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T

h is year’s version of Black Creek
should be of interest to everyone. The
ladies of the Northern Brigade will be holding their school on fabrics and clothing, led
by the witty and vivacious Amanda Moore.
This past few years we have had guided
tours for the public to view displays and
activities put on by the various units at camp
sites throughout the village. This year the
tours will not be guided, we will allow the
public to view our activities at their leisure.
More information on this will follow in a
separate e-mail.
We are planning a battle to take place
through the valley, rather than the same
location we have used for a good number of
years. An unscripted tactical on each morning before the public arrives is also being
worked on to provide additional entertainment for everyone.
On the lighter side, the “Cast Iron Chef”
competition will be an added feature for
after hour’s entertainment, which should be
a lot of fun for those competing. Bring lots
of Pepto Bismal.
An e-mail with detailed times and events
will be sent to everyone shortly.
Lt. Col. James

Women’s
School
at B lack C reek

O

ver the last year many new women
have become members of our unit.
Yorker women have always had a reputation for being among the best dressed in
the hobby. In order to help our new and old
members maintain this high standard we
will hold our first ever Women’s School
at Black Creek Pioneer Village. We would
like this to be a must-attend program for the
women, but any soldiers that would like
to come and listen are welcome. We will
discuss a wide range of topics that we feel
are important, and will help our members
understand more about the clothing and
fashions of the 18th century. The subjects
covered will also give us an idea of what
women’s roles were during the time period
we have chosen to re-enact. The following
is an outline of what we will be discussing.
Each class will be 45 minutes long, with a

break between each class to stretch our legs
or look after children.
Satur d ay

10 am	Introduction of our new
members, and run down of the
school and season
11 am First Class – 18th Century
Materials
12 noon Lunch – Will answer any
questions people have on
materials
1 pm	Second Class – 18th Century
Look and Fit of Clothing
2 pm	Second Class continued
3 pm
Battle (Some women will be
asked to help with crowd control)
Sun d ay

10 am
11 am

Third Class – Camp Life
Fourth Class – Talking With the
Public Regarding Women’s Roles
12 noon Lunch
1 pm
Fifth Class – 18th Century Sewing
2 pm
Fashion Show for the Public
(5 women needed)
Amanda Moore
Serjeant of Distaff
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Iron Chef
Competition
at B lack C reek

T

he decision has been made to hold
the Cast Iron Chef competition
at Black Creek on Saturday, June 14. Now
it’s time to form your team and prepare
your menu. Here’s how the competition
will work:
The Jud ge s
Kathleen Manneke, Col Reg James,
Sjt Mjr Dave Moore
Minimum Req uirement s
Meal preparation must be done between
3 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sat, June 14.
To help the judges compare apples and
apples, they will only consider the main
course, dessert course and beverage prepared by each team.
Each team must have a minimum of 2,
but no more than 6 members.

C o m i n g

E v e n t s

june 14-15
Bla ck Creek Pionee r V i llage, O N
june 28-29
W illiamsbu rg , VA
– Unde r the Re d Co a t
j u l y 1 9 - 20
For t George, O N
( Canadian AL L - UP )
aug 9 - 1 0
P rescott, ON – L oy a li st Day s
aug 1 6 - 1 7
For t Niagara , N Y –
Soldie rs of the R e vo lut i o n
sept 6-7
For t T iconde ro ga , N Y
sept 13-14
Johnstown, NY ( US A L L - UP )
s e p t 20
Thor nhill Pa rad e, O N
oct 18-19
Glouceste r Po i n t , VA
nov 1-2
Meyer’s Hill, NY – Tactical War Games
***

Point s
Each Team will be evaluated on three criteria, with 10 points awarded for each. Also,
points will be awarded for use of the bonus
ingredient, which will be Nutmeg. 35 points
would be considered a perfect score.
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2. Taste – Point criteria:
• Judges will taste each item on the menu,
but will not consume a full meal with
each team.
3. Presentation – Point criteria:
• The appearance of the meal on the
plate.
• The appropriateness and appearance of
the table setting.
4. B onus Points – One bonus point will
be awarded for each menu item that
includes nutmeg as an ingredient, up to
a maximum of 5 points.
5. Penalty Points – may be deducted
for: unchef-like conduct; unnecessary
roughness; high ladling; food poisoning;
bribing a judge.

1. Authenticity – Point criteria:
• Have documents to show that the recipes
used are appropriate for the Revolutionary
War period.
• Meal is prepared in an authentic manner (ironware and tinware are equally
acceptable).
• Meal is prepared predominantly on-site.

The winning team will be awarded the
C ast Ir on Chef Tr ophy, and hold
bragging rights over the coming year. If you
would like to be on a Team, or to enter a
Team in the competition, contact Karen
Dittrick for more information.

W i ll i am s burg

out shortly. Once received, a copy will be
e-mailed to all who will be attending. You
are reminded that those who plan to stay
in a hotel over the weekend should also
plan to setup a tent in our tent line. We are
expected to have tentage that is representative of our numbers. Also, no facial hair is
permitted, including beards, moustaches or
sideburns. This rule will be enforced for all
British military personnel.
It should be an excellent time for all
concerned.
Capt Dave Putnam

U n d e r the R ed Co at
J une 2 8 & 2 9

C

pl Michael Manning and Grenadier
Scott Turral have recently reconnoitered Williamsburg and report that the
town is rife with rebellious talk and lies
about the Crown. The once Loyal House
of Burgess is talking open conflict. There
is however those who are still loyal, and
Grenadier Turral makes particular mention of the good honour of the cobbler,
whose name could not be recalled
As it stands now the expeditionary
force from Canada will include 2 officers,
1 Sjt Major, 1 Sjt, 1 Cpl, 11 Musketmen,
1 Drum Mjr, 1 Drum Sjt, 6 Fifers &
Drummers and raft of camp followers.
A pretty decent turnout given the long
distance to be traveled. We will portray
Cornwallis’ Army Provost Guard.
The schedule of events for the weekend is being finalized and will be sent
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F ort G eorge
J uly
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in present-day Ontario. When the Rangers
were disbanded in 1784, they settled in the
area and named their town Butlersburg,
after their commanding officer.

as a parade through the town of NiagaraOn-The-Lake. There were also displays
throughout the weekend. There is expected
to be a good showing of sutlers, for those
who are looking for an opportunity to
spend some shillings on needful things. The
site will provide clean straw, firewood, and
washrooms. Showers will be available in the
staff building.
Just a reminder to all those ladies and
gentlemen who would like to dress up in
there best, Polly Johnson Day will take place
at this event.
Also, bring your 18th century money and
be ready to gamble and party the night away.
Those that attended the last Fort George
event will remember what an exciting tavern
we had and how almost everyone attended.
Expect more of the same this year. We will
also be celebrating the upcoming wedding
of two of our members, Jenny Doedens and
Michael Carrier, both of the light company.
Fort George is counting on a big turnout
from the Northern Brigade in general, and
the Royal Yorkers in particular. Remember,
this is our all-up e vent!

The weekend should be very much
like our event at this site in 2006. There
were three opposed-sides battles, as well

DWP

2 0

O

n the weekend of July 19 & 20, Fort
George will be hosting a Revolutionary
War Living History Weekend.
Most of us think of Fort George and
Niagara-On-The-Lake as a War of 1812 site.
However, during the Revolution Colonel
John Butler built a set of ranger barracks
on the Canadian side of the Niagara River,
in order to relieve the overcrowding at Fort
Niagara. The British government also operated a small naval station on the Canadian
side known as Navy Hall. The original
buildings were destroyed during the War
of 1812, but one circa 1817 building is still
extant and lies on the river shore immediately below Fort George. In 1779, Colonel
Butler was given permission to release some
of his rangers to begin farming in support of
Niagara’s garrison, a move that constituted
the first settlement of American Loyalists

Prescott
L oyal i s t Day s
A ugu s t 9 & 1 0


…In August, 1775 Major General Guy
Carleton was increasingly alarmed by the news
of a three-pronged attack against Canada.
Brigadier General Richard Montgomery was
massing troops at Fort Ticonderoga in preparation for an assault on Montreal. Brigadier

General Benedict Arnold was gathering his
army at the mouth of the Kennebec River,
ready to move north against Quebec. And
from the Mohawk Valley a third force assembled at Oswego, preparing for their advance
down the St. Lawrence River, in support of
Montgomery’s attack on Montreal. Carleton
knew that his only hope was to meet and defeat
each threat, one at a time. On August 9 his
troops collided with the first prong of the invasion of Canada near the village of Prescott…
Well, it didn’t exactly happen that way,
but that doesn’t mean that we can’t reenact
what would have been a very interesting
scenario.
On August 9 & 10 the historic town of
Prescott, Ontario will honour its Loyalist
heritage with a wide range of Loyalist Days
activities. The centerpiece of this two-day
event is the Revolutionary War encampment. The encampment will be situated
outside the walls of Fort Wellington, on the

banks of the St. Lawrence River. The event
schedule is as follows:
Satur d ay , A ugu s t 9

8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Breakfast provided by Site
Officer’s Meeting
Unit Inspections & Drill
Formation for Parade
“Military March” – Parade
through Town of Prescott
Formation for
Opening Ceremony
Opening Ceremony
Battle of Prescott
(Opening Phase)
Fife & Drum music
demonstration
18th Century fashion show
English Country Dancing,
followed by Tavern.
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Philadelphia 1777
an Excellent Read

I
Sun d ay , A ugu s t 1 0

8:00 a.m. Breakfast provided by Site
8:30 a.m.	Depart in personal vehicles for
Off-Site Tactical
9:00 a.m. Off-Site Tactical
10:00 a.m. 18th Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Officers Meeting
11:00 a.m. Fife & Drum music
demonstration
12:45 p.m. Formation for afternoon
Battle
1:00 p.m. Battle of Prescott (Conclusion)
2:30 p.m. Break Camp
Reenactors will be provided with parking, convenient to the site; firewood; straw;
ice; rest rooms and shower facilities at Fort
Wellington Visitor’s Centre and the Arena;
breakfast on both Saturday and Sunday
mornings; and grog for the Saturday evening
Tavern.

Years ago Loyalist Days was an annual
event for the town of Prescott, and they have
good reason to celebrate this heritage. With
the disbandment of Loyalist Regiments at
the conclusion of the American Revolution,
many soldiers and their families were
granted land along the north shore of the
St. Lawrence River in eight Townships,
named for the children of King George iii.
The lower five townships, called the New
Johnstown settlement, were settled by the
1st Battalion of the King’s Royal Regiment
of New York. The upper three townships,
where the town of Prescott is situated, was
called the New Oswegatchie settlement, and
settled by the Loyal Rangers. Prescott has a
rich military history, including its Loyalist
settlements, War of 1812 engagements,
1838 Rebellion involvement (Battle of the
Windmill), and Fort Wellington’s multi-era
connections.
This is an event that every Yorker should
plan to attend. Make sure you mark it on
your calendar.

f you enjoy reading about the battles
of the Revolution, I highly recommend
Select Marksman Justin Clement’s new
book, “Philadelphia 1777”, published last
year by Osprey in their Campaign series.
You may recall that, while Burgoyne
was losing his army in the Saratoga campaign, and the Yorkers and Iroquois
fighting at Oriskany, and St. Leger fumbling about at Fort Stanwix, the main
army under Sir William Howe fought
a series of big battles and captured the
enemy capital. The Queen’s Rangers played
a notable part in Howe’s victories.
Famous battles that were part of
Howe’s campaign were: Brandywine,
Paoli, Germantown and Fort Red Bank.
Justin has done a wonderful job of
writing a flowing, clear-cut text and
has selected a large number of rarely
seen, original illustrations, which with
some modern commissioned works
of art and photographs really make an
impact. There are several excellent phase
maps, which support Justin’s manuscript
and make each action come fully alive.
This book is about heavy-duty warfare.
Very, very different from the petit guerre that
Butler’s, Rogers’ and the Yorkers were part of.
McGeachie

sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd sd

Updates
&

i n n o va t i o n s

W

i t h everything going electronic,
the Yorker women have decided
that we will change the way we do our
starter kits for new members. This is “work
in progress” and we hope to have it done by
late summer or early fall.
We will have a Welcome Package in an
electronic format that will be sent out

when a women is interested in joining our
unit. After a deposit of $20.00 is paid by the
new member, we will also send out a copy
of the book, “Women’s Dress during the
American Revolution”, put out by the
Brigade of the American Revolution. When
this book is returned to either Kathleen
Manneke or me (Amanda Moore) the
$20.00 deposit will be returned.
Our ultimate goal will be to have enough
loaner kit in-house ready to outfit new
members. This will do a few different

things. It will allow our new members to
feel a part of our unit prior to putting a lot
of time and money into kit, and it will allow
us to provide help so that our new members
are making kit that it is up to the standards
that we expect. We would like to eliminate
as many possibilities for errors as we can,
and make all our members feel welcome
and a part of the Yorkers.
Amanda Moore
Serjeant Distaff
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S

ev eral years ago Gavin Watt
wrote a comprehensive newsletter
article describing the new standard for
Yorker clothing and equipment. Gradually
we have implemented a number of these
changes by cutting down our coats, changing to caps, wearing belly boxes, etc. The
next change on the horizon is the colour
and style of our small clothes. Quoting
from the 2006 article:
Waistcoats: Now, here’s a difficult topic.
As noted above, the suits of Canadian
Provincial clothing issued to the Royal
Yorkers included a Buff Waistcoat. As the
suits were specifically sent out to supply
the Canadians as Light Infantry, it is very
probable that the waistcoats were cut to the
1771 Light Infantry pattern.

Sjt M jr M oore ’ s
R eport to

L t . C ol

J ame s

C oncern i ng t h e

Battle of Boone’s
Farm

I

have the honour of reporting upon the
recent campaigning of the King’s Royal
Regiment of New York in his Majesty’s
Province of Pennsylvania at the Boone’s
Farm. During the weekend of May 17-18
2008 I had the honour of commanding the
krrny in the field, as well as being the
Provincial Brigade rsm. Present upon that
occasion with the krrny were:
	Sjt Mjr D. Moore (Commanding)
Follower K. Haynes
Follower Haynes arrived Friday at my home
and we set off for Boone’s Farm. After a
journey of 707 km, taking 10 hrs (with stops
for gas, duty free and dinner) we arrived
about 7 pm in heavy rain. The camp was very
clearly laid out by the British Brigade, but
the soil was almost entirely clay. Therefore,
during the entire weekend the ground did
not dry at all. Gradually the entire camp
became like the Somme or Flanders with

As for contemporary British Regulars
in Burgoyne’s army, the James Hunter
Ticonderoga painting shows a group of
four British Regulars. The waistcoats of
two privates and the officer are the swallow-tail version.
Con clus ion: I believe we should
be in Buff, Pattern 1771 Light Infantry
Waistcoats. This is the same pattern that
Singleton’s Company, 2Bn wears in red
wool and Crawford’s Company used to
wear in white wool.
I’m not recommending that all of us rush
out and buy new Buff 1771 Waistcoats; however, if anyone does buy a new Waistcoat, it
should be that colour and pattern and the
purchaser should be careful to cut the garment long enough to cover the fall (dinner
tray) of his breeches or overalls.
Anyone in the Grenadiers or Duncan’s
who wants to convert their white, swallowtail Waistcoat to a 1771 pattern should first
assess whether the result will properly cover
the front fall of their Breeches or Overalls.
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Obviously, anyone who still has a white,
1771 Waistcoat left over from Crawford’s
Company, 2nd battalion could drag it out
of storage.

Under the heading “Legwear”, Gavin
discussed the pros and cons of trousers,
breeches, and overalls. On the subject of
woolen breeches the following comment
was made:
...Before concluding this section, it should
be noted that the small clothes supplied to
Canadian Provincials were made of Buff
wool. So, if any Yorker decides to make a
new pair of woollen Breeches, that should
be the colour.

The regiment is now in need of wool for
making waistcoats, and work is being done
to find an suitable supply in the “buff ”
colour. As always, nothing is as easy as it
sounds. The next question is, what shade of
“buff ” should be used and where can we get
an affordable supply.
DWP
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several inches of clinging mud everywhere.
The rain persisted until Saturday morning, restarted Saturday night, then let up
until about noon on Sunday when it came
down in buckets. The event was then curtailed early. Saturday during the day it was
windy and sunny, but the ground refused
to dry. Today I am drying my tents in the
backyard.
The Provincial Brigade consisted
of two companies of the 1st New Jersey
Volunteers, one company of the 4th New
Jersey Volunteers (Todd Braisted’s unit) and
one mixed section of Maryland Loyalists,
Butler’s Rangers and the King’s 8th. Calvin
Arnt of Butler’s Rangers ran the mixed section. (He had the misfortune to arrive late
on Saturday having driven from Canada
and drove into the camp. He sank up to the
hubcaps in the mud and had to be rescued
by tractor on Sunday.) At first some sailors
were with Calvin’s unit but he had a falling out with them, so they left and served
with a gun crew. The 4th njv said that Todd
had had a stroke during the winter and was
recovering and therefore he did not attend
the event. The total number of men for the

Brigade was probably 50 or 60 at most. The
other two brigades fielded far more, so the
Crown forces numbered maybe 300 muskets. The rebels were about the same. There
were several guns on each side and a number of dragoons.
On Saturday the Provincial Brigade
drilled under my command and did fairly
well. They were ponderous and unsure to
start. There were quite a few new recruits
in several of the units. The battle on the
Saturday was long (too long really), very
lively, and with good manoeuvring. The
Brigade, under the Command of Peter
Condrick rn, fought very well. It was far
better than I had expected. There was one
accident during the battle when a new guy
in the 1st njv put about 4 or 5 rounds down
his musket and fired it. The weapon flew
backwards. Luckily he was in the rear rank.
It landed at least 7 feet behind him. He was
unharmed but stunned. He was very lucky.
In the evening roast oxen was served
to the troops. A good party followed that
lasted into the rain about midnight.
I would note that during the day on
Sunday the 47th Foot, with whom I was

messing, had “acquired” a rebel “Liberty”
flag. We burned it in the camp fire while
singing “God Save the King”.
Sunday the Brigade again drilled under
my command and we practised going from
line into column, column into line, advancing firing by company and retiring firing by
company. We also practised some street firing. By the end of the drill I would estimate
that the Brigade was twice as efficient and
effective as it was at the start of the weekend. Unfortunately the weather washed
out the afternoon battle.
We left just before 2 pm, soaking wet
in all our kit and I arrived home, having
dropped off Kathryn in north Hamilton,
by about 11pm. We purchased gasoline in
the rebellious Provinces from between 93
cents to 96 cents per litre. All the rebels
complained about the cost of gas.
If you have any questions about this
event, or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact,
Yr most humble and ob’t serv’t

Anything but Retired

and kit; all used tents. I am still negotiating for purchasing back used kit and arms.
I am still outfitting recruits at my place
directly, or sending packages off by mail.
With Reg’s approval of specifics (for instance,
whether to add to our musket inventory or
not; whether to buy buff or white wool for
waistcoats and turnbacks), I am still purchasing most new stuff to keep our inventory
in balance. Rob Stewart is negotiating wool
purchases.
When we ran out of large plain buttons
yesterday, I unilaterally placed the new order,
as we had already decided to use plain versus
rp, so no dialogue was necessary. Ditto, when
we needed additional canteens, I simply went
ahead and bought. And, I put a new order on
for Haversacks with Andrea.
When stuff gets sold to recruits, I develop
a list of their debt and forward that to Rob
Stewart. I will send you an example so
you’ll understand what I mean. He keeps
the actual account. But, when payments are
made - they come to me and I send Rob the
member’s new account balance. Rob chases
up all debts, although I still go after the really
bad boys.

Jeff Paine continues to manufacture our
Belly Boxes.
Rob has taken over the manufacture
of the Stand of Arms frogs and waistbelts from Eric Fernberg. Eric completed
a large number of frogs and some belts
before asking to be relieved, but it’s
Rob that will make those items in the
future. Rob is also making Fatigue Caps.
Andrea Putnam makes our Linen
Haversacks. She is making Jackets and
Waistcoats to order.
Kady Gibson also makes Jackets and
Waistcoats to order.
We have no one making breeches or
trousers at present. Nor anyone making
shirts, although both Andrea and Kady are
capable.
Alex Lawrence continues to manage
the email list. Alex also manufactures musket slings, pouch slings, waistbelts, musket
sheaths and corporals’ knots. Alex purchases
and sells flints.
As you can see, I am anything but retired
from Yorker life.

A

couple of newsletters ago, there
was an article about me passing along
several responsibilities. Unfortunately,
many of the planned changes did not
take place and, from the confusion out
there amongst some members, I guess
another article is required.
Currently, I receive all debt payments and
make deposits to the bank account. I have
shared management of the bank account
with Reg, as both of us have signing rights.
Reg is paying our bar and BritBde dues.
Mike Manning is handling insurance and
members are to contact him directly. Mike
is also keeping the Waivers for minors who
join without parents, brothers or guardians.
I have retained management of most
of our inventories. All arms and related
materials are at my place. All leather
accoutrements are at my place. All wool
and buttons; all canteens and haversacks; musket sheaths; musket tools;
some black powder. All used clothing

Sjt Mjr D. Moore KRRNY
God Save the King!!

Gavin Watt
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Y ou ’ re a M ean O ne ,

M.r

Lynch


F

or most people, hearing the term
“Lynching”, conjures up images of
vigilante mobs, racism and the Ku Klux
Klan. Most people are unaware that “lynching” dates from the time of the American
Revolution, and that the first targets of the
violence were Loyalists.
Originally known as “Lynch’s law”,
lynching is named after Justice Charles
Lynch. The term can be traced to a
Loyalist revolt in Virginia in 1780. From
this point in time, the word has been used
to describe an extra-legal punishment or
execution committed by a group. The first
known application of Lynch’s law took
place in Chestnut Hill, Virginia. British
troops under General Cornwallis invaded
the state, and local rebel militias were
ordered to hunt down Loyalist sympathizers. Lynch, a Bedford County Justice
and Militia Colonel, became renowned as
the greatest of the Tory hunters. Lynch
presided over an extra-legal court, dispensing summary punishment to both Loyalists
and looters. He became legendary for regularly hanging enemies of the cause, but in
reality, the earliest lynchings were usually
floggings.
Having clearly exceeded his authority in
his punishments, some of Lynch’s victims
attempted to sue him, but the Virginia
legislature found that Lynch’s law was
justified considering the circumstances at
the time.
In 1781, Lynch led a unit of riflemen in
the first line of the American army at the
battle of Guilford Court House.
Lynch’s approach to justice was traditional to military law, and his punishments
were common in the armies of the day.
Unlike later lynchings committed by public mobs, his trials and punishments were
carried out by the militia under a chain of
command. In a way, what Lynch did was

extend military law beyond personnel of
the army to the population at large.
The actions of Lynch in Virginia are
well described, but less known is his prior
experience as a Justice at Bennington in
the New Hampshire Grants. Lynch’s view
on punishment may have been inspired by
the actions of Ethan Allen and the Green
Mountain Boys in their struggle against
the authority of New York. One of the
accused who stood trial before Lynch at
Bennington is well known to those interested in the Canadian Department, Justus
Sherwood. Sherwood was twice brought
before Justice Lynch. In the spring of 1776,
Sherwood made the mistake of speaking
up in defense of the Crown at the Green
Mountain Tavern. A mob of outraged men
dragged him before Lynch, who sat on the
Grand Council of Safety. Lynch sentenced
Sherwood to 20 lashes in the Bennington
town green. The number of lashes was few,
relative to most sentences, perhaps taking
into account his record as a leader of the
Green Mountain Boys.
In August of the same year, Sherwood
was captured again, charged with spying, and brought before Lynch. This
time the Justice was in no mood for
leniency. Sherwood was sentenced to
what was known as “the descent to hell”

- imprisonment deep underground in the
Simsbury Mines of Connecticut. While
being transported to the prison, Sherwood
escaped his captors and made his way to
the British at Crown Point.
Today, there is a historical marker under
a walnut tree at Lynch’s home in Virginia,
commemorating the location of the first
application of Lynch’s Law. Somewhat
ironically it seems, Justice Lynch came
from a devout family of pacifist Quakers.
The community of Lynchburg is named
after Charles’ brother John.
It is interesting to observe that centuries later, the Americans are once again
grappling with issues concerning acceptable treatment of their enemies in a time
of war, and what is considered to be justified under the circumstances. It is as true
today as it was in 1780, that a man, when
suspended by his thumbs, can be made to
shout “freedom”.
Chris Armstrong
Duncan’s Company
So u r c e s : Ken Gozales-Day, “Lynching
in the West, 1850-1935” Mary Beacock
Fryer, “Buckskin Pimpernel ” Hazel C.
Mathews, “Frontier Spies” Christopher
Waldrep, “Lynching in America”
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O b i tuary

D e r e k O’ D e l l

For your Information

U

D

erek O’Dell, a very good friend
of the Yorkers and of mine passed
recently at 88-years-of-age. I met Derek
back in the ‘80’s when he and his son Philip
joined Service Rifle. Both men were very
active members of srsa and also participated
in the early years of the Perth Regiment.
Derek fell in love with the krr ny after
visiting our encampment at Dave Putnam’s
Ancaster event years ago. Ever since then,
Derek and Phil have given mamh an
annual donation which I have shared evenly
between the Yorkers and the Perths. Derek
followed our perambulations through
Dave’s newsletter and he told me many
times that he would have loved to have been
a Royal Yorker, but as a Second War veteran,
his age prevented it.
Derek had an incredible service career
as a British paratrooper, although one
could never get him to talk about it, so the
details are rather sparse. He jumped into
Normandy on the night of June 5 at Pegasus
Bridge. If you’ve seen the movie, “The
Longest Day,” you’ll understand this next
bit. The story goes that Derek was one of
the paras at the bridge abutment that got
leaked upon by the German guard. He also
jumped into Arnhem, which the vast majority of fellows who dropped into Normandy
did not do. He was wounded and captured
there and then made an escape and worked
his way back to Britain. It is said that he
was amongst the first Brit soldiers to enter
the Nazi concentration camp of BergenBelsen. I understand that he also dropped
into Norway just before the end of the war,
so he may have been involved in Signals
or Intelligence or perhaps both. He was
wounded several times.
After Derek and his wife Iris emigrated
from Britain to Canada, Derek worked at
Long Branch Arsenal, Toronto in engineering. He was a remarkable craftsman and
built several rifles that were used successfully
in military marksmanship competitions in
Canada and Britain at famous ranges such
as Connaught and Bisley. He personally
was a superb shot and a member of several
winning teams. Yet, for all his many accomplishments, one could not meet a gentler,
more modest, polite, amusing and gentlemanly chap.
It is sad indeed that Derek was too old
for membership, as he would have made a
wonderful addition to the krr.
GKW

Serjeant G run d y , B ack

M u s ket M a i ntenance

O n H i s F eet

I ju st want to thank all the Yorkers and
Northern Brigade friends who sent me their
wishes and stayed in touch during my illness.
Special thanks go to Steve & Leah Gilbey,
Neil Young, Reg & Anne James, Gavin Watt
Sr., Alex & Ann Lawrence, and Mike &
Ginny Hurley. It was greatly appreciated!

You might want to have a look at this site
as a guide to getting a musket to work properly and keeping it that way.
http://wiltonmilitia.org/pages/from_click_to_bang.pdf

It was written by Norm Fuss of the 1st North
Carolina Regiment and was published in
the Brigade Dispatch in August 2005.
Lt Alex Lawrence

Sjt Bruce Grundy
T rea s on

· Links ·

Have a look at this site. Every trial from
1674 to 1913. I entered “Treason” in the search
engine, entered the time of the revolution,
and came up with one case. A Frenchman
living in England, attempting to murder the
King!! Well, he got what he deserved after
8 minutes of deliberation by a British jury.
Yup, hung, cut down alive, bowels drawn out
and burned before his eyes, then quartered.
Huzzah!!
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/

Sjt Mjr Moore

A scene from Liberty, based on Christian
Cameron's book, Washington and Caesar
W a s h i ngton & C ae s ar

62

nd

R eg i ment

of F oot

Here’s an interesting website with lots
of good stuff, that Gavin passed along.
http://www.62ndregiment.org/index.htm

For those who have read Christian
Cameron’s acclaimed novel about one of
George Washington’s slaves during the
Revolution, there is now a short film based
on the book that is apparently going to be
screened at the Sundance Film Fesitival
later this year. Several of our old friends
from the bar have minor roles. For instance,
past commander of the bar, Mark Hurwitz,
gets to play the villain, Bludner. The
Director says he went over-budget by some
staggering amount, probably having to
keep Mark in Brandy to still his nerves. For
more information checkout this website:
http://joinordiefilms.com/index.html

Gavin Watt
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