”.
It was too late to reconsider. She had a
firm grip on the trophy and wasn’t about to
give it back. Congratulations on your well
deserved win!
Capt. Dave Putnam

I



hope by now that you are all aware
that we will be holding a Polly Johnson
Day at Fort George on Saturday, July 19. This
is a day when we celebrate our bona fide lady,
Sir John Johnson’s wife, Lady Mary (Polly)
Johnson, by getting dressed up in our best
kit and showing off our pieces to each other.
This might be a good day for you ladies to
make arrangements for the men to do the
cooking, so that you can enjoy yourself.

For those who are thinking of making a new gown or a traveling garment for
the weekend, you might find the following information helpful when deciding
what style of gown to make. Being a Yorker
means that you are a subject of the British
Crown in America, attached to a Loyalist
regiment. Therefore you will want to dress
as closely as possible in the English style.
We all have our favourite books that
we look through to get our clothing ideas,
but may not know how to identify what is

English or French? For instance, one of my
favourite gowns, and we see a lot of them
when women dress up fancily, is the Sack
(Sacque) Back Gown. It is often seen in
a brocaded stripe, but it isn’t uncommon
to see it in a solid colour. Although it was
found in England and America, it is in fact
more of a French style gown. Therefore, we
should probably not over-represent them in
our unit. Without entering into a discussion
about class structure and where the different ethnic groups fit into the structure, it
would seem that the Robe à L’Anglaise
(English woman’s gown, sometimes called a
Nightgown) would be your best choice. All
my camp gowns are in the Robe à l’Anglaise
style, so if you are familiar with what I wear,
you will be able to identify the style.
I am in the process of making another
Robe à L’Anglaise for this year’s Polly
Johnson Day. If a full length gown isn’t
something you want to make, but you would
like to dress up your own clothing, that is
possible. If you are fully stayed and have a
neat looking jacket, an easy way to do this
would be to add ruching or sabot cuffs to
your clothing. Kathleen Manneke wears an
excellent example of this when she dresses
up. Also, please remember that proper caps,
hair and accessories really what make a 21st
century woman look like someone who just
stepped out of an 18th century painting.
By the way, for now I recommend staying away from the Caraco jacket because
this particular style wastes a lot of fabric and
might be fairly rare compared to how often
it shows up in the re-enacting community.
If you have any questions or require any
help putting together an outfit for Polly
Johnson Day, please contact me. I will be
happy to help out anyway that I can. My
number is 905-392-9658 and my email:
Amanda.moore090@sympatico.ca
Amanda Moore
Serjeant, Distaff
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Tailors, Runaways & Thieves
G i v e

A

lt hough I have recommended
that you not make the sack (sacque)
back gown your first choice for our representation, there is evidence that English
women wore them.
Tailors and dressmakers offered sack
gowns in an effort to provide a wide range
of choices to the discriminating colonist.
The Pennsylvania Gazette
July 31, 1766
paul snyder , Taylor, Lately
arrived from London, begs leave to
inform the Gentlemen and Ladies, that he
makes all Sorts of wearing Apparel, laced
or plain, Parsons “Gowns”, and all Kinds
of Robes, Ladies Riding Habits, Sack
and Trollopees, stiff bodied Coats and
Slips, all in the newest Tastes, or “French”
Mode, if required. Those Gentlemen and
Ladies that please to favour him with
their Custom, may depend on his utmost
Endeavours to suit their Taste, and good
Usage, from their humble Servant, paul
snyder, living in the House of the late
John Behrings deceased, the Corner of
Walnut and Second streets.

E v i d e n c e

In America, sacques showed up very rarely
on runaways, but here is an example of an
English servant woman who had one in her
possession.

And then you have the criminals in
London, England who were stealing them,
so you know that means English women
were wearing them.

The Pennsylvania Gazette
September 27, 1775

john adshead, benjamin alsworth,
theft: burglary, 3rd June, 1772

f ort y s h i lli ng s r e war d.
run from the subscriber, on Sunday
night, the 10th of September, 1775, an
English servant woman, has been in the
country about 8 or 9 years, she was sold for
having a mulatto bastard; she is a well set
woman, about 5 feet 3 or 4 inches high, had
dark coloured hair, her name is Eleanor
Davis, and she has three different suits of
clothes to wear; she has a dark striped calicoe gown, a red and white calicoe ditto, a
short white sack and petticoat, a pale blue
silk bonnet, shoes and stockings. Whoever
takes up said servant shall have the above
reward, and all reasonable charges, paid
by james buller, Queen Town, Queen
Anne’s county. n.b. She went away in company with an Irish servant man of Francis
Hall, of the same county; the man talks
much on the Irish dialect, and has dark
blue grey clothes.

john adshead and benjamin
alsworth were indicted for breaking
and entering the dwelling house of Mary
Bellamy, widow, on the 18th of May, about
the hour of one in the night, and stealing a
gauze sack and petticoat with silk and gold
flowers, value 5 £. three silk sacks and petticoats, value 10 £. one silk night gown, value
40 s. one brocaded silk night gown, value 5
£. four yards of flowered muslin, value 10 s.
one chased gold outside watch case, value
4 £. one base mettal etwee case, 2 s. a gilt
base mettal spunge box, value 1 s. ten iron
keys, value 2 s. and one silk houswif, value
1 s. the property of the said Mary Bellamy,
four silk sacks and petticoats, value 10 £.
and one silk night gown, value 20 s. the
property of Ann Bellamy, spinster, in the
dwelling house of Mary Bellamy, widow.
2 d. Count. for stealing the said goods in
the dwelling house.

Amanda Moore
Serjeant Distaff



J

Promotion
in t h e

D istaff

I

am pleased to announce that Jenny
Doedens has been promoted to Distaff
Corporal of the Yorker women. In this role
she will be responsible for collecting the

$5.00 annual dues and will be helping out
with any questions or issues that arise with
regards to the women. Jenny is a long time
member of the hobby, starting her reenacting career off as a newborn baby with the
Queen’s Rangers and then (as she matured)
transferring into the Yorkers some nine
years ago. Since she has been with the
Yorkers, Jenny has acted as a role model
within the Light Company, organizing the
mess groups and setting up camp. Jenny has
also been a great help with the interpretations that we have been doing in recent years

for the public. Jenny is a source of information and is always looking to help others out
as needed. I have always found her to be a
great friend, who is reliable and hardworking, and I look forward to a partnership of
learning, in the interest of maintaining the
Loyal Refugees’ historic portrayal.
Congratulations, Jenny!
Amanda Moore
Serjeant, Distaff
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Ann Bates
His M ajesty ’ s L oyalist

Spy

I

f, in 1778, you could have asked the
neighbours about Mrs. Ann Bates, they
would have told you that she made honey
from her own beehives, raised a few sheep,
operated a small store and taught in a local
school. She was married to Joseph Bates, an
artillery repairman employed by the British
army. She was hardly one of Philadelphia’s
noteworthy citizens, and yet by the end of
her life, espionage historians would regard
Ann Bates as one of world’s “most remarkable female agents”. Here is the story of a
loyalist spy.
Bates’ career as a secret agent began with
the British evacuation of Philadelphia in
May 1778. In some way the loyalist teacher
had come to the attention of John Cregge
who worked with British intelligence,
and he instructed her to report to Major
Drummond when she arrived in New
York City.
Bates must have impressed the British
commander, for she was sent out on her
first mission within a month. Ann was
ordered to meet an agent who had infiltrated the rebel army and was serving in
White Plains, New York. She used the five
guineas she had been given for expenses
to buy items for a peddler’s pack – thread,
needles, combs, knives and some medicines. As far as anyone would know, Ann
was just “Mrs. Barnes”, one of the many
peddlers who traveled the colony’s muddy
roads. Several days later after a trek that
at one point forced her to wade across the
Crosswicks River up to her armpits, “Mrs.
Barnes” found the camp of the Continental
Army, but her contact was nowhere to be
found. Unflustered, Ann decided to gather
what information she could on her own.
As she sold her wares, Ann Bates noted
the number of cannon, the state of the
ammunition, and the strength of each
brigade in the rebel army. The soldiers

the yorker courant
believed that military strategy was too
complicated for a woman to understand,
and so no one thought to censor his conversation when a shabby peddler walked by.
Because she was the wife of a man versed
in artillery, Ann was able to describe the
rebel ordnance that she saw in accurate
detail. Having gathered intelligence on
troop movements, Ann started her journey back to British headquarters. However,
she was arrested “on suspicion” just outside
of White Plains. A patriot woman stripsearched her, but found nothing. Ann was
released unharmed but more than a little

upset. The rebel woman had taken her silver thimble, a silk handkerchief, and her
silver shoe buckles!
The British were so pleased with Ann’s
work that she was sent out on another
mission within a day’s time to General
Washington’s camp. The information that
Ann gathered warned the king’s forces
about an impending rebel attack on the
British garrison in Newport, Rhode Island.
Consequently, so many troops were sent
to defend the colony that the American
and French armies had to withdraw from
Rhode Island in late August.
Ann Bates continued to spy between
1778 and 1780. A British deserter to
Washington’s army recognized Ann on
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one mission, but she was able to elude capture. Later she was involved in conveying
information having to do with Benedict
Arnold’s plans to side with the British. The
female agent who had provided important
intelligence had to be rescued, and Ann
was sent to escort her from Philadelphia to
New York. A series of safe houses provided
shelter for the female spies until they came
to the New Jersey shore of the Hudson
River. To avoid both a storm and detection
by patriot scouts, the women had to stay
hidden in a loyalist’s cellar for three days.
In addition to rescuing a fellow spy, Bates
also provided her superiors with a report
on Philadelphia shipping and the amount
of flour to be found in its rebel mills.
When her husband’s skills as an artillery
repairman were needed in Charleston following the British capture of the city in May
1780, Ann Barnes traveled with the troops
to South Carolina. Her superiors in British
intelligence did not forget their loyalist
schoolteacher, and they twice alerted her to
potential missions. However, throughout
her time in Charleston, Ann did not spy for
the British. On March 6, 1781 she sailed to
England with her husband, never to return
to the Thirteen Colonies.
History tells us very little about the
details of the Bates’ marriage. No doubt
Joseph Bates had very little notion that the
schoolteacher he married in Philadelphia
would become one of the British forces’
most valued agents during the course of
the revolution. Ann’s actions showed her to
be a very independent woman, unafraid to
take on challenges and ready to make decisions without consulting Joseph. All that
is known of their life after their arrival in
England is that Joseph Bates eventually
deserted Ann.
Although she may not have been appreciated by her husband, Ann was able to
secure a small pension from the British
government for her espionage work during the War of Independence. Ann Bates’
life – that at one time was so full of adventure and intrigue – came to a quiet end in
England. She deserved better in her own
lifetime, and today certainly deserves to be
remembered as one of the most remarkable
of the Loyalists.
Article by Stephen Davidson,
recently published in the
uel Newsletter
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Nort her n B r i g a de E x p e d i tion a ry For c e

Bus to the Hook

O

ctober 18-19 will see the
Northern Brigade taking its longest
ever field trip to participate in the muchtouted “Battle of the Hook” at Gloucester
Point, Virginia. This drive is roughly 14
hours, and the csm xo, Lt. Cubbison,
and his lady have found the Northern
Brigade Expeditionary Force (nbef) a bus
– a coach, in fact. $1000.00 of the cost has
been underwritten by the British Brigade.
The Bus will leave from Watertown, New
York on Friday, October 18th. The cost will
be between $130.00 and $160.00 per person. All members of the nb are welcome,

and seats will be sold on a first come, first
serve basis.
The Brigadier would also like to see
some arrangement of cars/vans to transport
camp equipment…
Those seeking reservations should
contact me at cgc.sjw@sympatico.ca. This
promises to be one of the best battles in
several years – come and see what the
southern rebels look like. An original
period plantation, 1000 acres of ground,
500+ soldiers on a side.
Brig Christian Cameron
Northern Brigade

Y ou M ean
t h e R ebels W ere

and good when the troops were on the same
side of the conflict, but at bar events where
the two sides paraded together for ceremonies, etc., the going could get a bit confusing.
Readers who enjoy the northern history
of the Revolutionary War will know that
one of the largest regiments raised from
New York was the King’s Royal Regiment
of New York and that’s what me and

“Y o r k e r s”
T oo

?

Gavin Watt provided the following
submission to the “ Colonial Chronicle”.
This will bring back fond memories for some,
and plant some seeds in the minds of others.

I

was sorry to read your announcement
that the Chronicle is going to go to bed. I
guess like an old soldier, it’s time to fade away
and let the campaign ribbons and medals tell
the story. The Chronicle has been a fixture
of the hobby for how many years? Anyway, a
long time. It shall be missed.
You’ve asked for anecdotes from the past
and I have one that will be recalled by reenactors who campaigned in the far north in the
70’s and 80’s. My tale has to do with being a
Yorker. Folks who don’t hail from New York
State may not recognize that nickname.
Like Yankee for New Englanders, Yorker was
often used pejoratively, especially by New
Englanders and Vermonters. So, when you
served in a New York Regiment, Colonial or
Revolutionary, you were known as a Yorker
by your own people and by officers and men
from other Provinces or States. And, when
you were called out on parade by your serjeants, especially in mixed cantonments with
troops from other Provinces or States, you
were called out as “Yorkers!” This was all well

Heritage New York uses the "Royal" Yorkers on
the cover of it's Rev War brochure rather than
the "Revolting" Yorkers.
my friends represented. To us, the Royal
Yorkers was the real New York regiment.
We were at first shocked and then amused
to discover that those disgusting rebel
ingrates of the Second and Third New York
regiments had the impudence to call themselves “Yorkers.” The irony of this whole
thing was that, although we Canucks from
Ontario and Quebec were representing the
Yorker founders of our Provinces, most of

the rebels were real Yorkers from New York
State. That wee bit of reality didn’t bother
us in the least; in fact, it spurred us on.
Our keen sense of competition was fully
aroused and we always found opportunities to ‘rub them up,’ to use a period phrase.
Having done a wee bit of research, we came
across a couple of period methods of insulting the foe. First was what we called, “the
Regimental Tinkle” – the derisive clanking
of our bayonets against the rammers and
barrels of our muskets, which was often
employed when a parlay had been called part
way through an action to adjust the battle’s
outcome for the benefit of the audience.
This was a great way to goad those noxious
Yorkers who had rebelled against their King
and rightful government.
And, for special occasions, when the
Regimental Tinkle didn’t quite seem enough
or had been employed too often, there was
the “Regimental Buck-Buck” when the
whole unit, and we were (and still are) a
really big one, would cluck like chickens.
So, just like during the real war, us Yorker
reenactors, both the Royal, Continental
and militia versions, developed a wonderful reenactment relationship. Us Royal
Yorkers grew to love confronting our rivals
and offering a few insults to season the pot.
Many warm relationships developed and
are very fondly remembered.
Gavin K. Watt,
Past Lt. Col. Commanding,
1st Bn, King’s Royal Yorkers
(b a r n o. 80)
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He K nows W h ere

P h otograp h ers

Y ou L ive

W anted

The Regimental accounts clerk wishes
to humbly petition the ardent blades and
sultry belles of the Regiment to pay their
outstanding accounts forthwith. There are
44 members of the Regiment who owe
less than $50.00 each. If they were to pay
their accounts once same came due, several thousands of dollars would not be on
the Regiment’s books. If same are not paid
soon, Private McGeachie and your humble
petitioner will prevail on the debtors to
provide us with free libations at the next
event in order to purchase further indulgence. You could add to the message that
payment should be tendered to Gavin. Any
questions about amounts owed should be
addressed to me.

Now that the Yorker Courant has gone
“digital” good, colour photographs are of
interest. If you have a picture that you’ve
taken at an event that would make a nice
addition to some future edition of the
newsletter, please e-mail it to Dave Putnam
at dputnam@cogeco.ca. In the last two
issues some excellent shots were lifted from
the web-gallery of Bill & Gay Boggess.
Thank you to them for their photographic
skills. Your pictures will be just as welcome.

Your obedient and humble servant,
Cpl. Rob’t Stewart
Duncan’s Company

S erjeant B ruce G rundy
D oing W ell

Grenadier Serjeant Bruce Grundy has
just gone through a major operation for the
removal of a tumour in his oesophagus at
the Toronto General Hospital. The operation was 10 ½ hours long, but according to
his wife Donna, the operation was a success, and Bruce is now in recovery.
We all wish Bruce a pleasant and speedy
recovery, and a return to duty. A card and
gift will be given to Bruce on behalf of the
regiment.
Lt.Colonel James

CaT Iron Chef
W ill I t B e Y ou ?

L odge M eeting A t
S aratoga

On saturday evening last Fall at
Saratoga an impromptu Lodge meeting of
the “Orange and Blew” Society was held
in Captain Putnam’s tent. It resembled
more a meeting of the Port & Stilton, but
did spark an interesting discussion on the
origins of the Orange Lodge and its relationship to the British Army during the
Revolutionary War.
Orange Societies date back as far as
1688 and some Lodges existed within
military regiments. It is documented that
Cornwallis received a degree during the
1780’s in Halifax, and Prince William
Henry (later to become King William iv)
visited a Halifax Lodge in 1788. Prince
William hosted a dinner in the mess hall
of the 4th Regiment of Foot in honour
of the Society. This arm of the society
ceased to exist sometime in the 1820’s and
was absorbed by the present day Orange
Lodge, which has continued its long history within the military.
Sjt. David Smith. ue
Duncan’s Coy

D

on ’t be the Colonel’s kitchen
nightmare! Prepare for the upcoming Cast Iron Chef competition! Gather
your team. You can have as many people
as you like. Even if you can’t cook, you can
participate. This is a “friendly” regimental
competition between the various companies. There are many jobs to be done, and
this would be good time to get the kids
involved (hauling water, gathering wood,
chopping and peeling).
A secret ingredient will be chosen. You
need to plan a meal around this ingredient.
You can be as fancy or basic as you wish.
Let your imagination go! The meals will
be judged based on taste, presentation, and
authenticity (no spaghetti). The Colonel
and other illustrious men and women will
be judges.
The best part is that in the end we will all
enjoy a nice meal together.
…No wait, the best part will be the quality time spent together, and the making of
happy memories.
…no wait, the best part will be winning the trophy and hoisting it, Stanley
Cup style, over your head and running
around singing and dancing!
The secret ingredient and the event location will be named in the next news letter.
Good Luck!
Karen Dittrick
Competition Coordinator
The
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e d i t o r
n
Capt Dave Putnam

S ir J o h n ’ s O rderly B ook

I found an electronic copy of Johnson’s orderly book during the Oriskany Campaign
(Stone) on google books today while I was snooping on the internet. I thought others might
like to see it as well.
http://books.google.com/books?id=3JsBAAAAMAAJ&pg=RA1-PR133&lpg=RA1-PR#PRA1-PA1,M1

dputnam@cogeco.ca
l a y o u t

Chritopher Armtrong
carmstrong @ interbrand.ca

Justin Boggess
Duncan’s Coy

