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The

 

LT. COLONEL James is pleased 
 to announce the promotion of 

Lieutenant Alex Lawrence to the 
rank of Captain. Alex has been responsible 
for the printing of the Yorker Calendar for 
the past 3 years, in addition to manufacturing  
belts and slings for the regiment. The 
Grenadier Company is now of a size that 
warrants an officer of the rank of captain, 
and I’m positive that Alex will welcome the 
additional responsibilities and duties. 

We’re now into a new year and I’m 
sure that many of you can’t wait to shake 
off the winter rust and cobwebs, and 
begin the work of preparing for the new 
campaign season. Now is the time for 
everyone to take a good look at their  
uniform and do the following: snip off those 
little bits of fluff and threads that make your 
coat look as if it’s unraveling; sew on your 
missing buttons; repair the little holes in your 
clothing before they become large; blacken  
your shoes; and clean your brass. 

The officers and senior nco’s worked 
out the regimental schedule at the 
Planning Meeting on January 5, and some 
details have been provided in this issue of  
The Courant.

LtCol Reg James

P r o m o T i o N   A n n o u n C e d 

in  the

Grenadier Company

O N January 5 the Yorker Planning 
Meeting took place at Appleby 

College. It looks like the summer of 9 is 
going to be another busy one.

As in the past, our year will start with the 
Tactical School on the weekend of 
May  & 3. We will return to the grounds 
of Appleby College in Oakville for this 
year’s school. In 8 we found the College 
offered many amenities that enhanced 
the learning experience. And much to our 
delight, we had access to a nice stretch of 
woods that made for some fun tactical exer-
cises. Everyone is encouraged to attend this 
event as the starting point for our new cam-
paign season.

Two weekends later, on May 16 & 17, 
we will head off to Jerusalem Mill, 
Maryland. This event is described in 
more detail elsewhere in this Issue and on 
the event webpage, but it’s worth saying 

again… This is the BIG event for 9 and 
should be on everyone’s calendar. In addi-
tion, LtCol James will be the Provincial 
Brigade Commander at this event, and Sjt 
Major Moore will be the Provincial Brigade 
Serjeant Major. Deep in the heart of the 
rebellion we will operate under our own 
leadership. Huzzah!!

There are two scheduled events in June. 
On June 13 & 14 we will participate in the 
5th anniversary of the Loyalist Landing 
at Adolphustown. This event has been 
in the planning stage for a long time and 
has become an important part of the UEL 
National Convention that will take place 
that weekend. Of course the biggest attrac-
tion for us will be the opportunity to use a 
fleet of bateau that has been assembled for 
the weekend. There is probably no other 
mode of transportation that is more appro-
priate for our unit (other than walking), 
given the historical use of bateau for move-
ment of the original krr. Adolphustown 
will be our Canadian All-Up Event.

On the following weekend, June  & 
1, we will return to Black Creek for 
our annual Toronto event. Last year we 
were given access to the valley once again. 
Unfortunately, heavy rain in the days lead-
ing up to Black Creek made the stream 
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impassable. Hopefully, that won’t be an 
issue this June and we can play on the won-
derful tactical ground offered by this site. 

Hubbardton, Vermont is on for July 11 
& 1. It goes without saying that reeanacting 
on an original battlefield where the action 
actually occurred is a rare privilege in this 
age of protective National Parks. It would 
be great to have a good sized contingent at 
Hubbardton this year. 

The 3th anniversary of the Battle of 
Newtown is on the schedule for August 
9 & 3. Again, this original battlefield site 
near Elmira, ny has been on our schedule 
in the past. The organizers have stepped up 
their support of the event, given the signifi-
cance of this anniversary. It sounds like there 
will be lots of troops and some extra activi-
ties to keep it interesting. And for those 
who like to shop, you will recall that Sutler’s 
row was very impressive at Newtown the 
last time we were there.

Our annual money-maker, the 
Thornhill Parade, is on for Saturday, 
September 19.

On the weekend of September 19 &  an 
End-of-War event will take place at Rose 
House, Prince Edward County. This 
event will be geared to the activities asso-
ciated with the disbanding of the Loyalist 
regiments and the disbursement of soldiers 
to their land grants. Some of the planned 
activities include a land lottery, farming 
demonstrations, a live ball shoot, and even 
an End-of-War party. Sounds like some-
thing entirely different.

Believe it or not, a new old site has arisen 
in the Mohawk Valley that we have never 

Yorker Party

ON March 7 the Yorker Winter Party will 
  return to the Vimy Officer’s Mess at 

cfb Kingston. This beautiful and classic 
old military mess is the perfect venue for 
our Regimental Dinner. I think it’s safe to 
say the 7 event was one of our very best. 
This year’s program will be similar. In the 
afternoon from  to 4 pm in the Mercury 
Room we will be having two speakers. 
The plan is to compare partisan warfare in 
our period with the same kind of conflict 
in Afghanistan. We are working with the 
Canadian Forces for a speaker on that side. 
So far the Taliban have not responded to 
our emails.

Another special offer – Jack Pike, who runs 
the wonderful museum at rmc, has offered 

to let us view their amazing collection of fire-
arms on Sunday morning. It is dependant on 
weather and a couple other factors, so we will 
announce if its on at the dinner.

From 5:3 until 7: pm the mess bar will 
be open to us, and no doubt pictures, videos 
and/or slides will be projected to remind us 
how old we have become and to scare the 
younger members.

Our sit-down regimental dinner will begin 
at 7: pm. Another great meal is planned. 
Mess Manager Kim Palmer has given us a 
discount and arranged a fine menu. 

Tomato Roasted Red Pepper Soup•	
Mixed baby greens w/chef dressing•	
Chicken stuffed with mushrooms & bri-•	
oche w/house sauce

Herb roast potatoes, Whole green beans •	
& Glazed Carrots
Raspberry Mousse Cake•	
Coffee & tea•	

All liquor and wine must be purchased from 
the bar again this year, but the prices are 
very reasonable.

The cost per person has risen a bit this 
year and is now $4 per person. To help 
offset that we have beaten up on two hotel 
managers and have arranged significant dis-
counts for ourselves and our guests. The cost 
for children 13 and under is $.. There is 
no bulk discount for large families, (known 
in the Yorkers as Bourget discounts). 
Friends of the regiment are welcome as long 
as they have a Yorker sponsor. 

•  S a T u r d a Y ,  M a r C H  7 th •

Continued  page 3
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been to before. The Gelston Castle 
Estate, which is south of Herkimer, 
ny, is just a few hundred yards from the 
site of the Andrustown Massacre (1778). 
Although the homes were burned in a 
Loyalist and Iroquois raid, a barn on the 
property survives from circa 175. It is 
expected that this event will also be well 
attended, and has been designated as our 
All-Up us Event for 9.

And it is anticipated that we will head to 
the Schoharie Valley on Thanksgiving 
weekend to participate in the Burning of 
the Valleys event put on by the bvma. This 
outing will take place on the weekend of 
October 1 & 11. 

Obviously more details will be provided 
on each of these events as we get closer to 
the dates, but this at least gives some idea of 
what is ahead for this season. Start booking 
those vacation days and negotiating with 
the family for weekends that you intend to 
serve the King.

Capt Dave Putnam
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february 18 
Yorker Drill – Ft York Armories, Toronto

march 7 
Yorker Party - Kingston

march 18 
Yorker Drill – Ft York Armories, Toronto

april  
Yorker Drill – Ft York Armories, Toronto

may -3 
Brigade Tactical School – Appleby College,  

Oakville

may 16-17 
Jerusalem Mills, Maryland  

(All-Up US)

june 13-14 
Adolphustown -  225th Loyalist Landing 

(All-Up Canadian)

june -1 
Black Creek Pioneer Village

july 1 1-1 
Battle of Hubbarton, Vermont

aug 9-3 
230th Battle of Newtown - Elmira, ny  

(All-Up Northern Brig)

sept 19 
Thornhill Parade

sept 19- 
Rose House – Wappoos, on

sept 6-7 
Gelston Castle, ny

oct 1-1 1 
Schoharie, ny – Burning of the Valley

 

I N January a Yorker delegation 
  attended the joint British Brigade 

and Continental Line Meeting near Valley 
Forge, pa. Aside from the fact that the meet-
ing rooms throughout the hotel were named 
after various revolting Americans, and the 
main meeting room was called “Liberty 
Hall”, it was a very productive session.

On Saturday morning presentations 
were made by the various sites that would 
like to host a major event in 9 or 1. 
At the end of the presentations only one 
event was selected as a “National Event” 
for 9 by both the British Brigade and 
the Continental Line. The big event this 
year will be at Jerusalem Mill, Maryland.

Historic Jerusalem Mill Village is a liv-
ing history destination located on the 
Little Gunpowder Falls River, amid the 
pristine scenery of the Gunpowder Falls 
State Parks. Jerusalem Mill was estab-
lished in 17 by David Lee, a Quaker from 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. The grist-
mill, restored in 1987 and now listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, is the 
most prominent building in the village. 
During the Revolution a gun factory was 

situated behind the mill, for the supply of 
muskets to the American army.

Given that the event is enthusiastically 
endorsed by both the British Brigade and 
the Continental Line, it is expected that 
the number of troops will be large. The site 
is promoting this event to artillery and cav-
alry units, as well as infantry. The location 
is on the border line between the northern 
and southern departments, meaning that 
units will be attracted to this site from most 
of the eastern seaboard. 

Pictures during the presentation showed 
large tracks of open meadow, bordered by 
stretches of woods and trails. The orga-
nizers will be preparing earthworks and 
breastworks for the battles. There will be 
two public battles, but also some large scale 
tacticals which should be a lot of fun. 

And if you like to shop, there will be 
more quality sutlers at this site than you 
have seen for a long time.

The only downside for this event is the 
distance to get there. Jerusalem Mill is just 
a few miles northeast of Baltimore, md, so 
you can count on at least an 8-hour drive. 
You should start to think about car pooling 
arrangements and maybe a scheduled vaca-
tion day on at least the Friday. The upside is 
that if you’re going to reenact in Maryland 
at any time of the year, you can’t do any 
better than May for good weather and rea-
sonable temperatures. Mark this event on 
your calendar. This is the must do event 
of 9.

Capt Dave Putnam

Jerusalem Mills
m a y  1 6 - 1 7


The least expensive hotel is two minutes 

from the mess and 5 minutes from down-
town. The Executive Inn and Suites has 
offered us their two person basic rooms 
for $79 dollars and their suites for $99. It’s 
clean and comfortable. Last time a few 
rooms bulged with smelly Yorker bodies. 
Sjt Smith is friends with the manager of the 
Four Points Sheraton right in the heart of 
downtown. Its not basic accommodation 
and the price we have is a modest $11, a $5 
discount off the regular price.

Directions to the Vimy Officer’s Mess 
will be on the krr website shortly and there 
will be an email about the party as well. We 
are planning to put registration on the web-
site. Reservations can be changed up until 
February 19. After that you will be charged 
for your dinner!

Major Allan Joyner
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For those who are relatively new to the Yorkers, 
you may be wondering what “stuff ” you need 
over and above your issued uniform and equip-
ment. For the guys who have been in the unit 
for a long time, you may be looking for ways 
to reduce the amount of “stuff ” you carry to 
events. Here is some excellent advice from an 
old soldier named McGeachie that might help.

OVER the years, in the interest of camp  
   accuracy and common sense, I’ve gone 

a long way to personally pare things down, 
but I still give in to a few temptations.

You may have noticed that a lot of 
veterans don’t bother with any sort of 
seat. The basic premise is to have only 
stuff that an original soldier would 
have carried on his back. Our regiment 
didn’t have baggage wagons or bateau 
devoted to personal stuff. I have a large, plain 
wooden box that holds a beer/food cooler. 
At lunch and in the evenings, I drag it out of 
the tent into the street for easy access where 
it serves as an excellent seat. 

On occasions when members of my fam-
ily are along, I have a mattress ticking eating 
utensil roll in the cooler box, tin plates or 
dog dishes, and mugs. However, if I’m on 
my own, I carry a horn spoon in my haver-
sack and bring a plate or dog dish in a sack. 
That and my fingers do for all my eating 
needs. I also have a Soldier’s clasp knife in 
the haversack, which can cut up veggies or 
fruit or do a zillion other tasks.

As the weather gets hotter and hot-
ter and potable water isn’t always right at 
hand, I have a much smaller wooden box 
which I always bring to carry three large, 
plastic containers of water. I also put my 
personal food inside for breakie and lunch: 
that’s apples, a container of nuts and raisins, 
and some Landjaeger sausage. The latter 
doesn’t require refrigeration. If the cooler 
isn’t along, I bring a supply of vodka in the 
smaller box for the long hours of war stories. 
This small box looks okay to the average 
Joe, but it really is desperately wrong. Brad 
Mills of Duncan’s has an excellent pat-
tern based on 18c artillery shell boxes that 
the troops looted for use in the camps. It’s 

a perfect answer. Before you build one, be 
sure to think your way through exactly what 
size you need. It’s always easy to have it too 
large, but not easy to expand it later.

I no longer bring any kind of lantern 
or light of any type, unless lanterns are 
needed for a tavern. I figure I can get by 
with remembering exactly where I put stuff 
in the tent and I’ve developed quite a rou-
tine of laying things out that I might need 
in the middle of the night. That’s easy to 
do when you’re on your own, but if you’re 
sharing a tent, that’s another story. And, 
an open flame is extremely dangerous in a 
tent! Anyway, most members really get teed 
off if a guy or gal starts shining flashlights 
around. Friday night, almost anything goes 
in our camp, but once the event has set in, 
most members want all 18c stuff. 

I’ve tied a piece of cord on my rear upright 
tent pole that’s long enough to allow me to 
tie up my musket. If the ground is really 
wet, I can tie it through the trigger guard 
and suspend the firearm.

I sleep on an air mattress that’s hidden in 
a mattress ticking cover. As mattress tick-
ing covers were used to hold straw bedding 
(palliases), it’s not a bad compromise. I’ve 
used straw and it’s great, but a problem if 
you have allergies. After a bad bout with 
bugs, I gave it up and went back to an air 
mattress. In fair weather, I’ll use a woollen 
blanket and a capote for bedding. In cool 
weather a sleeping bag. I bring it rolled up 
in a ticking bag and re-roll it each morning, 
stick it in the bag and, at a glance, it looks 
fairly 18c. I also give in to having a pillow 
covered in ticking. That’s a concession to a 
bad neck and old age, although a knapsack 
or regimental coat would do the job. As 
another concession, I bring a piece of can-
vas or oilcloth to lay on the ground next to 
where I sleep so I can keep my dainty feet 
off the grass and out of the mud if it rains.

Now, that takes me to a knapsack. You 
may have noted that every Marksman has 

one and uses it. Of course, most of them go 
trekking and it’s a must-have for that endea-
vour. However, a large number of Yorkers 
also have them and use them as 18c lug-
gage in their tents. I suspend mine from the 
tent ridgepole using a leather thong. That 
keeps it up off the ground. I bring all my 18c 
clothing, except my capote and rainshirt, 
in the knapsack. I use one compartment 
for underwear, roller, suspenders, handker-
chiefs, garters, etc., the other for my boots. 
The large main compartment I use for trou-
sers, shirts and stockings. I usually carry two 
shirts, two pair of stockings and sometimes 
two pair of trousers/breeches. For travel, I 
roll up the regimental jacket and waistcoat 
(and sometimes the capote) into the fold 
of the knapsack, and then buckle it shut. 
When I dress on Saturday morning, I store 
all my 1c clothing and shoes in the knap-
sack and re-suspend it. Again, when you’re 
not sharing a tent, you’ve got the luxury of 
dominating the space. 

The final package I use is a fairly large cloth 
bag with a pull cord closure. Into this, I put 
all my accoutrements (fatigue hat, goomba 
hat, tin mug, cartridge box, belt, bayonet 
& scabbard, canteen, haversack), musket 
cleaning kit, ditty bag of medicines, small 
cans of spare cartridges, a plate or dog dish 
and my rainshirt. I have holes drilled in my 
tent’s upright pole and I slip a steel pin into 
one of the holes and hang this bag onto it. 
That keeps all my other stuff off the ground.

As long as I haven’t brought corrugated 
boxes of stuff for recruits, the inside of my 
tent can look remarkably 18c when all is 
said and done. So, if I want to, I can leave it 
open for the public to gawk at.

We have far too many wrought iron 
cooking implements. The guys would 
never have carried all that crap. They 
may have had it in garrison or in a town where 
they’d liberated it. On campaign, every cook-
ing fire would have used greenwood uprights 
and cross bars with fashioned, greenwood 
hanging hooks. All very easy to accomplish if 
you have access to the bush. Cooking should 
be a group affair, ideally done by the men, as 
in 18c armies, with the ladies only helping, 
not being used as kitchen slaves. The guys 
should be helping with the fire, wood supply, 
putting up and taking down the fly, slicing 
veggies or meat, filling in the fire pit, boiling 
wash water, etc.

Gavin Watt

g e t t i n g 

– Your Kit –
t o g e t h e r
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Brian Carver, a new recruit in Duncan’s Coy, 
came across this article about a little known 
annual celebration in New York City. Last 
November 25 the citizenry recognized the 225th 
anniversary of Evacuation Day!

YOU probably haven’t programmed 
this as an alert from your p.d.a., but 

5 years ago, the last British Red Coats 
left from a longboat in the Battery after 
occupying the city for seven years. Happy 
Evacuation Day!

For well over a century, no holiday was 
memorialized annually in the city with 
greater gusto — not only by the Sons of 
the Revolution and other descendants of 
the Continental Army, but also by Irish 
immigrants who weren’t averse to reviving 
anti-British sentiment.

The holiday lost much of its popular 
appeal around World War I. By then, most 
New Yorkers figured it was time to let 
bygones be bygones and that it might seem 
like bad form to sneer at our British allies. 

This year, the Sons of the Revolution (the 
New York chapter is still 95 strong) com-
memorated the evacuation with a parade 
at Bowling Green in Lower Manhattan on 
Saturday and a dinner on Monday night at 
Fraunces Tavern, their headquarters.

On Tuesday, the National Parks of New 
York Harbor is holding commemorations at 
Trinity Church and at Federal Hall on Wall 
Street, the site of George Washington’s 
inauguration. A statue of Washington was 
unveiled there in 1883, the centennial of 
Evacuation Day.

That year, Mayor Franklin Edson urged 

not only that New Yorkers take the day 
off to mark the “culminating event of the 
Revolution,” but that the anniversary be 
celebrated in perpetuity by descendants of 
the original patriots and by “those — and 
the children of those — who have since 
then found upon these shores a refuge from 
exactions and acts of oppression by rulers of 
foreign countries.”

While New York was widely regarded as 
a Loyalist (or Tory) town, Arthur Piccolo, 
chairman of the Bowling Green Association, 
said on Monday: “It can be argued the 
American Revolutionary War both began 
and ended at Bowling Green. The first ‘offi-
cial’ act of rebellion following the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence was the 
destruction of the statue of King George II 
in Bowling Green Park on July 9, 1776. And 
the war came to its complete end with the 
lowering of the last British flag in the United 
States here on Nov. 5, 1783, and the last 
British troops leaving American soil.”

While the British surrendered in 
Yorktown in 1781 and the Treaty of Paris was 
signed in September 1783, the British took 
their time in getting out of town and gath-
ering up thousands of Loyalists and former 
slaves to take with them.

Departing British troops nailed their flag 
to a pole downtown and greased it. Every 
November, a descendant would re-enact the 
legendary feat of John Van Arsdale, a sailor, 
who donned cleats and shimmied up the 
flagpole to replace the British colors with 
the Stars and Stripes.

As George Washington triumphantly 
preceded Downtown, jeering Americans on 
Staten Island were fired upon by a British 
ship in what has been described as the last 
shot fired in the war. 

On Monday, a spokeswoman for the British 
consul-general in New York said he had no 
plans to commemorate Evacuation Day.

T HE u.s.s. Constitution (Old Ironsides) 
was a formidable in the days of ‘square-

rigged’ ships when wind was the motive 
power. As a combat vessel, it carried 48,6 
gallons of fresh water for her crew of 475 offi-
cers and men. This was sufficient to last six 
months of sustained operations at sea. (She 
carried no evaporators to distill fresh water, 
for these had not yet been invented). 

However, it was noted that on her ship’s 
log: “On July 7, 1798, the u.s.s. Constitution 
sailed from Boston with a full complement 
of 475 officers and men, 48,6 gallons 
of fresh water, 7,4 cannon shot, 11,6 
pounds of black powder and 79,4 gal-
lons of rum.” Her mission: “To destroy and 
harass English shipping.”

Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took 
on 86 pounds of flour and 68,3 gallons 
of rum.

Then she headed for the Azores, arriving 
there 1 November. She provisioned with 
55 pounds of beef and 64,3 gallons of 
Portuguese wine. 

On 18 November, she set sail for England.
In the ensuing days she defeated five 

British men-of-war and captured and scut-
tled 1 English merchant ships, salvaging 
only the rum aboard each. 

By 6 January, her powder and shot were 
exhausted. Nevertheless, although unarmed 
she made a night raid up the Firth of Clyde 
in Scotland. Her landing party captured a 
whisky distillery and transferred 4, 
gallons of single malt Scotch aboard by 
dawn. Then she headed home. 

The u.s.s. Constitution arrived in Boston 
on  February, 1799, with no cannon shot, no 
food, no powder, no rum, no wine, no whisky, 
but still carried 38,6 gallons of water. 

Gavin Watt

H A P P Y 

Evacuation 
DA Y ?

D O N ’ T  D R I N K 
the 

Water
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I N January, 1778 William Redford 
 Crawford was listed as an Ensign 

in Daly's Coy, but was promoted to 
Lieutenant on July 13, 1778. In that 
year, Crawford also accepted an assign-
ment to the Indian Department. In 
October he managed the Indian element 
of the raid to Johnson Hall, Johnstown 
to recover Sir John Johnson's buried 
private papers. 1778 was a busy year for 
this Yorker officer.

Sjt Mike Manning came across this 
account by Jeptha Simms of an April, 
1778 raid by Crawford to Snyder's Bush.

…At a place called Snyder’s Bush an 
enterprising German named Reme Snyder 
had located as supposed 1 years before 
the war and had erected a small grist mill 
much to the convenience of his pioneer 
brethren… John Garter purchased Snyder’s 
mill… Reme Snyder’s dwelling pallisaded 
was called Fort Snyder. . .

The invasion of Snyder’s Bush 
On the third of April, 1778, and about two 
weeks after the sacking of Fairfield, another 
party of the enemy 5 strong consisting of 
Indians and tories - the latter outnumber-
ing their allies, whose dress and character 
they emulated, led by Capt Crawford, a 
royalist, visited Snyder’s Bush and its neigh-
bourhood. Among the tory visitors were 
Suffrenes Casselman, one Countryman 
and several Bowens, who had gone from 
the Lower Mohawk settlements. Not long 
before this invasion, Frederick Windecker 
had removed to the vicinity of Fort Plain 
and James Van Slyck, who had married 
Gertrude, a daughter of Windecker was 
then living on the homestead. As I have 
stated, the residence of Fr Windecker was 
fortified at Mindenville. At the grist mill the 
enemy captured its proprietor, John Garter, 
and his son John, a lad entering his teens; 
and Joseph Newman and Bartholomew 

Pickert, who chanced to be at the mill. 
The destructives arrived at the Windecker 
place as the family was at dinner, who were 
excused from finishing it. The family was 
threshing wheat, and John House, who was 
related to Van Slyck, had gone up from the 
north side of the Mohawk to assist him, 
taking with him a man named Forbush. 
Van Slyck was that day sick in bed, and 
what was unusual on similar occasions, he 
was suffered to remain there with his scalp 
on. The enemy captured at Windecker’s, 
John House, Forbush, my informant John 
Windecker, then in his 13th year, and Garret, 
a brother of James Van Slyck, about the 

same age as young Windecker. They also 
captured in and contiguous to this settle-
ment, John Cypher, Mr. Helmer, Jacob 
Uher and George Attle. The two latter, on 
a scout from Fort Snyder, were captured in 
the woods.

In the Salisbury settlement, Mr. Lapham 
and his sons, Joseph and Sidney, and a son 
of William Williams were added to the 
prisoners. Mr. W. Williams, after his cap-
ture - owing to his age and infirmities, was 
permitted to return home. A Mr. Johnson, 
who lived a mile or two from Williams - 
although a patriot, was not disturbed, as he 
was off from their departing route, which led 
up the old Jerseyfield road. No citizens were 
killed at this time. Dwellings were plun-
dered, but no buildings were burned except 
Garter’s mill, which was destroyed. The 

dwellings of the captors were subsequently 
burned by the enemy. Crawford’s party - 
as did the invaders of Fairfield - journeyed 
through the forest by the northerly route on 
snow-shoes and imitating their example, 
they halted when out of danger of pursuit, 
and made snow shoes for the prisoners; as 
the snow was yet deep in the wilderness. For 
the boys, they made small shoes, but Sidney 
Lapham was too young to walk in them, 
and his father was obliged to carry him on 
his back a great part of the way. 

As the Indians approached the Windecker 
dwelling, John attempted to escape by 
flight, but was discovered and overtaken by 
a Massassauga Indian, of which tribe there 
were three in the party. The Indian proved 
very kind to his captive, carrying him on his 
back across rapid streams and dangerous 
places. On their way to Canada, the party 
was straitened for food, eating whatever they 
could find. Mr. Windecker remarked, that an 
Indian would eat about everything except a 
crow, which, he said, they would hardly eat 
to keep from starving. The enemy passed 
Mount’s clearing on their route at which 
they halted, and knowing that he had pota-
toes planted the summer before which had 
not been dug in the fall, they replenished 
their larder by obtaining quite a quantity by 
digging through the snow. The buildings 
had been burned before the visit of this party. 
When scanted for food on their journey, the 
Indians taught the prisoners how to bear 
with hunger, or as Mr. Windecker expressed 
it, “how to starve”; which was to fasten a belt 
firmly around the belly, tightening it as the 
chest grew empty. 

 The prisoners were taken directly to Buck’s 
Island, nine miles below Lake Ontario, and 
some 1 days after, young Windecker was 
removed from thence to the hut of his Indian 
captor, and saw no more of his fellow cap-
tives until his return to New York. In this 
Indian family - where young Windecker 
remained for months - he was treated more 
kindly than by some Canadians to whose 
mercy he afterwards fell. Having been a pris-
oner for several years, to better his condition, 
he was induced by the liberal bounty of a pair 
of sleeve buttons to enlist to perform certain 
kinds of military duty at Buck’s Island - and 
on two occasions he was on guard.

 Many are the offences for which John 
Smith is indictable; among them is that of 
one John Smith for inducing certain pris-
oners at Montreal to enlist into the British 

M I L L E R  O F 

Snyder’s Bush
J
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IN 1781 John Williamson published 
  a manual entitled, “The Elements of 

Military Arrangement; Comprehending the 
Tactick, Exercise, Manoevres, and Discipline 
of the British Infantry”. This excellent 
document provides detailed descriptions 
of much of the drill we perform. Wheeling 
is a topic that Williamson devotes a chap-
ter to in his manual. The Editor’s questions 
(italics) focus on the issue of maintaining 
dressing when wheeling from an open order 
formation.

Q - What is a wheel?

A - A single wheel either to the right or left is 
the quarter of a circle, and brings the new line 
in which the division is formed at right angles 
with the old one; and changes the front to that 
flank towards which the wheel is made. 

Q - If the ranks are dressed in open order 
before the wheel starts, how do you prevent 
the front rank from breaking as the wheel 
comes around?

A - In wheeling to the right every front rank 
man must close to the right, so as to touch his 
righthand man, (but without pressing him) 
and must look to the left, in order to bring 
the rank about even. The rear rank man must 
follow and cover their file leaders.

In wheeling to the left, the front rank men 
are to close to the left in like manner, and to 
look to the right. If these points of keeping 
close to the side towards which they wheel 
be not carefully attended to, there will often 
be a break between the pivot and the other 
files; and if they do not dress by the opposite 
flank, the rank will not come round together. 
Particular care must also be taken, that they 
neither open nor close their files, but always 
preserve the proper distance. 

Q - How do you get back to the open order 
after the wheel is completed?

A - The divisions having completed the 
wheel to the right, they are to remain in that 
position till they get the word march, and 
then step out together with the left foot, 
following the rules above laid down for slow 
marching. When they have marched a few 
paces, the commanding officer of each divi-
sion orders the ranks of his division to their 
open order, on which the ranks take their 
proper distance. As often as it is necessary 
to wheel, the commanding officer of the 
division must order the ranks to close, and 
give the word of command for the division 
to wheel. When the wheel is completed, the 
ranks must be again opened.

* * *

service. Several of them enlisted, as is 
believed, to enhance their prospect for their 
escape. Of this number was John Garter, the 
Snyders Bush miller; Suffrenes Dygert, and 
one Hapley, of the Herkimer settlements; 
the two latter from the south side of the river 
near Little Falls. In attempting a midnight 
escape, the fugitives were discovered by the 
water-guard not far from the fort, brought 
back and flogged as deserters. Garter, whose 
punishment was the most severe, received a 
thousand stripes save one. He was literally 
flayed, but survived to be transported for 
life, never again to see his family.

In 1907 a poem was published describ-
ing, with some variations, the story told by 
Jeptha Simm. This poem is available at:  
http://szt-genealogy.org/Stained%20Glass.html

LAST summer the Cast Iron Chef  
  competition got off to a good start. It 

is not surprising that the judges, after being 
wined and dined at four different mess flies, 
were enthusiastic about seeing it happen 
again this year. Many good things came 
from the competition, not the least of which 
was the new regimental drink – Shrub. 
Hopefully, the existing teams have spent 
the winter searching through their period 
cookbooks for new edible works of art that 
will wow the judges. And it would be great 
if a few new teams were formed for their day 
in culinary court. Again this year the Cast 
Iron Chef competition will be held on the 
Saturday at Black Creek. More information 
will be provided in the next newsletter by 
Karen Dittrick who will head-up the orga-
nizing of the competition again this year.

Cast Iron Chef


W I L L I A M S O N 

A N S W E R S  S O M E  Q U E S T I O N S  o n 

Wheeling
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The

— notices —

T I M E  T O  G E T  Y O U R 

P A S S P O R T

IN the paper this weekend there was a 
story about US Customs intention to start 
asking for passports from anyone enter-
ing the US, even though the deadline for 
having a passport is June 1, 9. They are 
going to start “hassling” people now who do 
not show a passport upon entry. If you do 
not produce a passport you will be asked to 
park and go inside where you will be given 
a lecture on the requirements that will take 
affect on June 1. You will also be given a 
pamphlet with all the details. If you are a 
regular crosser who does not show a pass-
port, you will be directed each time to park 
and go inside. You will be identified by your 
vehicle license plate. This is all part of their 
awareness program which they are starting 
6 months before the new rules take affect. 
Good advice here... if you don’t have a pass-
port already... get one now.

Shaun Wallace, Duncan’s Coy

S O N G S  &  P O E M S  F R O M  T H E  Q U E B E C  C A M P A I G N

HERE are some excellent reprints of some poems and songs that were printed in the 
Quebec Gazette in August, 1776 and relate to the failed rebel attack on that fair city. There is 
a particularly good one entitled “The Farewell” which deals with a soldier saying good-
bye to the city and garrison in the spring of 1776.
http://www.uwo.ca/english/canadianpoetry/newspaper/Quebec_Gazette_1776_august.htm

Shaun Wallace, Duncan’s Coy

F O O D  T I M E  L I N E

THIS is a fabulous site, and it may prove handy for Iron Chef contestants, as well as for 
regular meals in camp. 
http://www.foodtimeline.org/index.html

Ron Atkins, Duncan’s Coy
 

T H E  S T A T E  O F  V E R M O N T  R O L L S  

O F  T H E  S O L D I E R S  I N  T H E  R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  W A R  -  

1 7 7 5  T O  1 7 8 3

THIS book provides the men’s names, payroll lists, companies assigned too, etc. A lot of the 
men ended up being Loyalists. It takes a while to sift through the pages, but it is well worth it 
when you find your ancestor, his company and his payroll. This book is on the military page:
http://military.evendon.com 

The direct link to the book is:
http://www.evendon.net/PGHLookups/VtRevWarM.htm

Chuck Ross ue

i n M e m o R i u M

On November 3 Hazel  Joyner 
(Lake ) , the mother of Major Allan 
Joyner and the wife of Elwood (Tex) 
Joyner, passed away in Kingston. 
Hazel was born and raised in a farm 
family in Latimer and educated there 
and in Kingston where she attended 
business school. She met Tex after the 
Second War while she was working at 
the Bank of Montreal. They married 
in 1948 and enjoyed 6 years of mar-
ried life on military bases in Canada 
and Europe and on into retirement in 
Kingston. Our deepest sympathies go 
out to Allan, Tex and family.

— Links —




